REGENERATE at home
Activity Pack 2 - Animals

Regenerate is a creative exploration by local primary school students of how Australia’s
bushland responds to fire.
Over 2,000 children have participated in the project to date, decorating thousands of
cardboard leaves to represent the burning and regeneration of the bushland on Mount
Canobolas following the fires of 2018. These leaves are hanging in Orange Regional Museum
as part of the Regenerate exhibition.
We’re not able to share the exhibtion with you physically right now so we’ve developed
some activities you can do at home to learn more about the unique environment of Mount
Canobolas:

Regenerate Activity Pack 2 - Animals
Regenerate Activity Pack 1 - Plants

Regenerate installation at Orange Regional Museum.
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MOUNT CANOBOLAS
Mount Canobolas is an extinct volcano that stands 1397 metres above sea level. The
volcano was active between 13 and 11 million years ago.
The high altitude of Mount Canobolas means that it sits like an island 500 metres above
Orange. It has a subalpine environment that is unique in the Central West. The Mount
Canobolas State Conservation Area is also an important piece of remnant bushland, where
many areas around have been cleared for farming.
You can learn more about the important plants and vegetation communities of Mount
Canobolas in Activity Pack 1 - Plants and get creative with some fun art-making activities
too.
There are also many important native animals that live on and around Mount Canobolas,
including birds, insects and mammals. We’ve picked four of our favourite Mount Canobolas
locals and put together some fast facts and activities for you to learn more about them.

Lichen covered branches beside a clearing densly filled with snowgrass boarded by Eucalypt species.
(Boris Hlavica/DPIE)
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FAST FACTS - Mount Canobolas Planarian
Scientific name: Unknown – yet to be formally described by scientists
•

The Mount Canobolas Planarian is a
fluorescent yellow colour. Their bright colour
makes them quite noticeable and people
sometimes confuse them for snakes or slugs.

•

Planarian worms are a type of flatworm and
travel along a slime trail, like snails and slugs.

•

They often emerge from their homes in deep
leaf litter after wet weather to hunt for food
like slaters.

•

Planarians drown their prey in slime, before
sucking out their insides using their mouth
located on their underside.

•

Many planarians reproduce by fragmentation,
so if they are chopped in two a new worm
might grow from the second piece.

Mount Canobolas Planarian and lichen
(Boris Hlavica/DPIE)

FAST FACTS - Eastern Bent-wing Bat
Scientific name: Miniopterus orianae oceanensis
•

The Eastern Bent-wing Bat is one of at least
12 microbat species that live on and around
Mount Canobolas.

•

This bat is identified as a threatened species in
New South Wales, due to human disturbance
including mining and land clearing.

•

Eastern Bent-wing Bats roost in caves, and
hibernate in the caves during winter

•

Baby bats are born and raised in nursery
caves, and up to 3000 baby bats may be
found in just 1 square metre of the cave’s
ceiling.

Eastern Bent-winged Bat, Miniopterus orianae
oceanensis (Ken Stepnell/DPIE)
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FAST FACTS - Flame Robin
Scientific name: Petroica phoenicea
•

Male and female flame robins look quite
different. Males have a bright orange chest
and throat and a noticeable white stripe on
their wing. Females are grey-brown with a
paler wing stripe and a white tail.

•

Flame robins live in environments like Mount
Canobolas that have open forests and
woodlands across south eastern Australia.

•

Flame robins make nests in a cup shape from
grass and bark, using spider web to hold them
together. They are often decorated with
lichen.

•

Their eggs are pale blue or green with brown
spots or blotches.
A Flame Robin Petroica phoenicea
(Robert Cleary/DPIE)

FAST FACTS - Marsupial mouse, or antechinus
Scientific Name: Antechinus stuartii and Antechinus agilis
•

There are two species of antechinus that live
on and around Mount Canobolas –
Antechinus stuartii and Antechinus agilis.

•

Antechinus are small marsupials, often
weighing less than 70 grams and measuring
less than 14cm long.

•

They are carnivorous and mainly eat insects
and spiders. Sometimes they also eat small
frogs and reptiles.

•

Although they look similar to regular mice,
antechinus are marsupials and are native to
Australia. Their young are born without hair
and live in their mother’s pouch for 50 days
until they develop more.

Antechinus stuartii
(Michael Van Ewijk/DPIE)
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Activity 1 - Make a Mount Canobolas Planarian
You will need: A square piece of paper, ideally bright yellow and at least 14cm x 14cm.
If you don’t have a square piece of paper, use a piece of A4 paper to make a square. If you
don’t have yellow paper, use pencils or markers to colour your worm yellow once you finish
the origami.

1

Fold your square piece
of paper in half, with one
corner meeting the opposite
corner.

4

Turn your paper over and
fold in half along the centre
fold.

2

Open the square back
up and fold the bottom
third up, and then the top
third down, so the top and
bottom corners overlap in
the centre.

5

Tuck the triangle corner on
the left in and under the fold
of your paper.

3

Turn your paper over so the
folded corners are facing
the table. Make about 5 fan
folds from the top of your
paper to the bottom of your
paper. Include one on the
short triangle corner at the
bottom of your paper.

6

If you like, give your
planarian some eyes but
remember its mouth is on it’s
belly!
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Activity 2 - Make a Flame Robin nest
Flame Robins make their nests in a cup shape, using materials they find in their environment.
Can you build a nest using materials you find around your home or outside in the garden?
Make a plan: You’ll need three types of materials—some long and flexible pieces to be the
building blocks, something to hold the nest together, and something to decorate it with.
Have a look around and see what you might be able to use, think about how you will use it,
and write what you plan to use in the table below.
Purpose

Flame Robins use

Ideas

Building materials

Grass and bark

Scrap paper or
cardboard cut in
long strips,
Pipe cleaners,
Grass, Twigs

Holding the nest
together

Spiders web

String, sticky tape,
yarn

Decoration

Lichen

Flowers or leaves
from the garden,
pictures or patterns
cut out from
magazines

I’m using

Find a base: Flame Robins make their nest in a cup shape. Have you got a cup at home that
you can use as a mould to create your nest?
Start building: You’ll need to experiment and try more than one way of building your nest to
find a way that works for you.
Can you weave your building materials over and under each other?
Do you need to build the bottom or sides of the nest first?
Do you need to stick or tie your building materials together as you go?
Will you decorate your nest as you build it or will you leave that till the end?
Finishing your nest: Congratulations on finishing your nest! Think about some of the questions
below.
Was is difficult to build?
Were your materials strong and easy to use or were they difficult to use and broke easily?
What did you learn about how to build the nest?
Is there anything you would do differently next time?
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My favourite place to live is
in fallen leaves on the forest
floor, but I come out after it has
rained.

My babies are born without hair
and live in my pouch for the first
50 days of their lives.

Petroica phoenicea

I am brightly coloured and
sometimes get mistaken for a
tiny snake.

My scientific name has not been
given to me yet.

Many places I live have
disappeared because of mining
and land clearing.

My favourite place to live is in
open forests and woodlands.

I am carnivorous and my
favourite foods are insects and
spiders. Sometimes I eat small
frogs too.

Miniopterus orianae oceanensis

Antechinus agili

I am a crafty builder, and love
using lichen, bark, spider webs
and grass.

My favourite place to live is in
a dark cave.

REGENERATE at home

Activity Pack 2 - Animals

Activity 3 - Test your knowledge

Cut out the flashcards below and see if you can match
the facts to the animal.
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Children at Nashdale Public School working on their leaves (Photo: Nashdale PS)

Regenerate is a collaborative project developed by the SPARKE learning network, Orange
Regional Gallery and Orange Regional Museum.
Orange Regional Gallery
Contact: Cecilie Knowles
Public Engagement and Education Officer
02 6393 8133 - cknowles@orange.nsw.gov.au
www.org.nsw.gov.au
149 Byng Street, Orange NSW 2800
@orangeregionalgallery

Orange Regional Museum
Contact: Sally MacLennan
Public Engagement and Education Officer
02 6393 8176 - smaclennan@orange.nsw.gov.au
www.orange.nsw.gov.au/museum
151 Byng Street, Orange NSW 2800
@orangeregionalmuseum

This project is supported by the NSW Government
through Create NSW.
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