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Emmaville Cottage was one of the original homesteads on the 
Narrambla Estate.  Andrew Barton (Banjo) Paterson was born on 
Narrambla in 1864. Today the cottage has been relocated and 
restored and is now located in the Orange Botanic Gardens precinct . 

The site is free to visit and open daily. The content in this resource is 
designed to assist teachers to use Emmaville Cottage as a local site 
study. 

The resource includes:
•	 Overview of the site, history and connected groups 
•	 Source materials 
•	 Details for site visits 
•	 Pre visit activities 
•	 Worksheet for classes to use on visits to the site
•	 Post visit activities 
•	 Additional Resources 

Curriculum Links
Emmaville Cottage can be used as a local site study for a number of 
stage 1-3 curriculum units.

Activities and resources for use in classrooms and at the Emmaville 
site are included in this pack. 

•	 Stage 1 - The Past in the Present
The history of a significant person, building, site or part of the natural 
environment in the local community and what it reveals about the 
past (ACHHK044)
•	 Stage 1 – Present and Past Family Life
Differences and similarities between students’ daily lives and life 
during their parents’ and grandparents’ childhoods, including family 
traditions, leisure time and communications (ACHHK030)
•	 Stage 2 – Community and Remembrance 
ONE important example of change and ONE important example of 
continuity over time in the local community, region or state/territory 
(ACHHK061)
•	 Stage 3 - Geography - Humans shape places 
Students investigate how people influence places (ACHGK029)
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Overview of the Site
Emmaville Cottage Timeline 

•	 1830s – Simeon Lord granted 1920 acres in Central NSW. Property named 
Narrambla.

•	 1847 – George Lord son of Simeon sells Narrambla to Frederick Darvall and 
Edward Merson Templer as trustees for the marriage settlement of Rose 
(Rosamond) and John Arthur Templer.

•	 Dec	1848 – Construction of 12 horse power steam mill at Templer’s Mill on 
Narrambla property.

•	 1864 – Andrew Barton Paterson (Banjo) born at Narrambla.

•	 1869 – Templer’s Mill closes and John and Rosamond Templers leave property.

•	 1877 – Narrambla property divided into 24 allotments. 

•	 1908- Farrell family lease Emmaville from George Thirkell.

•	 1916 – Farrell’s purchase Emmaville property.

•	 1975- Farrell family sell Emmaville to Waratah Sports Club.

•	 2012- Relocation and restoration project begins.

•	 2013- Emmaville Cottage is relocated to Orange Botanic Gardens.

•	 2014- Emmaville Cottage opens to the public.
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Saving Emmaville

In November 2011 the Rotary Club of Orange advocated for the 
preservation of the 1850s timber cottage Emmaville.  Emmaville was 
one of the original homesteads on the ‘Narrambla’, Estate on which 
Andrew Barton (Banjo) Paterson was born in 1864.

The original 4-bedroom cottage with veranda at the front and rear 
appears to be of a pre-cut timber frame. The cottage is constructed 
of light timber oregon pine. Methods of construction indicate that it 
is a very early cottage possibly dating back to the 1850s. The walls 
and ceilings are lined with dressed boards, as are the external walls. 
Due to the way the walls are clad, there is a minimum of nails in the 
structure. 

In 2012, a committee was established and chaired by the Rotary 
Club of Orange to develop partnerships and secure funding for the 
restoration project. 

The project involved moving the cottage approximately 1km from 
the Waratah Sports Club to the north side of the Orange Botanic 
Gardens. The move was completed in 2013.

Prior to relocation the original chimneys were dismantled with the 
bricks cleaned and stored.  

Following a tight schedule the services of Rotarians, local builders 
and contractors, suppliers and individuals brought the building back 
to life.  Teams of workers developed a great affection for the cottage 
during weekend working bees.

The corners of the cottage were straightened, new lining boards 
installed on the outside and the roof sheeting was removed, re-rolled 
and reinstated so that the iron sat firmly in place.  Beams and extra 
purloins, sarking and new guttering strengthened and protected the 
roof and ceiling.  

The windows were rebuilt using the original frames and re-glazed 
with a combination new and 19th century clear glass and the 
new chimneys were built using bricks salvaged from the original 
chimneys.  The paint colours were selected to reflect the era, with 
the main bedroom left unpainted to show its original paint colour.

Emmaville Cottage was officially opened in the Orange Botanic 
Gardens on 16 February 2014, as part of the Banjo Paterson Festival 
that celebrated the 150th anniversary of the birth of Andrew Barton 
(Banjo) Paterson.  
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The Cottage and its construction 

To meet increasing demands for homes in Australia during the mid to late 1800s, 
complete prefabricated kit home cottages were offered by manufacturers for 
export. These homes did not need specialist tradesmen. The idea was that anyone 
could follow the instructions and put the building together. 

The doors of Emmaville Cottage are made from imported Redwood timber, most 
likely manufactured in Sydney; the window frames are of Australian Cedar and the 
original timber stumps were of a local Eucalypt.

The plan (see figure 7 in source materials) shows a separate building connected 
to the cottage constructed of wood. The building was purchased in Bathurst 
from the railway in the mid-1920s to accommodate a growing family of three 
generations, then living in the cottage. The house was remodelled in 1926 and 
the exterior kitchen was brought under the one roof. The wood building was 
connected, rather clumsily to the cottage, and turned into a bedroom that 
accessed the rest of the house through an enclosed L-shape veranda.  A small 
bathroom was built as a lean-to on the northern wall of this room.

Kit homes or prefabricated homes are still available today, however they follow a 
different format and use different material than the kit homes of the 1850s.

Example of cottage in NSW built on timber stumps. 



ORANGE REGIONAL MUSEUM

7

Narrambla	

Simeon Lord arrived in Australia as a convict in 1791. After serving 
his time he developed many business interests in the colony. Simeon 
had been granted land holdings at Botany Bay, Tasmania and in the 
NSW countryside. The Narrambla estate was a land grant of 1920 
acres north of the Orange town centre granted to Simeon Lord in the 
1830s. The Wiradjuri word Nayrambla, meaning ‘place of small hills’ 
was retained.  Simeon Lord became one of the wealthiest men in the 
colony of NSW before his death in 1840.

Following the death of Simeon Lord his son George inherited the 
property. In 1847 George advertised the estate for sale. 

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE CONTRACT
The Estate of Nyrambla, the residence of Mr. George Lord, situated 
at Frederick’s Valley, distant about thirty-five miles from Bathurst, 
on the road to Wellington. It contains 1920 acres of land, enclosed 
and subdivided into paddocks; has a good dwelling-house, with out-
offices, a four horse power thrashing machine, and a mill for grinding 
and dressing flour upon it, is well supplied with water in the driest sea 
sons, and known to be one of the best and most complete agricultural 
establishments in the district.

For particulars apply to Mr. George Lord, on the Estate; Mr. Francis 
Lord, Bathurst; or Mr. Edward Lord, Macquarie-place, Sydney.

Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 29 January 1847 

Narrambla was purchased by Frederick Darvall and Edward Merson 
Templer as trustees for the marriage settlement of Rose (Rosamond) 
and John Arthur Templer in 1847.  Rose and John Arthur were 
residing on Narrambla when Rose gave birth to her first child.  It was 
reported in December 1848 that Templer commenced operations of a 
12 horse-power steam mill on the property (later known as Templer’s 
Mill). 

Andrew Barton ‘Banjo’ Paterson was born at a homestead within the 
Narrambla estate on the 17 February 1864. Rosamond Templer was 
an aunt of Banjo’s mother, Rose Isabella Paterson. The mill closed in 
1869 and the Templers’ moved to New Zealand.



ORANGE REGIONAL MUSEUM

8

Narrambla cont...

Despite many changes the Templer and Darvall families remained sole trustees 
of Narrambla. Other Trustees included Merson Templer, Robert Barton (Banjo 
Paterson’s grandfather), Henry Kater, John Paterson and Andrew Paterson 
(Banjo’s father).

On 26 June 1877 the Narrambla estate was offered for auction at the Royal Hotel, 
Orange.  It was subdivided into 24 allotments; the construction of the railway line 
to Stuart Town bisected Narrambla in two.  The eastern third of Narrambla’s 1920 
acres was offered intact as lot 24, containing a homestead and flour mill.  The 
remaining 1264 acres was divided into 21 lots of varying size.  The middle portion 
of Narrambla remained unsold until 1887 when the new trustees finally sold lots 
13 to 20.

James Barrett Lane purchased a portion of eastern Narrambla; and 212 acres 
of western Narrambla was purchased by John Charles McLachlan.  McLachlan 
then sold the land known as ‘Emmaville’ to John William Smith who purchased 
additional land within the Narrambla area in 1889.  When John Smith died in 1895 
the large Narrambla estate was repossessed by the Australian Bank of Commerce 
and sold to George Thirkell as an investment property, with the sale finalised in 
1913.

James Farrell and his wife Elizabeth leased Emmaville as farming land and 
occupied the cottage from 1908.  In 1916, James’ sons, Jack and Bob Farrell 
purchased the land they had been leasing from George Thirkell. The Farrell’s 
remained living in Emmaville Cottage and working a portion of the surrounding 
Narrambla estate until 1975, when the family sold the land to the local Waratah 
Sports Club.
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The Garden

It was upon Emmaville’s ownership by the Farrell’s in the 1916 that 
fruit trees, livestock as well as vegetable gardens were established 
around the home. The garden was extended out incorporating 26 
acres of orchard and 14 acres of grapevines with various plants 
grown including cherries, plums, peaches, pears, quinces, apples 
and large pine trees. The garden itself changed from a traditional 
English garden filled with flowers, to being filled with more practical 
things such as fruits and vegetables that could be used in everyday 
lives. Fenced off from the livestock, the garden beds contained: 
pumpkins, zucchini, corn, spinach, mulberries, herbs and many 
more.

The homestead was well irrigated with a natural lagoon in close 
proximity. This provided plenty of water for both the gardens and the 
livestock on the property. The natural lagoon is still present today 
and is now a part of the Waratah Wetlands. 

The Templer family emphasised that the houses’ most notable 
feature was the front flower garden.

‘The beds contained all the old English high-scented flowers that our 
ancestors love. Moss roses predominate, with wallflowers, stocks, 
lilacs, lavender and other highly perfumed flowers bordered by 
violets…’

An 1871 plan indicated that no garden was present however, as time 
moved on various native and fruit trees were planted. The inclusion 
of various flowers was not uncommon for a garden in this period as 
many wished to recreate the classic English cottage garden, with its 
protection by fences it gave these gardens a classical English feel. 
Although there were many attempts to grow English trees to make 
it seem more authentic, many did not survive the Australian climate 
including the English Oaks proving some English trees less resilient.
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Cottage Life

For many early settlers during the late 1800s and early 1900s their first home was 
made of bark or mud and slab. Emmaville Cottage was slightly more grand in it 
structure and appearance, being made from timber.   The original house consisted 
of two separate buildings, the wattle and daub building served as the kitchen and 
living area and the weatherboard building (Emmaville Cottage) contained several 
bedrooms.  

The kitchen and living area provided a warm place and an area to prepare and 
cook meals.  Furnishings included a large cedar kitchen table, chairs and a 
fireplace.  This was an area that was used to entertain visitors and bring the family 
together for social occasions. Water was collected from the roof  into tanks and 
was heated for the washing up to be done in vessels on the kitchen table; and 
baths were taken in tin hip baths.  The laundry was usually done once a week.  

In 1926 a local builder built a brick house on the Emmaville property, he then 
renovated the weatherboard cottage for James and Elizabeth Farrell to live in.  
The kitchen building made of wattle and daub was demolished.  Four of the 
rooms from the original timber cottage were kept; a fifth room in good condition 
was moved to the north-west corner of the cottage that had an L-shape veranda. 
Rooms too dilapidated to retain were demolished, leaving the cottage to consist 
of two bedrooms, a dining room, a kitchen and a combined bathroom/laundry. 
Early farmers were self-sufficient growing what food was in season.  Emmaville 
was no exception being located on good fertile land.  During the Great Depression 
in the 1930s, Emmaville sustained its residents with home grown food.  Oats, 
potatoes and peas were sown; there was 14 acres of vineyard and an orchard 
yielding apples, cherries, pears, plums, peaches, quince and walnuts.  The one 
cow was able to provide enough milk and butter for two families.

It was not uncommon for children to sleep in the parents’ bedroom and when 
necessary extended family members overflowed into lounge-rooms; at one time 
the veranda directly outside the living room was converted into a bedroom by 
enclosing the sides with ply board, it had no insulation. Neither of the bedrooms 
had fireplaces, but housed large beds.
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Case Study: The Farrell Family 

Robert Farrell was born in 1806, the second son of Michael and Mary 
Ellen Farrell, in Ireland at Upper Grange, Gorebridge, in the county 
of Kilkenny.  Robert married Catherine White in 1838 and after 
Catherine’s death he married Mary Murphy in1856. 

Robert followed his brothers, James and Michael, to Australia in 
c1860 in search of a better future for his family.  He worked to pay 
the fares for his family to join him.  His wife, Mary, and three of their 
children, James (18), Mary (15), and Ellen (16) arrived in Australia in 
1863. 

On arrival James had the coach fare for only his step-mother and 
sisters.  He placed them on the coach to Bathurst and then set 
out to walk the 160 miles across the Blue Mountains, some of the 
most rugged country in Australia. Arriving in Orange in April, 1864 
about the time of the death of James Farrell snr, who was listed as a 
‘shepherd’ on his death certificate. 

Robert worked for Thomas Dalton on his Bletchington farms 
and their first home was built on the site of what is now Anson 
Street near Margaret Street.  Robert’s son, James, followed in his 
footsteps managing the farms on Bletchington for Thomas Dalton 
while also leasing his own farm at  Bletchington. James prospered 
as a farmer and went on to marry Elizabeth Reedy and have ten 
children. Bletchington remained their home until the family moved 
to Emmaville. James was a horseman of repute and was the NSW 
ploughing champion. He ploughed the streets in East Orange when it 
was being laid out.

The Farrell’s were familiar with Emmaville as they were frequent 
visitors to the Smiths in the homestead at Emmaville.  In fact, it is 
thought the route of Anson Road followed the path worn by the 
Farrells over the years visiting the Smith family.  

James’ son, Robert (Bob) worked for the Smiths breaking in and 
training Walers, horses from the west of NSW for the Boer War. Horse 
shoes were often ploughed up over the next 80 years. 

James, with his neighbour William Maker, ploughed and made the 
road between Anson Street and Kearney’s Lane. James acted as 
caretaker of Orange’s first golf course (located to the west of Anson 
Road) holding the keys of the entrance gate to the course. He also 
trained greyhounds successfully and was a prominent member of 
various organisations including the Showground and Hibernian 
Societies. The Farrell home was often the first place of call when 
newcomers from Ireland arrived.
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Case Study: The Farrell Family cont...

James, with his wife Elizabeth, and their seven adult children moved to 
Emmaville homestead in 1908 on a lease basis.  When further subdivision took 
place, Bob Farrell and his brother John (Jack) Thomas Farrell purchased 114 acres 
of Emmaville which became the home of the Farrell family for over 60 years.

When the Farrells moved into the original house it consisted of two separate 
buildings, one a kitchen living area built of wattle and daub and the other built of 
weatherboards that contained several bedrooms.

The family farmed oats and hay and managed a dairy on the property while 
establishing the first orchard block and grape vines. James and Jack continued 
the dairy business while Bob managed the cropping.  Magnificent Clydesdale 
horses were used for ploughing, harvesting and pulling the spray cart for 
the orchard.  The grain shed was built with slab and bush timber and was a 
monument to ingenuity and bush carpentry.

Bob found time for sport, and his love was rugby union which he played for years 
becoming one of a number of local legends, described in newspaper reports as 
“the king of hookers”.  He played as a forward in the Western District team that 
defeated the English touring team in 1908.  When the split occurred in the football 
code (rugby union/rugby league) in 1908 Bob “had just reached (his) best” but in 
League he discovered another passion. He continued to play and captain the local 
league team until he was 43. 

In 1926 a new brick house was completed on Emmaville, funded by the most 
profitable cherry crop ever produced on the orchard. Gran (Elizabeth), Jack and 
his sister Kate moved into their new home. 

Meanwhile the old weatherboard house, known now as Emmaville Cottage, was 
partially demolished and then rebuilt by Maf Hicks who pulled down the old 
kitchen and living quarters and refashioned the building for a new generation. 
Bob married Ellen (Nell) Fisher in 1926 and lived in the original home where their 
children Bob, Jim, Margaret and Bernard were born. There was no electricity but 
they did have the luxury of a phone.

The Great Depression followed by World War II, were challenging times but they 
struggled and survived and the orchard blocks expanded to cover 100 of the 114 
acres.

When Bob Farrell snr died in 1944, the property was worked by Jack and Bob’s 
family. When Jack died in 1950, Nell and her children moved into the brick house. 
The ‘old house’ was rented for some years until Jim Farrell and his wife Alma 
moved there following their marriage in 1956 and began rearing their seven 
children, five of whom lived at Emmaville.

Emmaville was sold to Orange Waratah Sports Club in 1975
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Source Materials
Any of the materials below can be used as educational resources. Please contact Orange Regional 
Museum if you have any questions about using these materials. 

Figure 1: Image of Emmaville Cottage in 2011 before relocation and 
restoration.
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Figure 2: Image of Emmaville Cottage being moved in 2013.
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Figure 3: Images of Emmaville Cottage in 2014 after opening at  
Orange Botanic Gardens.
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Figure 4: Images of Gardens being planted at Emmaville Cottage dur-
ing 2014/15.
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Figure 5: Nell West with child in gardens at Emmaville Cottage  
c. 1925. Image courtesy Margaret Love.
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Figure 6: Plan of Emmaville Cottage as it appears today.
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Figure 7: Plan of Emmaville Cottage with attached building as it 
would have appeared in the 1920s. Courtesy of Barbara Hickson 
(2006).
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Figure 8: A copy of Narrambla Estate Auction Notice 1877, comprising 
the homestead, the mill site and rich agricultural land and mill site. 
Image courtesy Orange & District Historical Society.
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Figure 10: Kate Farrell, Elizabeth Farrell, Nell West nursing baby John 
(back) Nell’s older children Noeline, Patricia and Mollie (front) on the 
veranda of Emmaville Cottage c1925. Image courtesy Margaret Love.
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Figure11: Nell West with child outside Emmaville Cottage c1925. 
Image courtesy Margaret Love.
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Figure 12: James and Elizabeth Farrell c1910s. Image courtesy Keiren 
McLeonard.
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Figure13: “This shows my grandmother, Elizabeth (Lizzie) Farrell, 
sitting outside one section of The Old House (the only name we ever 
gave it) and part of a verandah post of a second building. The building 
behind her remained the site of the five rooms, which were retained, 
while the second section was demolished in 1926.” Margaret Love, 
granddaughter of Elizabeth Farrell.
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Figure 14: Emmaville Cottage kitchen at it appear before the Farrells 
sold the property in the 1970s. 
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Activities for the classroom 
Pre Visit
Activity 1: Watch ABC Video
ABC Video can be accessed here: http://www.abc.net.au/local/
videos/2014/01/29/3934222.htm 

After the video ask your class the questions below about aspects of the cottage, how 
and why it was moved and restored. 

Discussion words: 
It is recommended that teachers discuss the meaning of the following words with students 
prior to asking the questions below.
•	 Preservation/Preserving 
•	 Repair 
•	 Replace
•	 Restored
•	 Heritage 

Discussion questions: 
Why did people in Orange want to move the cottage? 
What parts of the building were preserved not replaced?
What parts of the building were replaced?
What important Australian is connected to the building?

Activity 2: In preparation for your visit to Emmaville Cottage ask students to complete a 
map of their own homes. This will be used in the site activities.

See page -- for sketching map for student to use to create map of their own homes. 

Example below of a house map. 
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In the box below draw a map of your house. Include each area of your 
house - kitchen, living room, bedrooms and bathrooms in a separate 
square inside the box. 
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Activities for the classroom 
Post Visit
Activity 1: 
Ask class to look at the maps they have drawn of Emmaville and their own homes. Ask the 
question what do they have that the people living in Emmaville did not have? 

Possible answers/points for discussion: 
1. No bathroom inside the main house. Many homes in Orange did not have running water until 

the 1940s. This also meant that washing cloths and dishes was all done from hand. Water 
would be collected from tanks, wells or nearby water sources and carried to the home for use.

 
2. No electricity. Household electricity was not common in Orange until after 1923. Homes were 

lit by lanterns or candles. Students can discuss what other items would not have been used 
without electricity. 

3. Where would relatives stay? Emmaville only has two bedrooms. What happened when 
grandparents or aunts and uncles came to visit? See cottage life section for more detail. 

Activity 2:
The Garden at Emmaville Cottage can be described as ‘self sufficient’ 

Have a look at the images of the plants the students found during the on-site worksheet. 

Using these images discuss with the class why the garden is ‘self sufficient’ and why a family liv-
ing in Orange during the late 1800s and early 1900s might choose to grow edible plants. 
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Information for site visits
Location: Yellow Box Way, Orange Botanic Gardens Precinct

Opening Hours: Open Weekdays 9am-3.30pm 

Emmaville Cottage has approximately 4 steps with access on a 
gravel surface. 

Parking is available off Yellow Box Way  
http://www.orange.nsw.gov.au/client_images/1822662.pdf 

School groups are welcome to visit the site during opening hours. 

It is recommended that schools contact Orange Regional Museum 
before their visit to ensure that the site will be open. 
P: 026393 8444 
E: museum@orange.nsw.gov.au

A site risk assessment can be downloaded via our website www.
orangemuseum.com.au/emmaville
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Worksheet for site visit 
Notes for teachers 

1.  Student will need the map of their own homes completed as a 
part of the pre visit activities.

2. Worksheet should take approximately 30-40mins to complete. 
Students will need to take a pencil or pen with them. Clipboards 
are also recommended.

3. Teachers please contact Orange Regional Museum if the 
worksheet below is not suitable for your class. 

4. Worksheet on the next three pages can be printed and 
photocopied as required for your class. 



ORANGE REGIONAL MUSEUM

31

Emmaville Cottage - Worksheet
Activity 1: 
Look at the map of your own home, using the map of Emmaville Cottage (over page) write 
down three similarities and three differences.

Similarities Differences

Activity 2: 
Today Emmaville Cottage is empty. 

For this activity add some of the furniture and fittings that could have been in the house 
between the 1890s and 1920s. You can use the pictures of furniture from the 1890s-1920s 
below as inspiration.  

Draw in the furniture on the plan on the next page. 

1. Images of 1920s style kitchens.
2. Image of 1920s bedroom.
3. Image of 1900-1920s child’s bed.
4. Chair, wood, made by Arthur Boon, Billy's Creek near Dorrigo, NSW, Australia, 

c. 1910 2014, Museum of Applied Arts & Sciences, accessed 20 October 2017, 
https://ma.as/81999.

5. Chair, silky oak, Australia, c. 1910 2015, Museum of Applied Arts & Sciences, 
accessed 20 October 2017, https://ma.as/127717.

6. Table used at Sydney Observatory c.1890s, Museum of Applied Arts & 
Sciences, accessed 23 October 2017, https://ma.as/378444.

1 1 2

3 4 5 6
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Living

Kitchen

Bedroom

Bedroom
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Activity 3: 
Go outside to the garden beds on left side of the house. 
Part	1: Find the plants pictured below and draw them into the correct garden bed on the next 
page. 

Bay Tree          Lamb’s Ear                Mint                   Curry Plant 

Cabbage          Lettuce                 Rhubarb      Lettuce

Globe Artichoke        Dianthus Flower                  Tomato Bed                  Broad Beans 

Part	2:	Which of these plants are edible? Circle the pictures above.
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Back of the cottage

Front of the cottage
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Additional Resources 
Australian National Biography entry for Andrew Barton Paterson 
(Banjo) http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/paterson-andrew-barton-
banjo-7972

ABC Central West Article on Emmaville Cottage Gardens
http://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2014/02/04/3937920.htm 

ABC Central West Article on restoration of Emmaville Cottage
http://www.abc.net.au/local/videos/2014/01/29/3934222.htm 

Overview of historic building styles in Australia
http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/
historic-austn-houses

Video clip of Emmaville Cottage being moved in 2018, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=qYwMbQdf4y4


