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Orange was the first council in the Central West to introduce a Food and Garden Waste collection service back in 2013, 
with several councils in the region now catching up.  This means that not only can we recycle the usual materials like 
plastic and glass through the yellow-lidded bin, but we can also recycle our organic material in the green-lidded bin! 

What is the ERRRC?
The ERRRC is the Euchareena Road Resource Recovery 

Centre, a state-of-the-art composting facility which uses 

modern technology and monitoring equipment to recycle 

organic waste into Australian Standard for Composts, Soil 

Conditioners and Mulches (AS 4454).

The ability to meet the AS 4454 standard means the product 

is in great demand, thanks to its fantastic properties. 

Using compost on gardens improves soil quality and water 

retention, provides nutrients to plants and promotes strong 

and healthy growth. Its organic certification means organic 

wineries can use the compost as part of their certification 

requirements. A great example of this is See Saw Wines on 

Cargo Road. 
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How does my food and garden 
waste get turned into compost?
1. The contents of Orange’s green-lidded food and 

garden waste bins is collected by JR Richards & Sons 

and dropped off at the Ophir Road Resource Recovery 

Centre (ORRRC). It is spread on the floor of the facility, 

where workers pick through the organic material to 

remove contaminants.

2. Once free of any visible contamination, the organic 

material is shredded onsite and deposited into a large 

truck for transport to the ERRRC in Molong.

3. At the ERRRC, the organic material is arranged into 

piles where water is added until the moisture content is 

between 25-50%.

4. Around 225-250 tonnes of organic material is 

then placed inside one of four tunnels which are 

independently operated, each with a bio-filter, humidifier 

and water tank, plus its own air and water management 

and monitoring and control systems. The tunnel is the 

most important part of the composting process, as the 

compost pile reaches 55OC, killing pathogens, weeds 

and accelerating decomposition. The material remains in 

the tunnels for 14 days.

5. Compost emerging from the tunnel is placed in rows on 

the maturation pad (known as “windrows”) to dry out for 

a minimum of 21 days.

6. After drying, the compost is screened to separate the 

fine material (which will become compost) and coarse 

material.

7. It is stockpiled on the maturation pad once more and 

turned over, for up to several months.

8. Samples of every compost pile are taken and sent to the 

Environmental Analysis Laboratory to ensure compliance 

with the Australian standards. Once certified, the 

compost can leave the site, ready for sale.

Can I buy the compost for my 
garden?
The compost is also available to Orange residents. To 

purchase this compost for your garden or business, contact 

the ORRRC to arrange pick up (6393 8861). The compost 

is sold by the cubic metre for $40.70/m3, making it very 

competitively priced.

Orange’s landfill site
The Orange landfill is also located at the ERRRC site. The 

landfill opened in 2013 and is projected to last 40 years – by 

this time and at our current rate of waste production, the 

Orange LGA will have produced enough general waste to fill 

the current site, and a new landfill will have to be built. 


