Mondays at
the Museum
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(at home!)

This week we are looking at snakes.
Below is a picture of a snake and a sea shell from our exhibition
Capturing Nature: early photography at the Australian Museum 1857-1893.
This photo has an
odd combination
of animals, showing
two unrelated
species together.
We think that they
were photographed
together so the viewer
could understand how
big each animal was.

Image: West Coast Banded Snake,
Simoselaps littoralis, and Strange’s
Trigonia, Neotrigonia strangei. Photo
© Australian Museum
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Banded paper chain snake

This week we are going to make a banded snake like the one in the photograph.
What you’ll need:

Substitute

2 pieces of A4 coloured paper (different colours)

Colourful pages from a magazine, decorated white paper

Small piece red paper

Other paper coloured red

Stick on or googly eyes

Marker to draw eyes

Glue stick
Ruler
Pencil
Scissors
Instructions

1

Using your pencil and ruler, draw six
4cm wide stripes along each of your
pieces of A4 paper as shown.
In the remaining space on one of your
pieces of paper, draw:
• a smaller pointy triangle shape for
the tail and
• a larger rounded triangle with a tab
at the top end, for the head.

4

Choose another paper strip of a
different colour. Weave the paper
strip through the first ring you made,
apply some glue to one end of the
new strip and stick the two ends
together to create a second ring
connected to your first ring. Repeat
until all your paper strips are used.

2

Carefully cut out your paper strips,
tail and head using your scissors.

5

Stick your tail to the last ring on one
end of your paper chain. Stick the
head to the last ring at the other end
of your paper chain.

3

Choose a paper strip and apply a
little bit of glue to one end. Stick the
two ends of the strip together to
create a ring.

6

Stick or draw on your eyes. Cut out
a forked tongue from your small
piece of red paper and glue to the
underside of your head.
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Extra Time:
1. L
 ook at the photograph on the first page. The shell was included in the photograph to give the person looking at it an
idea of how big the snake is. Take a photo of your paper chain snake to send to a friend or family member, and make
sure you include something else in your picture to show the size of your snake.

2. Look up a picture of a West Coast Banded Snake on the internet. They are black and orange or yellow. Can you make
a second paper chain snake in colours closer to the real thing?
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