
Wentworth Main Mine 
Learning Pack 

The Wentworth Gold field in Lucknow was discovered on the 24th May 1851. It 
was the second payable gold field discovered in the region and brought about the 
creation of the village of Lucknow. 

This pack is designed to assist teachers and students in discovering the history and 
significance of the gold field. Wentworth Main Mine is ideally suited for a stage 3 
hisotry or geography site study. 

For more information on how you can visit the site with your class contact Orange 
Regional Museum (museum@orange.nsw.gov.au or 02 6393 8444). 

The entrance to Wentworth Main mine in 1935, with the office and pay office on the left and the 
equipment store on the right, image courtesy Nita Wasson.
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History of the Wentworth Gold fields
Overview
The Wentworth gold field was discovered on the 23rd May 1851, by two 
farmers working on William Charles Wentworth’s Frederick Valley property.  
This was the second payable gold field discovered – Ophir being the first 
discovered two months earlier in 1851.  The Wentworth gold field began 
its operations under private ownership, which meant that William Charles 
Wentworth, then owner of the land, which was granted and acquired by 
him in a number of portions after he was part of the expedition that crossed 
the Blue Mountains. Wentworth only allowed his farmers to search for gold 
on his land, he charged them 30 shillings a month as a fee, the same as the 
government’s fee to the prospectors at Ophir. Initial mining activity was 
restricted to alluvial and then underground reef work. Underground work was 
met with catastrophe as flooding caused extensive issues.  Flooding of the 
mine shafts and tunnels was a major problem for the Lucknow mines, due to 
a rising water table. Through the late 1800s the Wentworth gold field became 
so productive that the village of Lucknow was established. At its peak in the 
1880s and 1890s, the Wentworth gold field was one of the richest in NSW and 
Lucknow was a thriving mining village. 

Another important figure in the success story of Lucknow was W H Newman, 
who purchased the Reform Mine (on the opposite side of the road) in 1878.  
This purchase opened saw the village of Lucknow develop and led to the 
incorporation of the Wentworth Main shaft as a key factor in the gold field’s 
success.  Newman as mine manager created new mining infrastructure on the 
gold field, the Boat Dam for recreational purposes as we as the community 
hall in Lucknow.

Mining at Lucknow lapsed in the 1920s, as most of the major mines had severe 
water problems through disuse and any new workings would have been 
expensive to de-water.  The Marshall family arrived in the 1930s and through 
their efforts mining pick up for remainder of the decade. The family had a 
lasting influence on the area as the mining infrastructure and buildings that 
are still standing today (including the Poppet head, mining buildings and 
associated equipment) are from their activities at the site.  During the 1930-
40s a large effort went toward pumping water out of the underground mine 
tunnels as the water table continued to rise. Despite these efforts mining 
activity finally ceased for good by the early 1960s and the lands were sold for 
agricultural purposes. 
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History of the Wentworth Gold fields 
William Charles (WC) Wentworth 
William Charles Wentworth was the son of D’Arcy Wentworth an administration and medical 
officer in the British navy. William was born on a ship to Norfolk Island in 1790. 

After being educated in England he returned to New South Wales in 1810 and was given a 
land grant on the Nepean River of 1750 acres.  He joined the expedition to cross the Blue 
Mountains in 1813 and was rewarded with another land grant of 1000 acres. 

In 1819 he returned to England and published ‘A Statistical, Historical and Political 
Description of the colony of NSW on returning to the colony in 1824 he settled in Sydney as a 
barrister. 

In the 1830s Wentworth invested in the Central West for pastoral purposes.  In 1835 he 
purchased 394 acres at the northern end of what is now Lucknow and a further 1031 at the 
southern end. In 1837 he closed the gab with a purchase of 1033 acres in the centre. During 
this time he also purchase 862 acres in Orange. 

By 1838 his Lucknow estate was over 5000 acres. However Wentworth did not live on any 
part of the estate. It was leased, much of it to Capitan Thomas Raine a seafarer who had 
settled in Sydney. 

The discovery of gold brought cataclysmic change to the area. Wentworth returned to 
Lucknow in August 1851 after the discovery in May. He initially charged his private tenants 
30 shillings a month to dig for gold on the land. At the time the government charged the 
same on crown owned land. 

In September 1851, Wentworth terminated all tenant licensees and formed a joint stock 
company. He then sold single portions of the company but retain the controlling interest 
as a shareholder and chair of the board of directors. His company Wentworth Gold Field 
Company was the first gold company to be registered in Australia and floated on the stock 
exchange. 

Wentworth’s controlling connection and input ended at the beginning of 1854 when he went 
back to England. In January 1861 the Wentworth Gold Field Company disposed of assets 
and closed down. 

In January 1861 Andrew Kerr purchased land from the Wentworth Company. He sold it 
after a year to Surveyor Edward Coombes. In 1862 Coombes started to sell licensees to 
prospectors. In 1863 Edward Coombes sold the land at a profit to Robert Frost (a butcher 
from Orange) and William Carroll (a innkeeper from Fredericks Valley). Robert Frost bought 
William Carroll out in 1864. 
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History of the Wentworth Gold fields
Lucknow: a golden story, 1880s and 1890s
Over a three month period in 1896, 50,000 ounces of gold were taken from the Wentworth gold 
field, largely from the ‘brown vein’, that year’s product was worth over £250,000 (Source: Orange 
District Guide). 

CS Wilkinson a geological surveyor, reported in May 1881 that the New Reform Gold Mining 
Company, a private company, was the only company mining ore. It was working a deep vein, 
known as the Uncle Tom, at a depth of 387 feet (125 metres). To raise capital for expansion, the 
New Reform Gold Mining Company was floated in 1881. The New Reform Mine flourished until the 
late 1880s and by 1884 it had acquired a 12 battery.

Henry Newman was managing the Fredericks Valley Gold Mining Company Ltd, which was formed 
in 1884 with English capital from the Duke of Manchester. This company controlled the mines 
immediately adjacent to the New Reform Mine, using the shafts of the Golden Point and the 
Shamrock to access deep seams. A 10 head battery was installed; together with a buddle (a 
buddle is a trough where crushed ore is washed with running water to flush away any impurities). 
There was a new winding engine, generating 10 hp, a new boiler and a 25 hp engine to power the 
battery and de-water the Golden Point shaft, now sunk to 100 metres.

In 1894, the Wentworth Proprietary (another gold mining company) was employing 232 men 
and had lowered the New Reform shaft to a depth of 160 metres. Across Fredericks Valley Creek 
in 1894, a new company, the D’Arcy Estates Gold Mining Company NL, was sinking its main shaft 
under the management of an American, W.A. Irwin. This was the first and only shaft sunk on the 
east side of the Creek.

By 1898, the village and mines of Lucknow was alive with activity. The four shafts now operated 
by Wentworth Proprietary brought employment to more than 500 men, who enjoyed electric light 
and electric signaling in every shaft. 

View of the main street of Lucknow in 1863, image courtesy State Library of New South Wales.
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History of the Wentworth Gold fields
Henry William Newman
Henry William Newman was born in, France on the 27th 
November 1839.   He arrived in Sydney with his parents in 1841 
and was educated at the Sydney Grammar School.  At the age of 
18, Henry caught gold fever and went to the Forbes gold fields 
where he remained for two years. 

He was unsuccessful in his venture and resolved to return to 
Sydney. He had only 12 shillings and 6 pence to his name when 
he stopped at the Wentworth gold fields near Orange in 1862 
to try his luck.  He sank the Homeward Bound shaft, which 
produced £28,000 from gold in just nine months.

He invested his profits in a general store at Lucknow and later 
opened stores at Cadia Copper Mine and Icely Copper Mine. In 
1867 Newman interviewed Mr Robert Frost who was the owner 
of the old field at Lucknow. Newman was given permission by 
Frost to select any site he liked upon the estate to mine without 
a license. 

Newman went on to manage many of the successful mines 
at Lucknow.  In 1891 Newman was elected to Parliament and 
served as Federal Member for Orange, he was a Fellow of 
the Royal Colonial Institute, a Justice of the Peace, post and 
telegraph master and general store keeper.    

William Henry Newman died in Orange, in 1904 at the age of 68.

H. W. Newman, J.P., M.L.A, 1894, 
image courtesy State Library of 
New South Wales
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History of the Wentworth Gold fields
The Marshall Family and Wentworth 
(Lucknow) Gold fields, 1934 to 1960s
In 1934 the Bismarck Range Gold Exploration company starting 
working in Lucknow. The company was run by the Marshall 
Family. 

In 1934 Wentworth gold fields No Liability was registered as a 
company, the last gold mining company to make use of the 
Wentworth name. In July 1935 a number of new buildings were 
erected at the Wentworth Main Mine site by the Wentworth gold 
fields No Liability company. These included blacksmith shops, 
miners’ change rooms, a manager’s office and a battery shed. A 
10 head battery was also installed, intended to crush ore from 
‘several of the old dumps’ of ore from other mine sites. 

In 1936, a new board was chosen for the Wentworth gold fields 
No Liability Company with William Marshall of the Bismark 
Co. as its chairman and his brother Alexander supporting 
him. The Marshall family had started with Bismarck Range 
Gold Exploration in Lucknow prior to becoming the major 
stakeholders for the Wentworth gold fields No Liability Company, 
they bought 45,000 shares in the company. 

Water continued to be a problem for the mines as it could not 
be pumped out fast enough to allow miners to access the gold 
reefs in the underground tunnels. During the 1940s mining was 
becoming increasingly difficult for the Marshalls. In 1958 the land 
title had passed to a resident of Orange – Geoff Griffith and by 
the 1960s there was no further mining at the site. 
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Gold Processing Techniques 
Alluvial

The first gold to be found on the Wentworth Field at 
Frederick’s Valley was on the surface.  At first the gold 
was separated using a gold pan.  The earth containing 
the gold was placed into the pan with water from the 
creek.  This was then swirled around to remove the 
lighter particles of earth and leave the heaver gold 
particles in the pan.

Picks and shovels were used for digging up the 
earth. The earth was then placed into a gold cradle 
with water from the creek. The cradle function in 
the same was as the pan, by being rocked back and 
forth lighter particles would be separated from the 
heavy gold particles. Using a cradle, instead of a pan, 
allowed more earth to be processed. This method was 
acceptable for the alluvial gold (gold on the surface) 
but as the gold at the Wentworth field was mainly reef 
gold (underground) it soon became necessary to build 
shafts to follow the veins of gold.

Underground or Reef Mining

Shaft mining was the main method used on the 
Wentworth field.  Water would seep into the mines 
and this had to be removed by the use of windlasses 
and winches.  Originally this was completed by hand 
but later steam driven boilers were used and battery 
horses were used to drive the stone crushers, which 
crushed ore to aid extraction. This method was 
upgraded to stamper battery/machines which were 
driven by steam to crush the ore. 

Gold pan and cradle on display at Orange 
Regional Museum. Gold pan on loan from Phil 
Stevenson. 
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Wentworth Main Mine stamper Battery

Stamper battery

The stamper battery, together with the amalgamating 
tables over which the crushed ore is discharged, forms 
a complete treatment plant for the extraction of gold 
from its ore. 

The gradient on the tables was set to suit the ore being 
crushed and the amount of water used.  The water and 
ore mixture ran down the table with a tumbling wave 
motion, thus bringing the ore into contact with the 
amalgamated copper plate. Mercury, having a much 
higher affinity with gold than copper, formed a gold 
amalgam that remained on the plates or was picked up 
in the troughs below the plates. 

The plates were cleaned regularly and the resulting 
gold amalgam was retorted under heat.  This process 
left clean gold in the retort with the mercury driven off 
by the heat being condensed and re-used. The vapour 
was conducted up a spiral tube which condensed the 
mercury into its original form and for further use.  This 
condensation process was necessary, not only for 
reasons of economy, but because mercury vapour is 
poisonous to humans and animals.

This gold was then smelted and poured into ingots, 
thus forming gold bars that could readily be assayed 
for gold content and sold as such.

Gold amalgamates readily with mercury, but there 
can be wastage which is lost in sand tailing because of 
badly regulated water flow or continuation of crushing 
after saturation point in the mercury has been reached.  
The lost gold may be recovered in part by passing 
the sand tailings through cyanide vats and then 
precipitating the gold by the addition of zinc shavings.  
Cyanide vats were located to the west of the stamper 
battery during mining in the 1930s.

Gold Processing Techniques 
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From Boom to Bust and Back Again
Timeline of Wentworth Main Mine and Lucknow

1827: John William Gosling applies for land grant at Lucknow. 

1831: Reverend Samuel Marsden applies for land grant at Lucknow.

1834: Willam Charles Wentworth purchases 1031 acres of land in the parish of Shadforth at 
Frederick’s Valley, near what would become the village of Lucknow.

1836: Andrew Kerr purchases land at Lucknow.  

1851: On the 23rd of May, gold is found on Wentworth’s Frederick Valley Property (the 2nd official 
gold field discovered in NSW)

1851-1852: Wentworth gold field Company is formed

1857: The mine is deserted in what would be one of the many ‘bust’ periods of the mine’s history.

1861: Andrew Kerr purchases land then sells it to Edward Combes.  Combes himself sells the land to 
Robert Frost

1862: Henry Newman tries his luck gold panning at Lucknow.  He is met with success and stays on the 
land.

1863: After success in gold discovery, approximately 200 miners are now on site at Fredericks Valley.  
Requests are made for a post office to help boost communication in the town

1863: On July 1st, the village known as Lucknow is created (as a more official replacement for the 
title “Fredericks Valley”).  The post office begins operation and the discoveries of gold blossom.

1864: Bank of NSW Agency opens, as does the Miners Hall and School of Arts.  In July of this year, 30 
students are enrolled at the Lucknow Public School, with Mr. A Remington as the teacher.

1865: Water problems are discovered in the mines.  The School building is destroyed during a storm 
and had to be rebuilt.

1867: School of Arts Hall is also used as a community hall.  One of its many functions include use as a 
library.
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From Boom to Bust and Back Again
Timeline of Wentworth Main Mine and Lucknow cont...

1869: Lucknow village expands to include stores such as the butchers, the shoe shop, a bakery, 
blacksmith, tailor, lemonade maker, produce merchant and shop keeper.  The Village has four hotels 
in the early parts of the mine’s existence.

1873: Charles Moore is leased the area.  He goes on to form Old Uncle Tom’s Shaft Company. New 
Reform Mining Company commences operations. 

1878: Finally after its destruction in 1865, the Lucknow Public School second building is opened.

1879: Henry Newman takes over the store in Lucknow and builds “Mamhead’ (his house) behind it. 
The house still stands today.  

1886: The formation of Fredericks Valley Mining Company.  The Tangye Dam is built on Fredericks 
Valley Creek. 

1889: The Wentworth gold fields Proprietary Company is formed.

1890s: Police Station in Lucknow is built. 

1933: The Bismarck Range Gold Exploration company starting operations in Lucknow. The company 
was run by the Marshall Family. 

1934: Wentworth gold fields No Liability registered as a company.

1936:  Wentworth gold fields No Liability got an entirely new board with William Marshall, of the 
Bismark company as it chairman.

1940s: Mining became increasingly difficult for the Marshalls due to the rising water table

1958: The land titled had passed to Orange resident, Geoff Griffith.  

Early 1960s: There was no further mining activity at the site. 
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From Boom to Bust and Back Again
Timeline of the Australian Gold Rush

The 1820s: First traces of gold discovered in Australia

1823: First gold traces are discovered at the Fish River, Bathurst by James McBrian (a government 
surveyor).

The 1830s: Gold is a known but hidden fact

1839: Despite small amounts of gold being found at the Blue Mountains by Paul de Strzelecki, NSW 
Governor George Gipps formally requests that word doesn’t spread.  

The 1840s: marked by fear of the governing glasses that convicts and free settlers would become 
attracted by the gold and abandon cities and townships

1840: Gold is found in on a sheep run in Strathlodden, Victoria, by William Campbell.

1844: Governor George Gipps continues to suppress NSW gold discovery reports, such as William 
Branwhite’s discovery of gold at Hassan’s Wells (near Lithgow).  There is a famous historical quote 
from Governor Gipps from his response to the gold discoveries: 

‘Put it away, Mr. Clarke, or we shall all have our throats cut.’

1849: Governor Fitzroy advocates policy allowing the exploitation of mineral resources, leading to 
geologist Samuel Stutchbury’s appointment.  The mining policy is approved.

The 1850s: Beginnings of major ‘gold rush’. Australia’s population increased from 404276 to 1 097 
305 between 1850 and 1860. The Sydney Royal Mint is established.  Between 1851-1861, Australia 
produces 1/3 of the world’s gold.

1851: Ophir is discovered the first payable gold.  This is the moment that the Australian gold rush 
begins. The Victorian population declines as a result of success in NSW. Rewards are offered for 
Victorian gold discoveries – this incentive results in the development of the now famous Ballarat and 
Bendigo gold fields.  Monthly license fees are imposed at 30 shillings.

1852: Approximately 100,000 overseas gold miners migrate to Australia.

1853: In NSW the Turon riots lead to reduction in mining license fee (reduced from 30 shillings a 
month to 10 shillings a month).  Victoria also reduces fee a few months later. 

1854: The Victoria Eureka Stockade occurs as an act of rebellion against the ‘Miner’s License’ system 
and lack of miners’ political rights. This results in the abolition of the license.



11

From Boom to Bust and Back Again
Timeline of the Australian Gold Rush cont...

1855: The Sydney Mint is established – the first royal mint outside of England to be established. 
Victoria replaces miner’s license with “Miner’s Right” which included voting rights.

1857: NSW follows Victoria’s changes to licensing and voting.

1858: The small gold discovery at the Fitzroy River (Queensland) is soon overwhelmed with diggers 
for the amount of gold actually present.  Several thousand gold diggers return empty handed to NSW 
or Victoria.

The 1860s: Largest gold alluvial nugget, “Welcome Stranger” nugget, discovered in Victoria by 
Richard Oates and John Deason.

1860: 1/5 of the population of Victorian adult men are Chinese as result of the immigrant influx.

1860-1861: NSW Lambing Flat riots – Chinese miners are attacked by Europeans.

1864: Gold discovered at Coolgardie, Western Australia.

1866: Gold discovered in Rockhampton, QLD.

1867: Rich gold field discovered in Gympie, QLD.

1869: World’s largest gold nugget ‘Welcome Stranger’ is discovered by John Deason and Richard 
Oates in Moliagul, Victoria.

The 1870s: A growing interest in South Australian and Queensland gold fields.

1870: Rich gold deposits found in North QLD. First 
gold discovered in at Birchwood, SA.

1872: “Holtermann Nugget” is discovered by William Holtermann at Hill End, NSW.  It’s the world’s 
largest piece of gold bearing material (235kg).  
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From Boom to Bust and Back Again
Timeline of the Australian Gold Rush cont...

The 1880s:  Gold mining boom in WA after Government incentives are provided.

1885: Halls Creek, WA gold discovered – this initiates the WA gold rush.

1887: Large amounts of gold are found at the Murchison goldfield, WA.

The 1890s: Western Australia becomes part of the Commonwealth. The colonies combine into one 
nation.

1892: At Coolgardie, WA large gold deposits are discovered.

1893: Gold is uncovered in Kalgoorlie, WA. 

1899: The Perth Mint established to profit from Australia’s richest gold field - at Kalgoorlie.

1900s: Gold mining was wide spread through out the country. During this decade gold outputs reach 
levels not seen since the 1870s. 

1910s: Gold mining labour demands decline, the output of others metals and minerals increases. 
Many men return to pastoral trades. WWI reduces the demand for gold and available labour supplies. 

1920s: During 1920 the output of gold in NSW fell to its lowest since the discovery of gold in 1851. 

1930s: Slight increase in gold mining activity across the country, specifcally in NSW. In 1930 12,493 
ounces of gold was mined in NSW. 

1940s: WWII had a profound effect on industry in Australia including gold mining. From 1942 
restrictions were placed on mining, due to WWII, which caused many mines to close down. 
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Source Material 

Wentworth Main Mine around 1907, the poppet head is made from wood, image courtesy of 
Department of Mines, photograph Bathurst 1355.

Please make use of the source materials for any learning activities associated with Lucknow, 
Wentworth Main Mine or gold mining in Australia. 
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The underground workings at the southern end of Lucknow, image Orange City Council.

Wentworth Main head-frame and winding house in c.1895, image courtesy of Bismmarck Bulletin, 
no.8, May 1935.
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Wentworth Main Mine from east, early 1900s, image courtesy of Mitchell Library, State Library 
New South Wales.
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An early mine-shaft and winding house made of bark, April 1873, located near Wentworth Main 
Mine site, image courtesy of Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales, 
Holtermann Collection 1/162. 
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The location of 19th century gold mines in Lucknow, image courtesy Professor Ian Jack, 1997. 
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The entrance to Wentworth Main mine in 1935, with the office and pay office on
the left and the equipment store on the right, image courtesy of Nita Wasson.

H. W. Newman’s Post Office and Store, Lucknow 1894, image courtesy of State Library of New 
South Wales. 
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Modern technologies for timbers and bracing walls and ceilings within mine tunnels reduced 
the number of fatalities, but accidents occurre, image courtesy of The Lucknow Goldfield by LF 
Harper.
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View of Lucknow across The Boat Dam looking southwest c1900, image courtesy of Mitchell 
Library, State Library of New South Wales. 
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View of the main street of Lucknow in 1863, image courtesy of the State Library of New South 
Wales.
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Pre Visit Activities



23

Pre Activity: Timeline
Instructions: Pick a fact from each decade for the Wentworth and Lucknow gold fields and the 
Australia gold rush. On the left write a fact from the Wentworth gold fields on the right write a fact 
from the Australia gold rush. Use the timeline document within this pack. 

1820s

1830s

1840s

1850s

1860s

1870s

1880s

1890s

1900s

1910s

1920s

1930s

1940s
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On Site Activities 
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On Site: Activity Sheet 
Start at the Pay Office (number 1 on map). Using the map as a guide answer the questions for each of the buildings 
and machines. Answers can be found on text panels around the site and in the Walking Tour brochure, please pick 
one up from the pay office before starting the trail. 

Please stay on designated paths at all times and do not cross the barrier or play on equipment. Adults will need to 
assist children under 6. 

Start at the PAY OFFICE (1)

1. When was gold first found in 
Lucknow?

_________________________

3. Look at the rules and 
regulations above the fire 
place. What three shifts did 
men work at the mine? 

_________  _________  

_________

2. Why is the mine named ‘Wentworth Main Mine’? 
Clue: Look for a portrait of a man on the first text panel in the 
office

_____________________________________________________

List 2 facts about this person
Clue: Read the first paragraph of the panel 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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STAY IN THE PAY OFFICE, Walk into the second room of the Pay Office. Look at the first text panel

Go to the EQUIPMENT STORE (2)

4. Other than running the mine what else did Mr. Newman do?
Clue: Look closely at the image of the shop, why might Mr Newman’s name be on the front of the 
shop?

______________________________________

5. Look for this object in the display. What might it 
have been? What is missing from the object?

 
_________________________________ 

_________________________________

6. Look for these objects in the store. What do you 
think these objects could be?
 
_________________________________ 

Use the map to find the BLACKSMITHS SHOP (3) and go inside

7. Move into the second room. 
List three pieces of equipment a black smith would 
have used? Clue: information on the information 
panel

 
_________________________________ 

_________________________________

_________________________________

8. What is the large concrete item on the floor of 
the room?
Clue: read the last paragraph on the sign
 
_________________________________ 
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Walk across the yard to the WORKER’S ROOM/WASH ROOM (4)

9. Walk through the Worker’s Room to hear from the virtual miner. 
After listening to his story name three things about life here in the 1930s?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Go to the large MACHINERY SHED (5) behind the worker’s room

10. Draw a picture of the machine that use to sit on the large concrete slab in the centre of the 
room. 
Clue: Look at the picture on the text panel. 

What did this machine do?
Clue: A compressor pumps water. 

___________________________________

Walk outside the shed to the POPPET HEAD (6)

11. What was the poppet head for?
Clue: Water was one of the biggest problems at the mine. Men also needed to get deep into the 
underground tunnels. 

_____________________________________________________
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Walk out the back door and walk up the path to the WINDING ENGINE (10)

14. Where was this winding engine made?
Clue: Look closely at the side of the engine near the number #467. Do not cross the barrier 

_____________________________________________________

Follow the path out of the stamper battery down the hill then turn right towards the 
MINE MANAGER’S COTTAGE (9)

15. Which of the ovens below does it match (circle answer)? 
Clue: Examine the oven in the miner’s cottage. 

1920s oven 
1890s oven 1960s oven 

Walk out of the poppet head area and down the stairs to other side (right side door when facing 
Mitchell Highway) of the STAMP BATTERY (7)

12. Why might this machine be called a 
stamp?
Clue: Look for the part of the machine in the 
picture (right). These move up and down to 
crush ore. 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
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On Site: Gold Licence 
Instructions: Once all activities are completed students will receive their gold license . This license 
was given out allowing miners to prospect for gold in NSW. Licenses will be provided for all students. 
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Post Visit Activities 
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Post Visit: Mix ‘n’ Match
Instructions: Match the information in the left column with the name of the person, place or object in 
the right. 

One of the most productive gold fields during the 
gold rush

Henry Newman

I was the original owner of the Lucknow gold 
fields

1851

I was one of the most important mine managers 
at Lucknow praised for my role in making the site 
a hub of productivity

Lucknow gold fields 

The first mine shaft created in Lucknow Marshall Family

Built in the 1870s, this became the most 
productive mining site at Lucknow

Poppet Head

This was the first gold company to be registered in 
Australia

Reform Shaft

They were responsible for the last major revival of 
mining activity at Lucknow in the 1930’s

Stamper Battery

A steam or water powered stamping machine 
used to crush quartz

Wentworth Gold Field Company 

On May 24th of this year the first gold was discov-
ered in the Lucknow region (shortly after the first 
gold in Australia was discovered in Ophir)

Wentworth Main Mine Shaft

A large structure above the mouth of a shaft used 
to support pulleys and ropes

Willian Charles Wentworth 
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Post Visit: Word Search

ANSON 
HUNTLEY 
MINESHAFT 
QUARTZ
BISMARCK RANGE 
LAWSON 
NEWMAN 
SHADFORTH
BLAXLAND 

OPHIR 
STAMPER BATTERY
CRADLE 
MARSHALL 
ORANGE
WENTWORTH
FROST 
MINE 

LICENCE 
NUGGETS 
SHAMROCK
BUDDLE 
LUCKNOW 
PAN 
WINDING ENGINE
GOLD  
PERROTT 



33

Post Visit: Recount/Letter Home
Instructions: 
Brainstorm: 
1. What would it feel like to live on the gold fields?
2. Think about food, shelter, transport entertainment, family life, risks associated with gold mining

Now write a letter home to the family that you left behind about your experiences. You could be a 
mine manager, miner, shop keeper, black smith or post master. 
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Additional Resources 
Online
Gold Trails, online resource on gold fields in New South Wales, https://www.goldtrails.com.au/

State Library NSW, Eureka! The Rush for Gold, http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/stories/eureka-rush-gold 

State Library NSW, The Gold Rush, Teaching Resources for Key Stage 3, http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/
learning/gold-rush 

Powerhouse Museum, cradle made by William Tom on instruction of Edward Hargraves, https://
maas.museum/inside-the-collection/2012/09/26/hargraves-cradle-used-to-make-australias-first-
payable-discovery-of-gold/ 

Australia Government, The Australian Gold Rush, http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/
australian-story/austn-gold-rush 

National Museum of Australia, Gold Rushes, http://www.nma.gov.au/online_features/defining_
moments/featured/gold_rushes 

Who discovered the first payable gold in Australia?, Royal Australian Hisotrical Society, 1947, 
http://www.rahs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/03_Article-2_Who-First-Discovered-
Payable-Gold-in-Australia.pdf 

History of the discovery of the first payable gold-field in Australia, 1871, printed at Western 
Examiner office, made available online by University of Newcastle, https://downloads.newcastle.
edu.au/library/cultural%20collections/pdf/History_of_the_discovery_of_the_first_payable_gold-
field_Ophir_in_Australia.pdf

Books
Gold Australia, by Tony Crago, available borrow from Orange City Library

A History of Australia’s First Gold Field, Ophir, NSW, by Robert Bartlett, available to purchase from 
Visitor Information Centre, Orange or borrow from Orange City Library

Lucknow, A Veritage Goldmine, by Kerrin Cook, available to purchase from Orange Visitor Centre 
or borrow from Orange City Library


