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Orange was the first council in the Central West to introduce a food and garden waste collection service back in 2013, 
with several councils in the region now catching up.

Where does my food and garden 
waste go?
The contents of Orange’s green-lidded food & garden waste 

bin is collected by JR Richards & Sons and turned into 

certified organic compost at the commercial composting 

facility in Molong. For a detailed explanation of how the 

organic waste becomes compost, see the “ERRRC” factsheet.

What is a contaminant?
A contaminant is anything that doesn’t belong in the 

food and garden waste bin. Some of the most common 

contaminants in Orange are soft plastics, recyclables, 

compostable bags and pet droppings. As the organic 

waste from the green-lidded bins is made into compost, 

contaminants can lower the quality of the final product, 

impacting Council’s ability to retain the organic certification 

and produce a superior fertiliser.

Can I use compostable bags for my 
food scraps?
Although some councils encourage the use of compostable 

bags, they are not accepted in Orange’s food and garden 
waste bins.  Compostable bags can hide incorrect items 

(contaminants) such as plastic, which impact the quality 

of the compost that is produced. Wrapping food scraps in 

newspaper or in a paper bag is a good way to contain the 

smell and/or leakage. 

What are the impacts of disposing 
of organic waste in landfill?
Organic material, such as food and garden waste, breaks 

down anaerobically (without oxygen) in landfill. This produces 

large quantities of methane, a greenhouse gas 24 times more 

noxious than carbon dioxide.  By diverting food and garden 

waste from landfill through your green-lidded food and 

garden waste bin, excessive methane production is avoided 

and what was once “waste” becomes a valuable resource – 

organic fertiliser.



Can I really put all food in – even 
meat?
The best quality compost is rich in moisture and nutrients, 

both of which are provided by meat scraps and bones! All 

manner of food can go in the food and garden waste bin, with 

the exception of honey. See below for a full list.

Tips to keep your bin clean and 
free of smell
To get your food into the green-lidded bin outside, keep 

a benchtop caddy in the kitchen which can be lined with 

newspaper, a paper bag or left unlined. To keep the outside 

bin clean and odourless:

• Food waste can be layered between lawn clippings or 

other garden waste – for example, leave a small pile of lawn 

clippings next to the bin to cover over food scraps

• Odorous food scraps such as meat can be frozen and 

deposited in the bin the night before collection

• Cutting out a square of cardboard to wedge into the base 

of the empty bin will catch food and prevent the bottom of 

the bin from building up old or smelly material

What is the Pledge Campaign?
NetWaste is running a Pledge Campaign, where residents in 

Orange, Bathurst, Forbes and Parkes can pledge to use their 

food waste bin for all organic waste. Pledgers will receive a 

pledge sticker to be affixed to their food and garden waste 

bin at home, as well as information about the food and 

garden waste bin – even how to fold an origami newspaper 

caddy liner! The purpose of the campaign is to create a new 

social norm around using only the food & garden waste bin to 

dispose of food waste, as this is still a relatively new concept 

in the history of Council-provided services. Composting old 

leftover spaghetti is always going to be a better option than 

putting it in the rubbish bin!

Click here to pledge today! http://www.netwaste.org.au/

projects/put-food-in-too/
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These items should be 
placed in your Food 
and Garden Waste Bin

Leave these items out 
of your Food and  
Garden Waste Bin 

• All food waste, including fruit, 

vegetables, meat, bones, seafood 

and dairy products

• Garden waste, including grass 

clippings, leaves, weeds, small 

branches and prunings

• Soiled paper and cardboard 

including pizza boxes, paper towel 

and tissues

• Plastic bags, wrappers and 

containers

• Compostable or biodegradable bags

• Pet droppings

• Gardening equipment

• Garbage and recyclables

• Nappies and wipes

• Honey
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