
My Dog Has Been 
Involved in an Attack

FACTORS THAT MAY PREVENT YOUR DOG BEING 
INVOLVED IN AN ATTACK IN FUTURE 

• Desexing 
Your dog is less likely to stray, be aggressive, fight or spray to mark its 
territory. There is no scientific evidence to show that it is better to allow an 
animal to have one litter before being desexed. 

• Socialisation
Ensure your dog has the opportunity to interact with people, dogs and other 
animals. Unsocialised dogs are more likely to show aggressive behaviour; 
designated off-leash areas provide opportunities for safe socialisation. 

• Secure fencing/padlocks on gates 
• High enough that your dog cannot jump over it 
• Low enough so that your dog cannot dig under it. 
• Strong enough that your dog cannot push through it 
• Hole-proof so that your dog cannot escape through it 

• Preventing Aggression 
Never allow your dog to achieve a dominant status over any adult or child. 
Puppies should never be physically punished for aggressive behaviour; 
instead, they should be denied the rewards of aggression, restrained from 
repeating the infraction, and taught alternative behaviour. 
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WHAT IS A DOG ATTACK? 
A dog attack is defined under Section 16 of the Companion Animals Act, 
1998 as amended by the Companion Animals Amendment Act, 2005 as “If a 
dog rushes at, attacks, bites, harasses or chases any person or animal (other 
than vermin), whether or not any injury is caused to the person or animal. 

As a dog owner, you are liable if your dog attacks a person or another 
animal. While the Companion Animals Act 1998 gives certain protection to 
an owner whose dog attacks as a result of a person or an animal trespassing 
onto the property on which the dog is kept, other forms of liability may still 
apply. 
If your dog has attacked a person or another animal, you may wish to seek 
your own legal advice. You can access free legal advice by telephoning 
LawAccess NSW, a free Government telephone service, providing legal 
information, advice and referrals, on 1300 888 529 (or TTY 1300 889 529) 
Monday to Friday between 9am and 5pm.

COUNCIL’S PROCEDURES WITH DEALING WITH DOG 
ATTACKS
Council’s first priority when dealing with dog attacks is always to ensure that 
the attacking dog/s is/are secured so that further attacks are minimised to 
other humans or other animals. 

Council takes into account a number of considerations 
when dealing with the dogs that have attacked. 
These are: 
• History of dog/owners 
• How did dogs get out/free 
• Severity of attack 
• Breed 
• Temperament now and during the attack 
• Fencing Quality 
•  Response of owner (the likelihood of owner taking appropriate action to 

prevent future incidents) 
• Is dog likely to be a risk/threat to community 
• Why did the dog attack 
• Were other people there (to deter attack) yet it still happened. 

Depending on the situation and the severity of the 
attack there are a number of different outcomes, which 
are: 
• Voluntary surrender 
• Nuisance orders 
• Declare the dog Menacing 
• Declare the Dog Dangerous 
• Penalty notices 
• Court ordered destruction 
• Prohibition from owning a dog 
• Prosecution in court 

WHAT IS A DECLARED MENACING DOG? 
A declared menacing dog is a dog that an authorised council officer or a 
local court has declared as menacing because it: 
•  has displayed unreasonable aggression towards a person or animal (other 

than vermin), or 
•  has, without provocation, attacked a person or animal (other than vermin) 

but without causing serious injury or death, or 
•  has been declared a menacing dog under a law of another State or a 

Territory that corresponds with the Act. 

WHAT IS A DECLARED DANGEROUS DOG? 
A declared dangerous dog is a dog that an authorised council officer or a 
local court has declared as dangerous because it: 
•  has, without provocation, attacked or killed a person or animal (not 

including vermin), or 
•  has, without provocation, repeatedly threatened to attack or repeatedly 

chased a person or animal (not including vermin), or 
•  is kept or used for hunting (not including a dog used for locating, flushing, 

pointing or retrieving birds or vermin), or 
•  has been declared a dangerous dog under a law of another State or a 

Territory that corresponds with the Act. 


