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MDPE20/479 

Mr David Waddell 
Chief Executive Officer 
Orange City Council 
PO Box 35 
ORANGE NSW 2800 

30 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Mr Waddell 
 
Thank you for your correspondence to the Hon. Rob Stokes MP, Minister for Planning and 
Public Spaces regarding the Orange Development Contribution Plan 2017 - Equine Precinct 
catchment. The Minister has asked me to respond on his behalf. 
 
Thank you for forwarding a copy of the revised Plan and for your request to amend the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment (Local Infrastructure Contributions) Direction 2012 
(the Direction) to apply to the Equine Precinct. Schedule 2 of the Direction specifies land 
which is subject to the $30,000 maximum contribution. It is intended to apply to urban 
release areas experiencing high residential growth, on the fringes of existing urban areas 
and with a high need for infrastructure to support growth. Given the scale and scope of 
development proposed for the Equine Precinct, the Department does not support the request 
to amend the Direction.  
 
In order to charge a contribution rate above the $20,000 threshold Council may submit the 
revised contributions plan to the Independent Planning and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) for 
review. However, the contributions plan would then be subject to the essential works list and 
other review criteria. More information on submitting a plan for review by IPART can be 
found at: www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/home/industries/local-government/local-infrastructure-
contributions-plans 
 
Council could also consider negotiating a planning agreement for the subject land. Planning 
agreements can allow councils and developers to work together to deliver innovative 
infrastructure outcomes. More information on planning agreements can be found at: 
www.planning.nsw.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/infrastructure/infrastructure-
funding/planning-agreements-policy 
 
If you have any questions you are welcome to contact Kate Speare, Director, Infrastructure 
Funding and Public Space Policy, at the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
on 9274 6230. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Luke Walton 
Executive Director 
Planning Policy 
 


