
Learning Resources for Teachers 

CHERRIES
The Process
Cherry trees can grow up to 11 metres tall 
if they are not pruned. From a seedling 
to grow into a fruit tree it can take up to 7 
years. In order to grow lots of fruit the trees 
need to be pruned regularly. In autumn and 
winter, the cherry trees will be pruned and 
then through spring, the fruit will grow and 
sometime in summer it will be ready to pick. 

Cherries are a delicate fruit so they have to 
be picked by hand. When picking the fruit 
the cherry is removed from the tree by the 
stalk so that the cherry is not touched and 
damaged. 

After picking the fruit is stored in refrigerated 
cold stores so it lasts as long as possible. 

Most cherries are sold directly from farmers 
to stores or individuals. 

Cherries grow really well in Orange because 
they like the high altitude, cold winters and 
mild summers. They also like the basalt soils 
that were created by Mt Canoblas’s volcanic 
eruptions over 11 millions years ago. 

The Resources
The resources below contain games, 
activities and lesson ideas for students. 

Orange Apples, includes information on 
local fruit growing industry.
http://www.orangeapples.com.au/
ourfruit

Cherry Growers Australia, suitable for 
high school students, includes detailed 
information on growing seasons and 
Australian industry. 
https://www.cherrygrowers.org.au/
seasons/ 

Department of Primary Industries, 
Cherries, peaches and other stone fruit, 
suitable for high school students and 
teachers, includes extended information 
on growing cherries in NSW. 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/
horticulture/stone-fruit



George Hawke first planted cherry trees in the 1840s along with 
apples, plums and peaches. Just like apples, stone fruits including 
cherries like the cold winters and mild summers to produce fruit. 

Other orchardists followed George Hawke and by 1908 Orange 
cherries were sold throughout Australia and New Zealand. Today 
there are 34 cherry producers in the Central West region (including 
Orange, Mudgee and Wellington) producing 1029 tonnes of cherries 
annually. 

The History



The Evidence 

Images from top left to right. 
1. Young boy sitting among buckets of cherries at a cherry orchard in Orange, 1929, Herbert H Fishwick. Image 

courtesy National Library of Australia.
2. Cherry pickers, Orange district, 1928. Image courtesy Orange City Library. 
3. At harvest time everyone is involved with picking, grading and packing. Cherries have a very short season so 

there’s no time to waste. The people pictured here, at Buckland’s Orchard in 1955, are Mrs and Mr Buckland, 
T. Cantrill, A. Cantrill and J. Spear. Image courtesy of CWD Negative Collection, Orange & District Historical 
Society Inc.

If you require high res copies of any of these images please contact Orange Regional Museum on (02) 6393 8444. 


