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DA lodged for ‘The Orchard’ 

Following two years of active community fundraising, planning and consultation, Housing 
Plus has lodged a Development Application (DA) with Orange City Council to build ‘The 
Orchard’, a new purpose-built facility to provide support for women and children affected by 
domestic and family violence.  
 
‘The Orchard’ is proposed to be built on the vacant lot on the corner of the Northern 
Distributor and The Escort Way, to the rear of George Weily Place. The development will be 
built on part of a larger subdivision of this lot by Orange City Council, which will see an 
additional seven new lots formed.  
 
Four new lots will be created to the rear of George Weily Place, between existing properties 
and ‘The Orchard’. Three new lots will be created along The Escort Way. 
 
The development will improve the appearance of this section of the Northern Distributor and 
The Escort Way, and improve amenity to existing residents by providing a buffer to road 
noise that residents currently experience. 
 
Housing Plus CEO, David Fisher, says, "We have taken our time in selecting this location 
and designing every aspect of ‘The Orchard’ to ensure it meets our needs but also fits with 
the existing properties.” 
 
“It will enhance this very public area on the corner of the Northern Distributor and The Escort 
Way, which is currently used for storing soil and aggregates, and will provide, through 
screening and landscaped gardens, privacy for both our residents and our neighbours." 
 
As part of the community consultation process, Housing Plus has delivered letters and met 
face to face; informing residents of the proposal and seeking their comments. All comments 
have been fully responded to. 
 
David says, “We’re looking forward to continuing this conversation with neighbours as the 
DA is considered by council.” 
 
In the past two years, Housing Plus has received overwhelming support from the Orange 
community for ‘The Orchard’. Businesses, schools, community groups and individuals have, 
and continue to, give their time, support and money to see ‘The Orchard’ built.  
 
It was the most voted for project in a recent online poll carried out by Orange City Council for 
allocation of the Stronger Country Communities Fund.  
 
David says, “The community recognises that with double the state average of domestic 
assaults and no existing facility in Orange, many women and children are unable to receive 
the support they need and are at serious threat.”  
 
Without a crisis centre, women and children are deterred from leaving violence, often opting 
to stay in the relationship rather than leave Orange to find safe refuge.” 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
David says, “Women and children who choose to leave Orange are uprooted from their 
home, employment, schools, family supports and community.”  
 
“It is expected that around 72 families from Orange will benefit from residing at ‘The Orchard’ 
each year. Each local family will stay for a number of weeks before longer-term 
accommodation in Orange is found.” 
 
‘The Orchard’ will consist of an administration building, with meeting rooms and overnight 
accommodation for one member of staff. There will also be a cluster of three duplex 
buildings, each containing two 2BR villas. (There will be six 2BR villas in total).  
 
Information about the project is available online at www.housingplus.com.au/orchard/. 
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For further information, telephone Executive Assistant, Jane Climpson, on 1800 603 300 or 

email jane@housingplus.com.au. 

For more information about Housing Plus, visit www.housingplus.com.au.  
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