
Mondays at 
the Museum 
(at home!)

This week we are learning about photomicrographs.

A photomicrograph is the name we use for a photograph taken through 
a microscope. This photomicrograph shows a very thin slice of a fossil 
under a microscope. Can you see the individual cells of the coral 
organism?

This image is from Capturing Nature: early photography at the Australian 
Museum 1857-1893. 
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Image: Photomicrograph of a 
fossil coral specimen.  
Photo © Australian Museum.



Photomicrography bubble painting
This week we are going to make our own microscope slide using bubbles. 
This activity might get messy – you might like to wear some old clothes and protect your table with some newspaper.

What you’ll need: Substitute

A paper plate. White card or paper

A straw

Bowls, cups or jugs

Food colouring in two different colours

Dishwashing detergent 

Water

A4 piece of dark coloured paper/card

Scissors

Pencil

Glue

Instructions

Choose two bowls or cups and place 
one tablespoon of detergent in 
each. Place a spoonful of one food 
colouring in one and a spoonful of 
your second colour in the other. 
Carefully add some water and mix to 
combine.

Using your straw, blow air into your 
first bowl to create bubbles. When 
they reach just over the top of your 
bowl stop blowing and press your 
paper plate into the bubbles so they 
pop onto the plate.

Repeat until your plate is mostly 
covered in a bubble pattern, and then 
leave to dry for a couple of minutes. 

Take your second bowl and repeat 
steps 2 and 3. Leave your plate to dry 
completely.

Choose another small, clean bowl or 
cup and trace the circle outline onto 
your dark piece of A4 paper. Cut out 
the middle circle.

Cut the outside border off your paper 
plate so that it can fit behind your A4 
paper. Glue your bubble plate onto 
the back of your A4 paper to create 
your photomicrograph slide!
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Extra Time:

1.  Do you know what a cell is? Cells are the building blocks of all living things! They are so tiny they can only be seen 
under a microscope, and your body is made up of trillions of them.

 Look at the photomicrograph on the first page. Can you see the small blocks that make up the fossil coral?

2.  Imagine your photomicrograph bubble painting was a real view through a microscope. Cells would look like the blank 
spaces where your bubbles popped. Can you see them?

 Trace the outlines around your bubble cells using a marker or a pencil like the example below.

3. Can you make another bubble photomicrograph? See if you can create bigger cells by blowing bigger bubbles.
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