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General waste is the term given to waste which can’t be recovered through kerbside bin services or specialised recycling. 
These items must be disposed via the red-lidded general waste bin, and end up in landfill.

What are the impacts of landfill?
Excessive waste generation reduces the life of landfills, 

necessitating the creation of new sites, and so minimising the 

land space available for economic, environmental or social 

purposes that benefit our local community.  The process of 

burying unwanted waste in the ground, known as landfilling, 

is currently the only method of disposing of our general 

waste.  Sending waste to landfill means that it is destined 

to sit in the ground forever and any potential resources and 

subsequent value is unable to be recovered, thereby wasting 

the precious resources involved in the production of the 

original items. Organic material breaks down anaerobically 

(without oxygen) in landfill and in doing so, produces large 

quantities of methane, a greenhouse gas 24 times more 

noxious than carbon dioxide. “Leachate” is the term given to 

liquid that collects at the bottom of landfills, and while there 

are technologies in place to capture this potentially harmful 

liquid, it has the ability to contaminate the local environment 

if it were to escape.

Where does Orange’s general 
waste go?
Since the 1960s, Orange’s landfill was located where the 

Ophir Road Resource Recovery Centre (ORRRC) is now. 

This was declared full in 2013 and Orange’s current landfill is 

located in Molong, adjacent to the composting facility known 

as the Euchareena Road Resource Recovery Centre. The only 

wastes that are buried at the old landfill are asbestos and 

animal carcasses, to minimise transport of these materials. 
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Is Orange making efforts to 
prolong the life of the current 
landfill?
Yes! Most landfills in Australia involve dumping loose waste 

from a truck directly into a hole in the ground, which can 

lead to large amounts of wind-blown litter and an unsightly 

area. Orange’s waste is taken to the Ophir Road Resource 

Recovery Centre (ORRRC), where large items such as scrap 

metal and mattresses are extracted for recycling. Any other 

recyclable material in the general waste stream will be sent to 

landfill. The residual material is then baled into 800-1000kg 

bales. The bales are then wrapped to contain any potential 

litter.  

Some waste cannot be baled and therefore, this material is 

loaded into skip bins and also transported with the baled 

waste and taken to the landfill in Molong. By compacting 

waste and tightly stacking the bales inside the landfill cell, 

the limited amount of space is maximised. This also has the 

added advantage of greatly reducing wind-blown litter, and 

as a result the site is very clean, protecting the surrounding 

bushland. In fact, Orange’s waste services and processes 

are frequently presented as best practice in NSW EPA 

documents and Council is on-track to meet the NSW Waste 

Avoidance and Resource Recovery targets.

How does your red-lidded bin measure up? 
In 2019, NetWaste completed an audit of Orange’s general waste bins. Around a tonne of rubbish was sorted into 70 
different categories, then each category weighed. 

With your help, Council is committed to saving resources and 

minimising landfill. Learn how you can reduce your waste 

and make the most of your 3-bin system. Visit the Council 

website for more information.

Bin image representing average across Orange based on 

2019 residual waste audits

A third (32%) of all materials in the average Orange  

red-lidded bin is food and garden waste, suitable for 

composting via the green-lidded bin. 

20% of materials in the red-lidded bin are in fact recyclable, 

and should be placed in the yellow-lidded recycling bin. 
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