Mondays at
the Museum

ORANGE REGIONAL MUSEUM

(at home!)

This week’s object is a badge.
Below is a picture of a club membership badge from our current
exhibition Inherit: old and new histories.
Inherit is Orange Regional Museum’s new long-term exhibition where we
can learn about both familiar and less well-known stories from across the
central west.
The NSW Gould League of Bird Lovers was founded under a tree in
1910 at Wellington public school, by school teachers; Walter Finigan and
Edward Webster. This breast pin, showing a Restless Flycatcher is an
example of one of its membership badges. A different bird was featured
each year. The league was among the NSW’s first conservationist
groups. One of its aims was to discourage the collecting of native bird
eggs, which used to be a popular pastime.

Credit: NSW Gould League of Bird Lovers membership badge, 1945. Manufactured by Millers Ltd., Sydney, 1945. Gift
of anonymous, Orange Regional Museum collection. ©Orange Regional Museum.
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A badge

This week we are going to make our own club membership badge
What you’ll need:

Substitute

Thick cardboard

Any other cardboard around the home e.g. cereal box

Coloured Paper

Plain white paper

Markers, coloured pencils or paint to add a splash of
colour
Glue stick

Craft glue

Safety pin

Magnet set

Sticky tape
Scissors
Lid from a jar (approx. 5-7cm diameter)

A cup or a small bowl

Instructions

1

Place the lid on the paper and draw
around it carefully. Do the same on
the cardboard.

4

Use the sticky tape to attach
the safety pin to the back of the
cardboard.

2

Cut out the cardboard and paper
circles.

5

Draw on the badge an endangered
bird or animal that you want to
protect. You can add some words too
if you like, perhaps with the name of
your club.

3

Glue the paper circle on top of the
cardboard circle.

6

Now you can wear your badge
proudly.
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Extra Time:

1. The

Gould League of Bird Lovers was started to promote the conservation of birds. Can you think of some other
Australian animals which need to be protected?
2. Make more badges for these creatures, with a picture of each animal, fish, insect or bird.
3.Start a club with your friends and family to protect Australian wildlife, what actions will you take? Can you go on any
exploring expeditions?
4.Ask a family member to tell you more about your favourite endangered creature and what you can do to help them.
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