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President’s Report 
2019 Annual General Meeting - 2 September 2019 

 
2019 has been a busy and productive year for the Friends of the Orange Regional 
Gallery. Our finances are in good order and we have made a two substantial purchases 
for the Gallery, thanks to the dedication of our hard working, committed voluntary 
Committee and the support of Members of FORG 
 
Summary: 
 

 Film evening – “Loving Vincent” October 2018 
 FORG Christmas Party - December 2108 with ORAF and the Friends of the 

Museum 
 Farewell for Brenda Gray January 2019 
 Trip for FORG members to Harrie Fasher’s Studio in Oberon April 2019 
 Cocktail Party for Sculptures in an Orange Garden April 2019 
 Sculptures in an Orange Garden Exhibition April 2019 
 Thankyou party for SOG Volunteers May 2019 
 Alan Sisley Oration May 2019 
 FORG catered for 12 Gallery Openings during the year 
 Purchase of Harrie Fasher sculpture “Ghost Horse Shadow” 
 Purchase of Margaret Loy Pula painting “Anataye” (Bush Potato) 
 Development and publication of a 2-year Strategic Plan for FORG, in 

consultation with the Gallery 
 Our membership is healthy and stable with 256 financial members – and a few 

more yet to pay! 
 FORG is an excellent fiscal position due to the financial success of all our 

events this year – particularly Sculptures in an Orange Garden.  

“Rosemont” – Many thanks to Charlie and Ellen Fisher for hosting Sculptures in an Orange Garden - April 2019  
and for their contribution to the success of the event 
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Sculptures in an Orange a Garden 
2019 Sculptures in an Orange Garden (SOG) (an idea sparked by Lynne Lampe in 2017), 
exceeded all expectations and was a huge success. 72 Sculptors, almost 400 works 
with a total value of around $400 000! 
1700 people paid to come through the gate; Food and wine contributed almost 25% of 
the profit for the event; 200 people attended the Cocktail Party on the Friday night, 
where we sold 27 works. Overall, 168 works were sold, the majority to people from 
the Orange area. 11 of works sold were over $1000. 

Alan Sisley Oration 
Wendy Sharpe, renowned Australian artist gave a wide-ranging presentation about her  

 
extraordinarily diverse career including winning the Archibald, as an Official War 
Artist, work with the Asylum Seeker Centre in Sydney, International residencies and 
her work with theatre from Opera and Ballet to Drag shows and Circus. Greatly 
enjoyed by all. 

President Richard Walker, Gallery Director Brad Hammond  
and Wendy Sharpe at the 2019 Alan Sisley Oration 

 
Information Technology is now integral to the managing of FORG activities – 
membership, events, finances, collation of data across programs etc. and there is 
always lot of work going on in the background. We currently run 10 computer 
programs to manage our affairs (i.e. Outlook for Mail, Outlook One Drive, Mail 
Chimp, Joinit, Stripe, Trybooking, Square, JotForm, Face Book and Instagram) and 
this is not always straight forward because of various limitations and interactions. It 
has largely managed by Sue Bentley, who spends an inordinate amount of time 
making sure the systems work, assisted by Rowan Jaffray and Maria Edwards. 
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Unfortunately for us Sue is leaving Orange at the end of the year but has been training 
up some of the Committee on the basics and has prepared some very comprehensive 
Operating Procedures for us to follow in her absence. We will certainly miss her 
contribution 

 
Finances – we are in a very sound financial position thanks to turning a profit on all 
our events for the year – the Oration, Gallery donations and payment for our catering 
efforts at Gallery Openings and particularly Sculptures in an Orange Garden where 
we cleared $25,000 this year  
Closing balances as at 30/6/19 - Cheque Account $17,408, SOG operating account 
$24,016 and Term Deposit $25,000 – total $66,424 
Many thanks to the efforts of our treasurer Rowan Jaffray, with strong support by Sue 
Bentley and Monika Rickli for managing our finances  

 
Membership – our membership is in a strong position with 256 financial members. 
The process of renewals has been somewhat more complex this year due to a few 
hiccups with Bigpond, but many thanks to Sue Bentley for her perseverance in sorting 
out the problems 

 
Purchases – during the year the Friends assisted the Gallery with the purchase of 2 
significant works. The first, a bronze and steel sculpture - “Ghost Horse Shadow 
2018” (20 x 30.5 x 16.5 cm) by Oberon artist, Harrie Fasher for $4,950 

 
Harrie Fasher - “Thunder Gallop” - SOG 2019   “Ghost Horse Shadow 2018”  
 

 
FORG ‘Members Only’ visit to Harrie Fasher’s Studio April 2019 
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and secondly, a painting by indigenous artist Margaret Loy Pula, “Anataye (bush 
Potato) 2018 acrylic on Linen 140.5 x139 cm for $8,500 
 

Indigenous Artist Margaret Loy Pula painting                 “Anataye” (bush Potato) 2018, acrylic on Linen 140.5 x139cm 

 
Catering – FORG has catered for 12 Gallery openings for the year. This is an 
important income stream for FORG with the Gallery paying us for catering and bar 
(RSA) service. This has been ably managed by Margaret Hertel and a group of willing 
volunteers from the Committee and members 
 
 

         Committee volunteers Richard Walker, Don Harvey, Lizzie Murphy, Nicolas Zographos and Margaret Hertel 

 
The 2018/19 FORG Committee  
President: Richard Walker, Vice-President: Maria Edwards, Treasurer:                
Rowan Jaffray, Secretary: Don Harvey 
Committee members: Ellen Fisher, Margaret Hertel, Rosslyn Kemp, Lyn Lampe, 
Elizabeth Murphy, Hugh Rasmussen, Monika Rickli, Caro Sisley, Vicki Turner, 
Nicolas Zographos  
Thank you to all members of the Committee for your great contributions during the 
year – a fantastic effort! 
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Committee Departures – it is with regret that I have accepted the resignation of 
several of our 2018/19 Committee members. Long term members Ellen Fisher, 
Rowan Jaffray, Ros Kemp and Sue Bentley have decided to call it a day after more 
than a decade of significant contributions to FORG. Through their efforts and 
commitment, they have helped shaped FORG into the organisation it is today.  

Additionally, Monika Rikli, Caro Sisley and Hugh Rasmussen are also moving 
on.  
I would like to point out that the FORG Committee is a voluntary one and that the 
members give freely of their time and effort and I thank them all for their 
contributions, wish them well and look forward to welcoming some new faces to 
the Committee for 2019/20 
 
Where to for 2019/20? –  

 With the refurbishment of the Gallery during the early part of next year. the 
demand on the Committee will be less and this will give some time and 
opportunity for reflection and perhaps a refocus of our direction.  

 The development of our 2-year Strategic Plan, (in consultation with the Gallery  
and guidance by Karen Boyd, OCC) will guide us, however with a new, perhaps 
smaller Committee, and a refurbished and expanded Gallery, there will be new 
opportunities for us to explore for our fund-raising pursuits.  

 Our excellent financial position and some down time will give opportunity to 
concentrate on more activities specifically for members 

 We have recently been reminded of the energy of the FORG Committee in the 
past, with the passing of Kenneth Dryland, - perhaps we can revisit and reconsider 
fundraising activities that have been successful in the past 

 SOG has run its course for the moment and we will be looking at an alternative 
event which won’t be quite so demanding on our volunteers 

 We will be varying the venue, format and timing of the Alan Sisley Oration – 
certainly not holding it close to another major FORG event and not in the cold of 
winter!  

 The demographic of the membership of FORG is as it is, but I am sure that there 
would be much benefit to potential future FORG events if we had some younger 
people involved. I am unsure how to go about this as many things have been tried 
in the past, but the new Community Space in the refurbished Gallery will present 
opportunities for more community involvement at the Gallery and may give 
possibilities for increased interaction for FORG with a younger group pursuing 
the Arts 

 

   Luke Hort, “Bright Side of Death”     Vikki Holik-Blazely “Greylight”  
   Winner of People’s Choice Award - SOG 2019   Second Prize People’s Choice - SOG 2019 
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SUMMARY - 2 Year Strategic Plan 2019-2020 - FORG 

 
FORG Values - Inclusiveness-Professionalism-Innovation-Responsiveness 
 
To accomplish our objectives, FORG is committed to 

 Access to the arts for all 
 Creativity and Innovation 
 Diversity and Inclusion 
 Collaboration and Community Building, and 
 Integrity 

Mission Statement 
Friends of Orange Regional Gallery (FORG) embrace the values of the Orange Regional Gallery and 
exist to support it in fostering art appreciation within the community of Orange and district. 
 
Goals   

 Conduct events to raise funds in support of the Gallery’s quest to purchase significant works 
of art to enhance the Collection 

 Provide opportunities to enhance the understanding of art works, art movements, art 
appreciation and art practice 

 Provide FORG members with a platform to meet socially with likeminded individuals with a 
common interest in the Arts 

 To enrich Orange as the Arts destination hub in regional New South Wales. 

 
OBJECTIVE 1:  
To maintain and increase a diverse membership, develop a volunteer workforce that is engaged,  
capable and adaptable; and to create an environment where artistic and cultural groups and  
individuals are linked where they have common or complementary interest.   
 
OBJECTIVE 2:  
To increase exposure for the FORG and to engage with and support access to the Arts for  
diverse audiences and communities  
 
OBJECTIVE 3:  
To actively pursue innovative fund-raising opportunities and implement same 
 
OBJECTIVE 4:   
To sustain a collaborative, innovative and inclusive organisation through the planning  
and conduct of regular activities and social engagement opportunities for members  
 
(Acknowledgement: Thanks to Karen Boyd, Orange City Council for assistance in  
guiding FORG through the process of developing the 2019/20 Strategic Plan) 

 
 

Committee Volunteers Ellen Fisher, 
 Lizzie Murphy and Lynne Lampe  


