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FOREWORD 

Gosling Creek Reserve is a unique reserve due to its remnant woodland vegetation of high 
conservation value and its historic association with Orange’s first town water supply. This 
Plan of Management (PoM) aims to provide a consistent approach to the management of 
these highly significant and cultural resources. 

  

The land parcels known as Gosling Creek Reserve are a combination of Crown Land and 
Community Land under the care, control and management of Orange City Council (Council) 
who is the reserve trustee (Brandy Corner Reserve Trust). 

 

This PoM has been funded by Council and prepared in accordance with the requirements of 
the Crown Lands Act 1989. 

 

 

Gosling Creek Reserve Remnant Woodland 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 THE NEED FOR A PLAN OF MANAGEMENT 

Gosling Creek Reserve is a highly valued recreational area originally set aside to protect the 
water quality of Orange’s drinking supply following the damming of Gosling Creek in 1890. 
The Reserve and its surrounds of remnant woodland remains a habitat for native wildlife 
and is also highly valued as a place for passive recreation and a refuge from the urban 
development of Orange and the Bloomfield Hospital complex to the North. 

 

Council prepared a PoM for the Reserve in 1996 and a Landscape Master Plan in 2001 that 
have provided a basis for its management, embellishment and development. However it is 
time to review its achievements and to provide an updated management vision and action 
plan for the Reserve.     

 

1.2 WHAT IS A PLAN OF MANAGEMENT?  

A PoM is a document that outlines how Council, as Reserve Trust Manager, proposes to 
manage the Reserve for the benefit of the community in accordance with the Crown Lands 
Act 1989, the Local Government Act 1993 and other relevant legislation. 

 

1.3 SITE DESCRIPTION 

Gosling Creek Reserve is located approximately 5 kilometres south of the Central Business 
District of Orange. The main features of the Reserve include the main visitor precinct which 
includes a childrens’ play facility, toilet facility, beach access to the water body of the 
reservoir, barbecue and picnic shelters, the historic 1890 dam wall and reservoir water body, 
extensive shared path network including access to adjoining reserves of Hinton, Bloomfield 
and Black Sallee Reserve, historic European tree plantings and areas of intact remnant 
vegetation of the Ecologically Endangered Vegetation Community – Box Gum Woodland. 

 

The Reservoir was named after Johnathan W Gosling, a free settler who arrived in Australia 
in 1827. The Reservoir provided the first Orange town water supply, turned on by Governor 
Charles R.B. Carrington on 8th October 1890. The scheme, including town reticulation, cost 
£32,688 ($65,376). Gosling Creek Reservoir held 142,000,000 gallons. The Reservoir is no 
longer used as a town water supply.   
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The Reserve consists of 52 hectares, with approximately 16 hectares being the reservoir 
surface and 36 hectares Crown Land [(R1000246) covering the majority of the water body] 
and 16 hectares Community Land on the southern side of the Reservoir. The catchment and 
adjoining land use for the reservoir is a mixture of Environmental Conservation (E2) 
Environmental Management (E3), Infrastructure (SP2 – NSW Department of Primary 
Industries - Agriculture Research Facility) and Public Recreation (RE1).  

 

 

 

 

 

Image 2: Opening of Orange Water Supply – Gosling Creek Reservoir by Lord Carrington, 
Governor of the Colony, on October 8, 1890. ‘The opening was a cause for much celebration; 
a public banquet followed the mayor’s reception and a ball was held the following night.’ 
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As identified by Figure 1.1, the Reserve boundaries are delineated to the north by 
Bloomfield Road, to the east by Bargwanna Road, to the west by Forest Road and 
agricultural land to the south. 

 

 

Figure 1.1 www.maps.six.nsw.gov.au 

Study area indicated by land mass outlined in red.  

On the 18th July 1890, a Government Gazette publication stated that responsibility for the 
Crown Land (R1000246) should be vested with the Council.  

 

Property 
Description 

Title Address Area Category / 
Zoning  

Lot 3 DP 216843 

Lot4 DP 216843 

Gosling Creek 
Reservoir 

Forest Road, 
Orange 

13.76ha 

3.89ha 

RE1 

RE1 

Pt/Cnr Lot 58 DP 
750401 

R1000246 Bloomfield Road 36.13 Water Supply / 

Passive 
Recreation 

http://www.maps.six.nsw.gov.au/
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Image 3: Aerial view from south western corner above Forest Road looking down stream 
along Gosling Creek. Note the shared path network, passive recreational precinct – irrigated 

grassland, remnant vegetation significant small patch centre left of image. 

 

Image 4: View across the reservoir water body to dam wall, cottage and picnic facility 
area from the southern shore. 
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1.4 CROWN LAND PUBLIC PURPOSE 

Seventy percent of Gosling Creek Reserve is Crown Land reserved for the primary purpose of 
Water Supply with a secondary purpose of Passive Recreation under the Crown Lands Act 
1989; the remaining 30 percent is Community Land Zoned as RE1 of the Orange Local 
Environmental Plan 2011 (LEP). Orange City Council has acted as Trust Manager under the 
name Brandy Corner Reserve Trust and as such is responsible for the maintenance, repair 
and upgrading works. All works must be undertaken within the guidelines of Section 1.1 of 
the Crown Lands Act 1989, which details the principles of Crown Land Management 
including: observation of environmental principles, preservation of natural resources and 
encouragement of public and multiple use.  

 

To reflect the significant natural heritage of the reserve, this PoM recommends that in 
addition to the ‘Passive Recreation’ purpose, an ‘Environmental Protection’ purpose be 
assigned to the remnant vegetation areas of the reserve in accordance with s112A and 
s121A of the Crown Lands Act 1989.  This additional public purpose is consistent with the 
existing declared ‘Passive Recreation’ purpose and acknowledges the Ecologically 
Endangered Vegetation Community – Box Gum Woodland occurring on the site and the 
presence of Vulnerable Fauna Species that may be likely to utilize the sites habitat potential; 
Squirrel Gliders, Superb Parrot, Blue Billed Duck, Freckled Duck and the Powerful Owl.  

 

 

Image 5: Crown land portion of Gosling Creek Reserve. 
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1.5 LEGISLATION AND PLANNING CONTEXT 

Under the Orange LEP 2011, Gosling Creek Reserve is zoned RE1 (Public Recreation). In 
addition to the Crown Lands Act 1989 and the Orange LEP 2011, the management and 
development of Gosling Creek Reserve is subject to a range of legislation and policies which 
are outline below: 

 

Hierarchy Type Name 

Commonwealth Legislation Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Legislation 

Aboriginal Land Rights Act 

Dam Safety Act 

Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

Fisheries Management Act 1994 

Heritage Act 1977 

Local Land Services Act 2013 

Local Government Act 1993 

National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974 

Noxious Weeds Act 1993 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 

Water Management Act 2001 

Environmental 
Planning 
Instrument 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 
2007 

 
 
Local 

 
 
Strategy 

Orange Outdoors 

Orange Community Strategic Plan 

Orange Heritage Inventory 

Orange Survey of Significant Landscape Features 

Gosling Creek Reserve Landscape Master Plan July 2001 

1.6 GOSLING CREEK RESERVOIR WATER SAFETY PLAN 

The Water Safety Plan (WSP) for Gosling Creek Reservoir aims to inform Council of ways to 
reduce risk to primary contact recreational users of the Reservoir during permitted 
recreational activities. It has been developed in accordance with the NSW Office of Local 
Government Practice Note 15: Water Safety 2012 to ensure best practice risk management 
and compliance with legislative and policy requirements.  The WSP provides guidance on 
required actions for water quality testing during the period August to May i.e. over the 
swimming period (refer to section 2.8). 
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2. SITE APPRECIATION 

2.1 EUROPEAN HERITAGE  

Gosling Creek Reservoir was constructed by the NSW Public Works Department and opened 
in 1890 and was the first of Orange’s water supply reservoirs. Its construction was followed 
by Meadow Creek Dam (Lake Canobolas) in 1918 and Spring Creek Reservoir in 1947. Suma 
Park Dam opened in 1962 as Orange’s primary water supply with Spring Creek forming a 
secondary supply. Gosling Creek Reservoir was abandoned as a water supply dam following 
the opening of Suma Park Reservoir. The development of Orange’s water supply system is a 
significant theme in the history of the development of Orange. 

 

 

Under the Orange City Council’s Gosling Creek Masterplan the reserve area surrounding 
Gosling Creek Reservoir is being developed as an environmentally based recreation facility. 
Playing fields, a pedestrian/cycle way system, a playground and passive recreation areas are 
located within Gosling Creek Reserve and the adjacent Bloomfield Park. The reserve area has 
been progressively reclaimed from a Pine plantation and bush regeneration work is under 
way to protect and expand the area of ecologically important remnant vegetation.  
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Image 6: Dam wall valve opening August 2016 

The dam wall was completed in 1890 and spans the Eastern end of the reservoir. The 
reservoir varies in depth from between five and six metres in front of the dam wall, which is 
in the order of 380 metres long, to between two and three metres over the area of coverage 
of the water body. The dam wall is a concrete gravity structure with an uncontrolled overfill 
spillway to the left of the structure’s centreline with a storage capacity of 650ML. 

 

Image 7: Dam wall August 2016 

Apart from the civil work of the dam wall and associated features being of heritage 
significance there are three exotic trees planted on the site of significance. There are two 
mature Sequoiadendron gigateum (Wellingtonia or Giant Sequoias) and one mature Cedrus 
deodara (Deodar Cedar) planted within the reserve. It is assumed that these trees were 
planted at the time of opening of the dam. (Ref 2.5 Flora). These three trees dominate the 
landscape, with two trees in the north western corner of the Reserve and the third tree 
located near the north-eastern end of the dam wall and caretaker cottage. 
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Image 8: Historic Tree plantings – Giant Sequoia (Wellingtonia – Sequoiadendron 
giganteum) and Deodar (Cedrus deodara) August 2017 
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Image 9: August 2017 Caretakers Cottage 

The Caretakers Cottage has been assessed by Council’s Heritage Consultant and is generally 
described as being a structure with ‘traditional solid brick walls in a Flemish bond and fully 
hipped roof in corrugated galvanised steel with traditional flashings and later smooth quad 
gutter. The building appears generally to be sound based on a simple external inspection.’  

‘Through association with the Dam, the building appears to have historic and social 
significance. Based on the building design and construction and the intact condition, the 
building meets the criterion for aesthetic significance.’ 

The assessment notes that the building’s current residential use matches that of the original 
intent and that should that use become redundant then another use such as hospitality 
could be considered in conjunction with suitable sympathetic alterations and additions. 

The assessment notes that the cottage has received additions, such as the ‘original brick 
skillion’ visible from the northern elevation at the rear of the original dwelling and addition 
in ‘timber and fibro’. There is also a ‘contemporary’ addition to the south side of the cottage 
in weatherboard and the addition of a ferro cement water tank.  
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2.2 CULTURAL HERITAGE 

A review of the Orange Aboriginal Heritage Report (NTSCORP July 2012) has been 
undertaken. The report, which also refers to the Aboriginal Heritage Information 
Management System (AHIMS) managed by the NSW Governments Office of Environment 
and Heritage does not identify the finding of artifacts or sites of significance within the 
Gosling Creek Reserve. Neither is there reference to interviews or stories from the 
Aboriginal Community with regard to the site. Notwithstanding the report and AHIMS 
search, consultation with the Local Aboriginal Lands Council to identify significant features, 
locations or parts of Gosling Creek Reserve should be undertaken. Management of items, 
locations or parts of significance should be undertaken with advice from the Orange 
Aboriginal Lands Council.  

There are known sites of significance in the south Orange area, including The Springs, 
located on Research Agricultural Station Travelling Stock Route No1 (TSR),  a depression era 
‘fringe camp … which operated from approximately 1930 to 1943’ with a mixed population. 
A scar tree has also been relocated to the NSW Rural Fire Service Canobolas Fire Control 
Centre on the corner of Forest and Cadia Roads. The scar tree was relocated to this site in 
May 2010 from the adjacent Black Sallee Crown Land Reserve after gaining an Aboriginal 
Heritage Impact Permit AHIP no: 111802 and is placed under a small shelter for protection 
from the elements.   

   

 

Image 10: Gosling Creek Dam over topping in August 2011 
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2.3 TOPOGRAPHY GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

2.3.1 Topography 

The topography surrounding Gosling Creek consists of relatively flat to undulating land. The 
site is 950m above sea level and much of the site was used as a Radiata Pine (Pinus  ggrega) 
Plantation until 2000. The site generally has good vegetative cover and is a mix of native and 
exotic plants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 11: Historical dam mechanism for valve opening, timber deck has been replaced with 
modern steel gangway materials. Note the undulating topography of the southern shore line 

in the background. August 2017 

 

2.3.2 Geology 

The soils of the Gosling Creek Reserve are basalt derived and originate from the Mt 
Canobolas Volcanic influence. Disturbance of the soil profile will reveal a multitude of basalt 
boulders in size ranging from a few hundred millimetres in diameter to those well over 1 
metre in diameter.  

 

 



GOSLING CREEK RESERVE PLAN OF MANAGEMENT 

Page 17 of 51 

2.3.3 Soils 

The basalt derived soils are deep, fertile and generally stable. There is no known erosion or 
sedimentation issues occurring within the site. 

 

2.4 CLIMATE 

The climate in the Orange district is mild, consisting of warm summers and cool winters. 
Precipitation has an even annual distribution of 865mm per annum. In January there is a 
mean temperature of 19.4 degrees Celsius and a mean July temperature of 5.4 degrees 
Celsius. Frosts are common during the month of April through to September.   

 

2.5 FLORA  

The flora of the site has change significantly in the past two decades with the removal of a 
Radiata Pine Plantation from both the northern and southern sides of the reservoir in 
1999/2000. The creation of a large grassed passive recreation area which in turn hosts a 
childrens’ playground, picnic and barbecue facilities and amenities. With the removal of the 
Radiata Pine plantation exotic grasses (Cocksfoot and Sweet Vernal Grass) have been the 
dominant species to colonise disturbed areas. With exotic shrubs, Pyracantha, Hawthorn 
and Cotoneaster dominating the shrub layer on the southern side of the reservoir. 

 

On the Bloomfield Road Frontage of the site is an area of moderate to high conservation 
value; here the remnants of a Box Gum Woodland / Tablelands Snow Gum, Black Sallee, 
Candlebark and Ribbon Gum Grassy Woodland Endangered Ecological Community survive.  

‘This small (2.5ha) remnant area of grassy woodland was found to have at least 46 native 
flora species in 2002 (Windsor, 2002) that included a diverse array of low shrubs, herbs and 
grasses.’* 

 

‘Importantly this remnant retains a relatively high density of low native shrubs; more than 
found in any of the other areas in this survey. Windsor (2002) recorded 10 native shrubs 
species. These shrub species generally have quiet small populations and are at risk of local 
extinction from the remnant. The tree and shrub layers are consider to be in moderate 
condition.’* 

 

*Flora Survey and Assessment Presence and condition of the ‘Tablelands Snow Gum, Black 
Sallee, Candlebark and Ribbon Gum Grassy Woodland Endangered Ecological Community’ on 
reserves managed by Orange City Council. FloraSearch, Colin C Bower PhD January 2012. 
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Revegetation of the land previously occupied by Pinus raditata plantation has been 
undertaken and continues to be undertaken with reference to utilising the species present 
in the moderately intact remnant section of the reserve. For example the planting of 
Eucalyptus viminalis, E. bridgesiana, E rubida and E stellulata. 

 

Image 12: Gosling Creek Reserve Remnant Box Gum Grassy Woodland 

– Pea Flower (Pultanaea sp) in foreground 

Recolonisation by native vegetation is occurring throughout the reserve, with many of the 
Pea flower species and Silver Wattle (colonizing plant) are self-regenerating even at great 
distance from the remnant vegetation patches. As the slopes and soils are fairly uniform 
across the site it is not anticipated that the pre-European vegetation arrangement would 
differ markedly from the remnant patch in moderate condition; apart from the riparian zone 
of the original Gosling Creek, which is likely to have hosted Eucalyptus stellulata and E 
aggregate (listed as Vulnerable on the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act). 

   

The location of Gosling Creek Reserve to the urban area of Orange should ensure that no 
new weed species occur, however it is noted that on occasion dumped domestic vegetation 
appears on road shoulders and within car parks of the reserve. This dumped refuse brings 
with it the threat of garden escapee such as English Ivy, Agapanthus, Privet and other pome 
producing plants. 
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As noted in the Flora Survey and Assessment ‘Presence and Condition of the Tablelands 
Snow Gum, Black Sallee, Candlebark and Ribbon Gum Grassy Woodland Endangered 
Ecological Community report by Florasearch ‘However, it is possible that slow deterioration 
is occurring over time as the more aggressive exotic grasses may be extending their range in 
the remnant. A selective ecologically based control program for these species (introduced 
grasses) may allow the natives to regain dominance over most of the remnant. At present 
the ground cover is considered to be in poor to moderate condition depending on the site 
within the remnant.’ 

On the southern side of Gosling Creek Reservoir a small isolated collection of Hakea 
 ggregate  – Small fruited Hakea exists in a fenced enclosure (Note the enclosure was erected 
as goats where grazed on the southern side as a control mechanism for woody weeds such 
as Firethorn (Pyracantha sp) , Hawthorn (Craetegus sp) and Broom (Cytisus sp). This small 
collection, less than ten individual plants, is the only known occurrence of this plant species 
on public lands managed by Orange City Council. The plants distribution (Royal Botanic 
Gardens Sydney PlantNET – FloraOnline) states that Small fruited Hakea grows in wet 
situations in dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands or healthy swamps, mainly on the 
tablelands at higher altitudes.    
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Image 13: showing areas of high conservation biodiversity including Ecologically Endangered 
Vegetation Community derived from the Box Gum Grassy Woodlands. 

 

A full list of native species recorded within Gosling Creek Reserve can be found in Appendix 
B. 
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A small wetland area has formed at the discharge of Gosling Creek into the reservoir, at the 
point at which the boardwalk provides access from the northern side of the reserve to the 
southern side of the reserve near Forest Road. Immediately downstream of the boardwalk 
common wetland species Cumbungi (Typha orientalis), Common Reed (Phragmites australis) 
and Common Rush (Juncus usitatus) occur along with exotic species such as Willow Herb and 
Salix sp., the latter are being controlled via chemical application.  

 

 

Image 14: View northwards along the dam wall Giant Sequioa, Lombardy Poplars 
(Populus nigra) and Tasmanian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus subsp. Bicostata) near 

the Caretakers Cottage August 2017. 
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Significant to the site are European plantings; there are two mature Sequoiadendron 
gigateum (Wellingtonia or Giant Sequoias), one Cedrus deodara (Deodar Cedar) and one 
Tasmanian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus  ggrega) planted within the reserve. One Giant Sequoia and 
the Tasmanian Blue Gum are planted towards the northern end of the dam wall near the 
Caretakers Cottage with the other Giant Sequoia and the Deodar are planted near the 
intersection of Forest Road and Bloomfield Road near the main entrance to the reserve from 
the unformed car park. The three trees are mature stately specimens assumed to have been 
planted at the time of the opening of the dam and therefore over 120 twenty years old and 
therefore of historical significance.* www.significantlandscapes.orangemuseum.com.au 

Other European plantings include a row of Lombardy Poplars (Populus nigra ‘Italic’) 
immediately to the eastern side of the dam wall on the northern side of the reservoir and a 
mixture of trees planted outside the reserve, in the unformed car park on the Forest Road or 
western side of the reserve. 

 

2.6 FAUNA 

2.6.1 Birds 

Gosling Creek Reserve and Reservoir provide suitable habitat for a range of water fowl with 
the following species regularly observed. 

 

Common Name Common Name 

Wood Duck Little Pied Cormorant 

Pacific Black Duck Australian Pelican 

Mush Duck Black Swan 

Eurasian Coot White-necked Heron 

Purple Swamphen White-faced Heron 

Dusky Moorhen Eastern Great Egret 

Grey Teal Intermediate Egret 

Australasian Grebe Royal Spoonbill 

Little Black Cormorant Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

Source: BROOD – Bird Routes of Orange and District January 2009. BROOD provides an 
extensive list of all birds observed within the Gosling Creek Reserve precinct. 

http://www.significantlandscapes.orangemuseum.com.au/
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Image 15 above and 16 below: Male Muck Duck (Biziura  ggreg) on Gosling Creek Reservoir 
courtship display. The male Musk Duck has a large pendulous lobe of skin hanging from 

beneath its bill. 
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Image 17: Habitat Island August 2017 prior to the bird netting being removed. 
Island occupied by Eurasian Coot (Fulica atra) and Little Pied Cormorant 

(Microcarbo melanoleucos). 

 

2.6.2 Mammals 

The variety of mammals likely to be found in Gosling Creek Reserve is limited due to the 
extensive changes in the landscape prior to 1999 when approximately 80% of the site was 
occupied by Pinus  ggrega plantation and the clearing of the plantation; and subsequent 
regeneration and revegetation work being undertaken to protect and enhance the small 
patches of remnant vegetation. Grey Kangaroos, Swamp Wallabies and Brush-tailed 
Possums may forage within the reserve, however habitat is limited within the actual reserve 
due to land use changes. 

 

Surrounding reserves, in addition to the above mammals, are known habitat for Squirrel 
Gliders (listed as Vulnerable of the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act) and Sugar 
Gliders. Feral species occurring within the precinct include European Fox and Rabbit. 

 

2.6.3 Reptiles and Amphibians 

No formal studies have been undertaken to survey the species of frogs, turtles, lizards or 
snakes that are likely to be residents of the Gosling Creek Reserve. It is recommended that a 
full listing (survey) of reptiles and amphibians within the reserve be undertaken. 
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2.6.4 Fish 

The reservoir has been stocked with fish fingerlings through periodic NSW Department of 
Industry (NSW DPI) fish stocking program; including Silver Perch, Yellow Belly, Murray Cod,  
Brown* and Rainbow* Trout. Redfin are also known to inhabit the reservoir. No survey or 
data is available to indicate a decrease in Redfin or success in the growth of introduced or 
released fish. Redfin if caught shall not be released back into the waterway as, although they 
are reputed to be good eating, the fish are considered to be a pest species. 

 

Continuation of the release of native fish fingerlings into the reservoir through the NSW DPI 
fish stocking program should be encouraged to maintain a healthy population of native fish 
and a possible reduction in the population of Redfin, which may result in Redfin of a suitable 
size for the dinner plate to be caught.    

 

This plan recommends that should the dam be emptied for dam safety improvement works, 
the fish population be tabulated and the dam later stocked with appropriate numbers of 
native species. This should occur following habitat and water weed management issues are 
satisfactorily addressed.  

 

 

Image 18: Habitat Island May 2016 
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2.7 RECREATIONAL USE OF THE RESERVE 

Gosling Creek Reserve is a regional parkland that caters to two broad user groups – the local 
community and those who travel from further afield to specifically visit Orange and 
experience the City’s offerings. The reserve is surrounded by undeveloped land; agricultural 
holdings to the south and west, parkland to the east and north. Of significance is the 
development of the Bloomfield Hospital Precinct, where the new Orange Hospital was 
constructed in 2011 and further associated developments within the precinct continue with 
care and accommodation facilities for a range of medical services.  

 

 

Image 19: August 2017 Childrens’ Play facility and main picnic area (foreground), 

with the Mt Canobolas Volcanic Complex in the background 

 

The recently completed Gosling Creek Age Care facility and the possibility of a private 
hospital and further accommodation on Forest Road immediately opposite the existing 
Hospital may further increase the use of the Gosling Creek Reserve Precinct and the facilities 
on offer. There are significant opportunities to enable the Reserve to be more accessible to 
a wider cross section of the community, both locally and regionally. The opportunity to 
provide for greater visitation to the Reserve shall be balanced by the carrying capacity of the 
Reserve’s environment. 
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The main visitor area within the Reserve includes a children’s play facility, barbecue and 
picnic shelters and toilet block, these features are located centrally on the northern side of 
the reservoir. These facilities occur within an area irrigated with raw water pumped directly 
from the reservoir. Likewise the toilet block uses raw water pumped directly from the 
reservoir for toilet flushing and hand washing. The toilet facility and caretaker’s cottage are 
connected to town sewer via a pump out system. 

 

 

Image 20 – Toilet facility is ideally locate near the children’s play facility and main 
picnic and barbecue area and blends well with the natural environment August 2017. 

The reserve has 2.8 kilometres of sealed shared pathway and 1.5 kilometres of gravel 
surfaced pathway. The pathways connect the Reserve to a network of shared pathways 
servicing the southern side of the City including adjacent ecological reserves; Hinton, 
Bloomfield and Black Sallee Reserves, the Bloomfield Hospital Precinct, Sir Jack Brabham 
Park and the new residential subdivision of Shiralee.  

 

Image 21: Shared path network August 2017 
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Image 22: Boardwalk under single span brick arch bridge on Forest Road, linking 
Gosling Creek Reserve to Black Sallee Reserve over Gosling Creek. 

At the western perimeter of the reserve there is an access point through the brick single 
arch bridge of Forest Road spanning Gosling Creek. This access point connects with Black 
Sallee Reserve and the southern link off road cycle / walking trail (Research Agricultural 
Station No1 Travelling Stock Route – Crown Land) to Shiralee (Corner of Shiralee Road and 
Shiralee Road). In this western end of the reserve a second link, via a low boardwalk, that 
spans Gosling Creek where it deltas into the reservoir body and creates a wetland, provides 
access to the southern mostly undeveloped side of the reservoir.  

 

A gravel track on this southern side of the reservoir follows an elevated contour, running 
parallel to the reservoir shoreline, and leads visitors to a fishing deck in the south-east 
corner of the reservoir. The southern portion of Gosling Creek Reserve remains largely 
undeveloped. Whilst some restoration work to revegetate the site has been undertaken 
there is significant potential for further revegetation and restoration works to be performed.  

 

A recent addition to the visitor experience is the construction of a beach or graded access 
point to the reservoir body. The feature was constructed following Council obtaining a 
‘Dredging and Reclamation Permit’ from the Department of Primary Industry – NSW 
Fisheries division. The graded access point has been constructed to permit ease of access to 
the reservoir for athletes competing in the swimming leg of triathlon events. 
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Image 23: Beach access point looking to dam wall August 2017 

 

Views of Gosling Creek Reservoir for passing motorists are limited to partial views of the 
reservoir and trail network when crossing the Forest Road bridge over Gosling Creek and in 
front of the NSW Rural Fire Service Canobolas Zone Centre and looking eastwards across the 
reservoir. Forest Road, Bloomfield Road and Bargwanna Road provide views of the Box Gum 
Grassy Woodland remnant vegetation area and the regeneration work that has been 
undertaken.  

 

The adjacent parkland, to the east, Bloomfield Reserve offers an expansive area for 
controlled off leash dog exercising. Due to the environmentally based recreation theme of 
Gosling Creek Reserve (protecting wildlife such as water fowl), the children’s playground and 
picnicking facilities, the expansive network within the Reserve of safe shared pathways 
where children can learn to ride a pushbike, roller skates, scooter etc there is an exclusion 
policy that does not permit dogs, whether leashed or not, within the Reserve. This policy 
should be maintained as a key attribute of the Reserve for the safe and nuisance free 
attributes the prohibition of dogs enables. 
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Image 24: Fishing deck on the southern shore line August 2017 

 

Image 25: Giant Sequoia and Deodar from Bloomfield Road 

North western corner of Reserve – main entry point August 2017 
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The Giant Sequoia and Deodar Cedar located within the Reserve near the corner of Forest 
and Bloomfield Roads are partially visible from Forest Road as their pyramidal form reaches 
above the surrounding and predominantly native vegetation. Views from outside the 
reserve of the picnic, playground and beach access area are very restricted from the 
surrounding road network.  

 

Internally many points along the shared path network offer commanding views over the 
Reservoir and to the west the Mt Canobolas volcanic complex.  

 

Clearing of the remnant of non-commercially viable plantation timber (Pinus  ggrega) from 
the southern side of the reservoir, Community Land portion of the Reserve, has opened 
views from the surrounding rural land parcels to the south of the Reserve.   

 

 

Image 26: View from the southern shoreline across to the picnic area on the northern 
side of the reservoir and northern end of dam wall (centre right of image) Lombardy 

Poplars and Giant Sequoia 

 

2.8 PRESCRIBED DAM REQUIREMENTS 

Gosling Creek Dam was opened in 1890 and is a prescribed dam in New South Wales (Dam 
Safety Act 1978 No 96 Schedule 1 Prescribed Dams). The dam is on the NSW Dam Safety 
Committee’s (DSC) highest risk dams list. As Orange City Council is the authority with care, 
control and management responsibilities on behalf of the NSW Crown Lands it is required to 
satisfy all safety requirements for the dam on a continual basis.  



GOSLING CREEK RESERVE PLAN OF MANAGEMENT 

Page 32 of 51 

It is noted that normally only dams over fifteen metres in height are prescribed, however as 
the Gosling Creek Reservoir may pose a threat to public safety, property or the environment 
if it failed, it is listed on Scheduled 1 in the Dam Safety Act 1978. Orange City Council has the 
legal obligation to make informed judgements as to the degree of risk dam failure may pose 
and therefore the ongoing task to maintain the dam wall in a sound condition. 

 

Given the age and condition of the dam wall, it is the DSC’s view ‘that structural failure 
would likely occur in a 1:100,000 Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP). Based on this 
structural uncertainty, the DSC has requested that geotechnical testing be undertaken to 
confirm the stability of the dam wall. Information from this geotechnical work is essential for 
assessing any likely remedial options for the dam wall and their detailed design.   

 

Systematic operation, maintenance and surveillance procedures contribute to the proper 
functioning of a dam under all conditions. The dam needs to be regularly reviewed to take 
into account changing standards and knowledge since the time of its construction, as well as 
the aging and/or deterioration of original materials and foundations. The activities around, 
on and below the dam, as well as changes in development downstream, also need to be 
regularly reviewed. 

 

The NSW Dam Safety Committee requires Council, as the owner of the structure to arrange: 

 Regular monitoring and surveillance of the dam, 

 Ongoing assessment of the dam’s  ggregate on the basis of monitoring and surveillance 
information, 

 Regularly review of the compliance of the dam with current standards, and 

 Reviews of all such information by experience personnel followed by appropriate 
action to ensure that the dam is maintained in a safe condition. 

 

Council has in place an appropriate Dam Safety Emergency Plan with relevant information 
being supplied to the State Emergency Service and local emergency management agencies. 
Surveillance reports on the Dam must be provided by Council to the Dam Safety Committee 
at five (5) yearly intervals. Annual Intermediate Reports must also be provided to the DSC. 
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2.9 WATER QUALITY 

Established influences on Gosling Creek Reservoir’s water quality are likely to be dominated 
by agricultural activities e.g. stock grazing in the Dam’s upstream catchment and, to a lesser 
extent, recreation activities around the Dam and fauna stocks at the Dam itself.  

There is limited historic water quality data for Gosling Creek Reservoir, with the most 
relevant being from monitoring undertaken between October 2016 and May 2017, in 
consideration of use of the water body for recreational activity. Monthly laboratory and field 
testing was conducted for water samples from Gosling Creek Reservoir as per the Australian 
and New Zealand Environmental Conservation Council Guidelines (ANZECC Guidelines). 
Monitoring by Council staff resumed in September 2017. 

 

A review of the limited dataset against guidelines suggests that it should be satisfactory for 
recreational activities into the future, as the water quality is generally good to very good. 
The data does however point to the need for ongoing monitoring of blue-green algae to 
confirm suitability for ‘primary contact’ activities. 

 

Primary contact activities include those where the whole body or the face and trunk are 
frequently immersed or the face is frequently wet by spray and where it is likely that some 
water will be swallowed or inhaled, or come into contact with the ears, nasal passages, 
mucous membranes or cuts in the skin (eg swimming, diving). In consideration of the limited 
dataset, the quality of water within Gosling Creek Reservoir is suitable for ‘secondary 
contact’ activities; where only the limbs are regularly wet and in which greater contact is 
unusual such as boating, fishing or wading and including the occasional and inadvertent 
immersion through slipping into the water. 

 

A water quality monitoring program has been established against the ANZECC Guidelines in 
considering the potential for future use of Gosling Creek Reservoir for primary contact 
activities. The program will operate for the swimming season (September to May) and shall 
provide timely input for consideration of appropriate responses under the Gosling Creek 
Reservoir Water Safety Plan.      

 

It is therefore recommended that management continue and develop an historic record of 
water quality laboratory testing as per the ANZECC Guidelines for the period August to May, 
covering each swimming season.  
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3. CURRENT MAINTENANCE PRACTICES 
The current maintenance level of service for Gosling Creek Reserve is reasonably high as the 
park is a Regional level facility, equal to Lake Canobolas Reserve or the Orange Botanic 
Gardens. Council’s frequent maintenance activities are centered on the childrens 
playground and picnic facilities; with works undertaken by a roving maintenance work team. 

 

Maintenance of the main picnic area includes: 

 Mowing of lawns 

 Rubbish collection and emptying of bins 

 Cleaning of barbecues and toilet facility 

 Playground safety inspections, repairs and maintenance to softfall 

 Irrigation of picnic and lawns surrounding the playground 

 

Other activities that occur from time to time are bush regeneration in the remnant 
vegetation areas, weed control of both noxious and environmental weeds across the site, 
controlled burning for environmental purposes, walking trail repairs and other infrastructure 
repair work as and when required. 

 

3.1 FUTURE MAINTENANCE PRACTICES 

Protection and enhancement of the remnant patch of Grassy Box Woodland [an Ecologically 
Endangered Vegetation Community (EEC) – Commonwealth Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act)], with particular emphasis on plants that are under 
threat in the western Central Tablelands area; plants such as Silver Banksia (Banksia 
 ggregate) which is only known to occur on Berrilee Road and is the western most extent of 
this species recorded in Florabank, the previously mentioned Small fruited Hakea (Hakea 
 ggregate ) with only one known natural population of less than ten plants within the Gosling 
Creek Reserve network and Black Gum (Eucalyptus  ggregate) listed as Vulnerable on both 
the Commonwealth EPBC Act and State Threatened Species Conservation Act. 

 

Management, maintenance and enhancement (capital improvements) of the Reserve are 
issues that shall be appropriately budgeted and planned for, so as to achieve the desired 
recreational and environmental outcomes.  

 

Over time greater emphasis shall be placed on the management of the remnant vegetation 
with expansion of the area, linkages within and to neighbouring sites. Control of introduced 
species especially grasses, Phalaris, Sweet Vernal and Cocksfoot; woody weeds Firethorn, 
Hawthorn and Scotch Broom is paramount in achieving natural regeneration of endemic box 
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gum grassy woodland. Lack of recruitment because of weed competition is a key threat to 
both the understory and canopy species.  

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id+20128 

3.2 FUTURE USES 

The Gosling Creek Reserve Master Plan Report (Environmental Partnerships 2001) 
established a range of opportunities that harmoniously integrate ‘recreational use with 
sustainable environmental management’. To date many of these activities have been 
established within the reserve, for example: 

 Picnic / Barbecue / Passive recreation 

 Recreational fishing / Fly casting 

 Walking / Running 

 Recreational Cycling 

 Playground / Outdoor Fitness Stations 

 Bird watching 

 Bird Refuge Island 

 Sandy beach for swimmers access to water 

 

The Reserve, noting the environmental significance and biodiversity values contained within, 
has the capacity for further development to enhance the visitor experience and broaden the 
range of passive and active recreational attributes available to the community. 
Opportunities are outlined below.  

 

3.2.1 Adaptive Reuse of the Caretakers Cottage 

The Caretakers Cottage has potential for adaptive reuse and may, as the visitor numbers 
attending the reserve increase, operate as a kiosk or café under a license or lease 
agreement.  

3.2.2 Primary and Secondary Contact with the Reservoir 

The Master Plan report outlines the potential to develop a jetty and drop off zone for 
visitors wishing to access the reservoir body for canoeing and other non-motorized boating 
activities. An access road adjacent to the Caretakers Cottage with a turning circle and short 
term parking for dropping off boating equipment is considered as a suitable development 
and maintains the exclusion of vehicles from within the reserve. (Refer to page 27 of the 
Master Plan Report). 

 

 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id+20128
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Two exclusions zones are required for swimmers and watercraft likely to be used on the 
reservoir. The first exclusion zone being the western end where Gosling Creek flows into the 
reservoir and a wetland environment has been formed and the floating habitat island has 
been installed. This area is labelled as an Environmental Exclusion Zone. 

 

The second exclusion zone is a Dam Safety Zone established to restrict watercraft and 
swimmers from approaching closer than 15 metres of the dam wall. Refer to image 26 below 
identifying the exclusion zones. 

 

 

Image 27: Exclusion Zones for swimming and watercraft use to be delineated by marker 
buoys tethered together. 

 

 Western area – Excluded for environmental purposes, floating habitat island, wetland 
and refuge for water fowl. 

 Eastern area – Dam wall safety exclusion zone  
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3.2.3 Pedestrian Access Across the Dam Wall Linking the Northern and Southern Sides of 
the Reservoir 

As outlined in the Landscape Master Plan Report (Page 23 Point 11) the dam wall may afford 
the opportunity for the construction of an elevated walkway, in the form of a gangway, to 
link the southern side of the Reservoir to the northern side creating a circuit around the 
Reservoir body. A walkway on top of the dam wall would provide park users with a unique 
perspective from which to view the surrounding environment. The walkway could 
incorporate an observation area part way along with seating and interpretation. 

 

Image 28: Gosling Creek Reserve Master Plan Report, Environmental Partnerships 
(NSW) Pty Ltd July 2001 – Adaptive reuse of the Caretakers Cottage and canoe/kayak 
drop off access and short term parking. 

 

3.2.4 Sporting Events Including Triathlon 

In the first quarter of the 2017 year triathlon events were trialed at Gosling Creek Reserve 
and proved to be extremely successful. This Management Plan supports the continued use 
of the recreational reserve for sporting activities such as triathlon, other primary (water) and 
non-motorised secondary contact (water) activities.  
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3.2.5 Additional Structures eg Lookout Tower, Storage Sheds for Reserve Users 

The Gosling Creek Reserve Master Plan outlines a number of additional features to enhance 
the passive recreational experience for visitors. These items include a jetty for accessing and 
launching non-powered watercraft, a landmark viewing tower, bird hides and a boardwalk 
across the dam wall with observation deck. 

 

3.2.6 Human Powered Vehicle Circuit 

The network of pathways within the reserve and to adjoining reserves may require 
widening, redirection of radius to intersections and sweeping sections of pathway to open 
the Reserve to other wheeled forms of active and passive recreation such as Human 
Powered Vehicles, cycling or blading events. Any expansion to the network of shared 
pathways shall consider the impact on remnant vegetation, natural regeneration and 
revegetation activities that have been undertaken within the Reserve prior to proceeding. 
Path widening or redirection shall not be undertaken where the impact on remnant 
vegetation is likely to reduce its significance, condition or connectivity, or where tree, shrub 
or ground cover layer removal is required.  

 

3.2.7 Sporting and Recreational Infrastructure  

Additional infrastructure to support the conduct of sporting events and recreation are 
recommended. These could include but not be limited to: 

 Installation of potable water;  

 Formalised transition zone and associated infrastructure for triathlon events; 

 Fish cleaning tables; 

 Storage facilities for sporting equipment; 

 Secondary access / egress sandy beach; 

  Additional amenities. 
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3.3 BASIS FOR MANAGEMENT 

3.3.1 Values and Significance 

Section 11 of the Crowns Lands Act (1989) outlines the management principle for Crown 
Land and the Local Government Act (NSW) 1993 specifically addresses the need for Plans of 
Management to identify the value and significance of the subject site for a range of criteria. 

Set out below are the assessments of values and significance which are based on an 
overview of the key issues and objectives contained in the previous sections of this PoM. 

 

3.3.2 Heritage Value 

State, Regional and Local Significance 

The Reserve has significance with the reservoir and dam being a former water supply system 
for the City of Orange, the Caretakers Cottage and the historically significant exotic tree 
plantings associated with the dam. Historical features of the landscape should be conserved 
and interpreted.  

 

3.3.3 Social Value 

Regional and Local Significance 

A place for passive and active recreation in a natural bushland setting and in close proximity 
the City of Orange. 

 

3.3.4 Natural Value 

State, Regional and Local Significance 

The Reserve has significance as a site containing remnants of the Box Gum Grassy 
Woodlands (BGGW) which are an Ecologically Endangered Vegetation Community (EEC).  

In addition to the BGGW EEC,  the reservoir water body and remnant vegetation contained 
on the site and the vegetative connectivity to adjoining sites offers corridors, habitat and 
dispersal mechanisms for species as listed on the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 
as Vulnerable Species to find shelter and refuge, including but not limited to:  
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Common Name Scientific Name Observation 

Squirrel Glider  Petaurus norfolcensis Visual observation Bloomfield Hospital 
bushland  

Superb Parrot Polytelis swainsonii Visual observation Bloomfield Park and 
surrounds 

Blue Billed Duck Oxyura australis Not recorded 

Freckled Duck Stictonetta naevosa Not recorded 

Powerful Owl Ninox strenua Audible observation Gosling Creek 
Reserve Precinct 

 

3.3.5 Visual Value 

Local Significance  

Scenic rural views with remnant vegetation, views in all directions across the reservoir and 
views to the Mount Canobolas Volcanic Complex. 

 

3.3.6 Recreational Value 

Local and Regional Significance  

Gosling Creek Reserve and its connectivity to a network of Reserves, the Bloomfield Hospital 
Campus via shared pathways are highly valued by local residents and visitors. The recent 
hosting of Triathlon events has raised the profile of the Reserve both regionally and 
statewide; further events will continue to promote the passive and active recreational 
aspects of the Reserve. 

 

3.3.7 Cultural Value 

Local and Regional Significance 

Aboriginal values of the Reserve should be respected and where appropriate Aboriginal 
cultural heritage should be interpreted. 
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3.4 STRATEGIES 

The strategies for the Reserve are set out on the following pages in table format for ease of 
reference and implementation.   

OCC – ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 

CLD – CROWN LANDS DIVISION 

OLAC – ORANGE LOCAL ABORIGINAL LANDS COUNCIL 
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STRATEGY 
PRIORITY PLANNING 

CONSTRUCTION / 
INSTALLATION 

MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY 

Reserve Enjoyment 
Overarching Principle: 
Enable sustainable recreational use of the Reserve that takes advantage of its natural 
environment and visual setting 

     

Picnicking: 

 Provide additional picnic facilities (shelters, picnic tables and barbecues) 
adjoining the lake edge (refer 6.2 Masterplan) 

 
3 

 

✓ 

   
OCC 

 Install potable water bottle/bubbler points within the reserve. With the 
construction of the Rural Fire Centre Canobolas Zone Head Quarters there is 
the opportunity to supply potable water for consumption by reserve visitors   

1  ✓  OCC 

Swimming: 

 Undertake regular testing of water quality 

2   ✓  
OCC 

  Install a water quality information sign (similar to fire danger signs) for visitor 
information 

  ✓  OCC 

 Install exclusion zone signage and signage buoys for both the Environmental 
Restriction and Dam Safety Zones 

2  ✓  OCC 

 Construct second beach access point for safety watercraft usage during 
swimming/triathlon events  

1  ✓  OCC 

Fishing: 

 Facilitate regular native fish stocking events  

3    NSW DPI 
Fisheries 

Boating / Canoeing / Kayaking: 

 Formalise / construct a safe water access point for kayaks (refer masterplan) 

 Restrict water access to single designated access point in main visitor precinct 

 
2 
1 
 
 

 

✓ 

✓ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OCC  
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Reserve Identity and Promotion: 

 Undertake a community awareness program about the Reserves heritage, 
recreational and environmental resources including Council’s website  

 
2 

 

✓ 

 
 

 
 

 
OCC 

Events: 

 Provide open space areas for events and festivals compatible with the 
Reserves character and scale 

3    

✓ 

OCC 

 

STRATEGY PRIORITY PLANNING CONSTRUCTION 
/ 
INSTALLATION 

MANAGEMEN
T 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Reserve Access 

Overarching Principle: 

Provide equitable access for all members of the community to enjoy a variety of aspects 
available at the reserve.   

 

Overarching Principle: 

Formalise access points and internal access network maximising recreation opportunities 
whilst minimising environmental impacts 

     

Cars and Parking: 

 Rationalise parking and construction of canoe/kayak drop-off access road and 
short term parking as per Landscape Master Plan  

 

3 

 

✓ 

 

 

  

OCC 

Cycling: 

 Encourage nearby residents to cycle and walk to the Reserve instead of driving 

1  

✓

  OCC 

 Provide racks for secure bike parking at the main visitor interest points 2  ✓  OCC 

 Erect signage at track heads and intersections that notify users where cycling 
is/isn’t permitted 

2  ✓  OCC 

Walking: 

 Ensure that new tracks within the main visitor precinct comply with disabled 
access requirements 

 

3 

 

✓ 

   

OCC 
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STRATEGY PRIORITY PLANNING CONSTRUCTION 
/ 

INSTALLATION 

MANAGEMEN
T 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Reserve Protection - Conserving the Environment, Heritage and Character 

Overarching Principle: 

Manage natural assets to protect and improve remnant vegetation, wildlife corridors, 
riparian and aquatic ecosystems, endangered ecological communities and native fauna 

     

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Heritage: 

• Conserve and protect heritage items for future generations 

 

1 

    

 Provide interpretive information to convey the significance of the precincts 
heritage to visitors 

2 ✓   OLAC, OCC 

Natural Heritage and Environment: 

• Conserve the Reserves native vegetation communities and minimise impacts from 
visitors and adjoining areas 

     

 To compliment Gosling Creek Reserves original reservation for “Public 
Recreation” an additional purpose of “Environmental Protection” should be 
assigned to support the natural heritage values of the site 

1 ✓   OCC, CLD 

Native Vegetation: 

 Participate in recovery and threat abatement planning with respect to 
endangered ecological communities and threatened flora species and implement 
actions of Recovery Plans and Threat Abatement Plans where possible 

 

2 
  

 

✓ 

 

OCC 

 Protect and enhance threatened plant species in accordance with the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995 

 Establish a partnership with Schools to ensure protection of identified 
endangered / threatened species and endangered ecological communities in 
adjoining bushland 

 

2 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✓ 

✓ 

OCC 

 

Bushland Management: 

 Minimise the invasion and displacement of native species by controlling both 
noxious and environmental weeds 

1   ✓ OCC 

 Encourage regeneration of endemic species 2   ✓ OCC 

 Increase native species diversity through improvement of the natural 
environment 

1   ✓ OCC 
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 Link fragmented bushland and corridors to increase core habitat areas for species 
and populations 

1 ✓  ✓ OCC 

 Monitor condition of bushland and report on an annual basis 1   ✓ OCC 

Native Wildlife: 

• Reduce impacts from feral animals that threaten native fauna species 

1    

 

OCC 

 Undertake regular flora and fauna surveys 2   ✓ OCC 

 Dogs to remain prohibited from Gosling Creek Reserve at all times to prevent 
conflicts with native wildlife. Appropriate signage to be installed at track /reserve 
entry points 

3   ✓ OCC 

Views: 

 Ensure that views of the reservoir surrounded by natural vegetation are 
preserved as an intrinsic quality of the Reserve 

1   ✓ OCC 
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STRATEGY PRIORITY PLANNING CONSTRUCTION 
/ 

INSTALLATION 

MANAGEMEN
T 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Reserve Maintenance and Facilities   

Overarching Principle: 

Improve visitor facilities and experiences whilst minimising environmental impacts 

     

Leases and licensed premises 

• Seek opportunit ies to  lease the and adaptively reuse the Care Takers Cottage as a 
kiosk / café ensuring that it is operated for a clear community benefit 

1 

2 

✓    

OCC Waste: 

 

•Maintain a regular waste service offering recycling, whilst deterring domestic waste 
disposal at the reserve. 

    

 

 

 OCC 

 Manage fac i l ity user waste appropriately  

 

1 

 

  ✓ OCC 

Facilities and Infrastructure: 

 Continue testing and monitoring of the dam wall structure 

 Restrict kayak and swimming access to dam wall with a floating cordon 

• Undertake regular ranger patrols to ensure compliance with conditions of use 

 

 

1 

2 

1 

 

 

 

✓ 

 

 

 

 

✓ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCC 

OCC 

OCC 

 

Landscaping and Pathways: 

• All pathways, tracks and trails located within bushland areas are to minimise 
environmental impacts 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

  

OCC  New or upgraded pathways will utilise permeable materials to minimise run-off and 
maximise soil penetration 

1 ✓   OCC 

 Utilise non-invasive and low water use turf in new picnic areas to minimise 
encroachment into nearby bushland 

1 ✓   OCC 

 Utilise locally indigenous plant species in all reserve plantings (except cultural 
plantings) to prevent the invasion of exotic species into nearby bushland 

1 ✓   OCC 
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3.5 REVIEWING THE PLAN 

For this plan to remain relevant and current in the preceding years it will be essential that it be 
reviewed consistently and in a logical order.  In line with the targets and performance measures 
set out in the previous section it is recommended that the Plan be reviewed in the following 
sequences and time spans, starting from the most frequent review required. 

 

Yearly: 

Review progress of Master Plan Implementation Program 

 

Every Five Years: 

 Review progress on all strategies 

 Review priorities 

 Review all objectives 

 Review and update Statutory Controls (LEP/DCP) 

 Review Targets and Performance indicators  

 

Every Ten Years: 

 Review strategies and objectives 

 Review and update all background issues 

 Review and update the Values of Significance to reflect the community’s appreciation of 
the Reserve. 

 

3.6 BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 Gosling Creek Reserve Master Plan Report, Environmental Partnerships (NSW) Pty Ltd July 
2001  

 Flora Survey and Assessment Presence and Condition of the ‘Tablelands Snow Gum, Black 
Sallee, Candlebark and Ribbon Gum Grassy Woodland Endangered Ecological Community’ 
Prepared for Orange City Council FloraSearch (Colin C Bower PhD) January 2012. 

 Orange Significant Landscape  

 https://significantlandscapes.orangemuseum.com.au 

 Department of Primary Industries - Lands Trust Handbook A handbook for trusts managing 
Crown Lands reserves, commons and trustees of school of arts 
www.crownland.nsw.gov.au  

 

https://significantlandscapes.orangemuseum.com.au/
http://www.crownland.nsw.gov.au/
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Appendix A: Plan of Management Approval 

The undersigned acknowledge they have reviewed the Gosling Creek Reserve Plan of 
Management. Changes to this Plan of Management will be coordinated with and approved by 
the undersigned or their designated representatives. 

 

 

 

Signature:  Date:  

Print Name:    

Title:    

Role:    

 

Signature:  Date:  

Print Name:    

Title:    

Role:    

 

Signature:  Date:  

Print Name:    

Title:    

Role:    
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APPENDIX B: NATIVE PLANT LIST 

Group Family Exotic Scientific Name Common Name 

D Asteraceae  Cassinia arcuata Chinese shrub 

D Asteraceae  Chrysocephalum apiculatum Yellow buttons 

D Asteraceae  Cymbonotus lawsonianus Bear’s ear 

D Asteraceae  Hypochaeris radicata Flatweed 

D Asteraceae  Microseris lanceolata Yam daisy 

D Asteraceae  Senecio sp.  

D Asteraceae  Solenogyne belloides  

D Brunoniaceae  Brunonia australis Blue pincushion 

D Caryophyllaceae  Scleranthus biflorus Knawel 

D Caryophyllaceae  Scleranthus pungens Prickly knawel 

D Dilleniaceae  Hibbertia obtusifolia Hoary guinea flower 

D Dilleniaceae  Hibbertia riparia Silky guinea flower 

D Euphorbiaceae  Poranthera microphylla Small poranthera 

D Fabaceae (Faboideae)  Daviesia latifolia  

D Fabaceae (Faboideae)  Dillwynia phylicoides Parrot pea 

D Fabaceae (Faboideae)  Hovea linearis Creeping hovea 

D Fabaceae (Faboideae)  Pultenaea subternata  

D Fabaceae (Mimosoideae)  Acacia dealbata Silver wattle 

D Geraniaceae  Geranium solanderi Native geranium 

D Haloragaceae  Gonocarpus elatus Hill raspwort 

D Lamiaceae  Scutellaria humilis Dwarf skullcap 

D Myrtaceae  Eucalyptus bridgesiana Apple box 

D Myrtaceae  Eucalyptus viminalis Ribbon Gum 

D Oxalidaceae  Oxalis perennans Wood sorrel 

D Plantaginaceae  Plantago varia Variable plantain 

D Polygonaceae  Rumex brownii Swamp dock 

D Proteaceae  Hakea microcarpa Small-fruit Hakea 

D Ranunculaceae  Ranunculus sp. Buttercup 

D Rhamnaceae  Cryptandra amara Bitter cryptandra 

D Rosaceae  Acaena nova-zelandiae Bidee bidee 

D Rosaceae  Rubus parvifolius Native raspberry 

D Rubiaceae  Asperula conferta Common woodruff 

D Rubiaceae  Galium gaudichaudii Rough bedstraw 

D Stylidiaceae  Stylidium graminifolium Grass triggerplant 

D Thymelaeaceae  Pimelea sp. Rice flower 

D Thymelaeaceae  Pimelea stricta  

M Asphodelaceae  Bulbine bulbosa Bulbine Lily 

M Juncaceae  Juncus usitatus  

M Lomandraceae  Lomandra filiformis Wattle mat-rush 

M Lomandraceae  Lomandra multiflora Many-flowered mat-rush 

M Phormiaceae  Dianella longifolia? Blue flax lily 

M Phormiaceae  Dianella revolute Native flax lily 

M Poaceae  Danthonia species Wallaby grass 

M Poaceae  Dichelachne micrantha Shorthair plumegrass 

M Poaceae  Poa labillardieri Tussock grass 

M Poaceae  Poa sieberiana Fine-leaf tussock 

M Poaceae  Stipa scabra subsp. falcata Speargrass 

M Poaceae  Themeda triandra (T.australis) Kangaroo grass 

 
Key: D = Dicotyledons     M = Monocotyledons 
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