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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

OzArk Environment & Heritage (OzArk) has been engaged by Orange City Council (the client) to 

complete an Archaeology and Heritage Study of ‘The Springs’ at Orange, NSW (the project). ‘The 

Springs’ was a fringe camp occupied by Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal families during the early 

decades of the twentieth century located on crown reserve land south of Orange, NSW. 

The project has several objectives:  

• Identify the boundary of ‘The Springs’ fringe camp 

• Consult with Aboriginal community members with a connection to ‘The Springs’ and the 

broader Orange area for the completion of the heritage study 

• Complete an assessment of cultural heritage significance with the involvement of the 

Aboriginal community 

• Complete an archaeological field survey to identify and record any archaeological sites, 

artefacts or remnants of structures and/or other items or artefacts of Aboriginal cultural 

significance 

• Assist in the development of recommendations for the future management of ‘The 

Springs’ to be documented in a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) 

• Assist the client in nominating ‘The Springs’ for registration on the Orange Local 

Environmental Plan (LEP). 

Aboriginal community consultation occurred with relevant persons with information on ‘The 

Springs’ who were willing to share their knowledge. Unfortunately, however, given the time since 

‘The Springs’ was occupied and the fact that few people who lived there are still in the local area 

little information was gathered other than what was not already known.  

The archaeological assessment of the study area was completed by OzArk archaeologists on 

4 and 5 June 2019. No new pre-contact Aboriginal sites were identified, and four previously 

unrecorded historic heritage sites were recorded. An additional 15 historic sites previously 

recorded in 2010 were revisited during survey. The assessment of the archaeological potential of 

‘The Springs’ concluded that it is not an intact archaeological complex due to high levels of 

disturbance and the ephemeral nature of the camp.  

‘The Springs’ has local heritage values and is significant to the local Aboriginal community, as 

well as to the history of Orange. ‘The Springs’ is an example of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 

people living together cooperatively while enduring the same social struggles during the Great 

Depression. 

Based on the assessed local significance of ‘The Springs’, the site meets the criteria for 

registration on the Orange LEP which will ensure its protection. However, nomination of ‘The 

Springs’ is challenging as the extent of the camp has not been able to be accurately identified 
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during the current study. As a result of this, it is recommended that the nomination area include 

only the travelling stock reserve as it incorporates the area most likely to have been substantially 

occupied when compared to the remainder of the study area and comprises the most 

archaeological evidence.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

OzArk Environment & Heritage (OzArk) has been engaged by Orange City Council (OCC; client) 

to complete an Archaeology and Heritage Study into ‘The Springs’ at Orange, NSW (the project). 

‘The Springs’ was a fringe camp occupied by Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal families during the 

early decades of the twentieth century located on crown reserve land south of Orange, NSW. 

The project has several objectives:  

• Identify the boundary of ‘The Springs’ fringe camp  

• Consult with Aboriginal community members with a connection to ‘The Springs’ 

• Complete an assessment of cultural heritage significance with the involvement of the 

Aboriginal community 

• Complete an archaeological field survey to identify and record any archaeological sites, 

artefacts or remnants of structures and/or other items or artefacts of Aboriginal cultural 

significance 

• Assist in the development of recommendations for the future management of ‘The 

Springs’ to be documented in a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) 

• Assist the client in nominating ‘The Springs’ for registration on the Orange Local 

Environmental Plan (LEP). 

1.2 BACKGROUND 

OCC received heritage funding from the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH1) ‘Heritage 

Near Me Strategic Project’, to complete detailed investigations into ‘The Springs’. In addition to 

the archaeological field assessment and heritage study, a CMP and a Heritage Landscape Plan 

will also be developed, in consultation with the local Aboriginal community and past residents. 

1.3 PREVIOUS STUDIES 

Previous heritage and archaeological studies completed relating to ‘The Springs’ include 

Wiradjuri Places Study (Kabaila 1998); The Springs Conservation Management Strategy (OzArk 

2010); Orange Aboriginal Heritage Report (NTSCorp 2012); and the Orange, Blayney and 

Cabonne Aboriginal Study (Bennett 2016). These studies focus on the past residents of ‘The 

Springs’ or archaeological remnants present but do not attempt to define a boundary of the fringe 

camp. 

 
1 As of 1 July 2019, OEH is now the Biodiversity and Conservation Division (BCD) of the Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment (DPIE). 
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1.4 CONSTRAINTS AND LIMITATIONS 

Very little information is available regarding ‘The Springs’ as it was not a government managed 

settlement like other formal reserves or missions in Australia. In addition, given the amount of 

time that has passed since ‘The Springs’ was occupied, most past residents are either deceased 

or are unable to recall the exact location of the camp due to the land use changes since they lived 

there. 

While one of the main aims of the project was to define the extent of ‘The Springs’, this was 

unfortunately not able to be achieved despite consultation, completion of the archaeological 

survey, background research, and analysis of past land use. This result is unsurprising given the 

ephemeral nature of the camp which was partly comprised of itinerant residents. 

1.5 REPORT AUTHOR AND CONTRIBUTORS 

Stephanie Rusden (OzArk archaeologist) is the primary author of this report with assistance from 

Ben Churcher (OzArk Principal Archaeologist) and Dr Jodie Benton (OzArk Director). 

1.6 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We are indebted to the Aboriginal community members who either met with us or spent time on 

the phone discussing the project. 

1.7 RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

1.7.1 Background 

Aboriginal heritage in NSW is managed by a number of state and national Acts. Baseline 

principles for the conservation of heritage places and relics can be found in the Burra Charter 

(Australia ICOMOS 2013). The Burra Charter has become the standard of best practice in the 

conservation of heritage places in Australia, and heritage organisations and local government 

authorities have incorporated the inherent principles and logic into guidelines and other 

conservation planning documents. The Burra Charter generally advocates a cautious approach 

to changing places of heritage significance.  

In NSW Aboriginal cultural heritage is currently largely managed by provisions within the National 

Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) which provides protection for all Aboriginal objects 

(whether they are known or otherwise) and declared Aboriginal places2.  

There are a range of other heritage protection facilities also available for the purpose of protecting 

Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW, including: the NSW Heritage Act 1977, which protects the 

 
2 See, for example, Aboriginal heritage legislation in NSW: How the Aboriginal heritage system works. Published by the State of 

NSW and the Office of Environment and Heritage (2012). 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/20120401system.pdf.  

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/20120401system.pdf
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state’s most outstanding heritage items and places, Aboriginal and otherwise; the Environment 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) and the Crown Lands Act 1989 (CL Act).  

The EP&A Act is also a key piece of legislation for the management of development in NSW. 

Cultural heritage is considered to be a part of the environment under this Act and requires that 

Aboriginal cultural heritage, and the possible impacts to Aboriginal heritage that development 

may have, are formally considered in land-use planning and development approval processes. 

The CL Act enables covenants to be placed over Crown Land to protect environmental, cultural 

and heritage values before the land is sold or transferred. 

The NPW Act remains the core NSW legislation to be relied upon to protect Aboriginal cultural 

heritage and it operates to do so in a range of ways. Firstly, all Aboriginal objects are automatically 

protected under this law (including objects which are not recorded or ‘known’). Further, places of 

importance to Aboriginal individuals and communities may be given additional legal protection 

under provisions of the NPW Act by the following steps: 

• Declaration of new Aboriginal Places 

• Reservation and management as Aboriginal Areas and national parks 

• Formal agreements on the joint management of national parks 

• Formal agreements with land owners (Voluntary Conservation Agreements). 

To further set out the wide range of additional legislative and regulatory frameworks which have 

a direct relationship with the protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW, OEH 2012: 5–6 is 

reproduced as Figure 1-1 and Figure 1-2. 

In essence, if there are any steps that a party is anticipating taking which might potentially have 

an impact on Aboriginal heritage then the overarching form of protection is to take reasonable 

steps to identify any such potential impacts in relation to the various Acts and regulations 

described below. 
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Figure 1-1: Aboriginal Heritage Legislation in NSW (1) 
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Figure 1-2: Aboriginal Heritage Legislation in NSW (2) 

 

1.7.2 Local Environmental Plan 

In NSW a Local Environmental Plan (LEP) protects Aboriginal heritage items within a local 

government area (LGA). The Orange LEP of 2011 notes at section 2 (v) that the Orange LEP 

aims to protect and enhance and conserve ‘places and buildings of archaeological or heritage 

significance’ and further sets out currently listed places of environmental significance in 

Schedule 5. 

1.7.3 State Legislation 

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) 

As presented above in Figure 1-1, the NPW Act provides for the protection of Aboriginal objects 

and declared Aboriginal Places in NSW.  

In cases where there is no way to avoid directly impacting an item or place with Aboriginal heritage 

significance then a process of applying for a permit to impact Aboriginal heritage is available 

through the NPW Act. To quote from OEH 2012: 8: 
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The NPW Act also contains the process to help people determine that their 

actions will not harm Aboriginal objects. The process is described in the 

OEH guideline titled Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of 

Aboriginal Objects in NSW (2010). If the due diligence process shows that 

an activity such as development may harm an Aboriginal object or declared 

Aboriginal Place then the developer must investigate, assess and report on 

the harm that may be caused by that activity. This second process is 

described in the OEH guideline titled Guideline to Investigating, Assessing 

and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (2011). Where harm 

to an Aboriginal object cannot be avoided, an application for an Aboriginal 

Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) must be made by the developer. These 

permits are issued at the discretion of the Director General. All AHIP 

applicants must undertake consultation with Aboriginal communities in 

accordance with the NPW Regulation.  

If a developer harms an Aboriginal object or declared Aboriginal Place 

without an AHIP, the developer has broken the law and can be prosecuted 

in the courts. The NPW Act identifies a number of defences and exemptions 

to the offence of harming an Aboriginal object or declared Aboriginal Place  

OEH 2012: 8 

Heritage Act 1997 

The Heritage Act 1977 (Heritage Act) is applicable to the current assessment. This Act 

established the Heritage Council of NSW. The Heritage Council’s role is to advise the government 

on the protection of heritage assets, make listing recommendations to the Minister in relation to 

the State Heritage Register, and assess/approve/decline proposals involving modification to 

heritage items or places listed on the Register. Most proposals involving modification are 

assessed under Section 60 of the Heritage Act.  

Automatic protection is afforded to ‘relics’, defined as ‘any deposit or material evidence relating 

to the settlement of the area that comprised New South Wales, not being Aboriginal settlement, 

and which holds state or local significance’ (note: formerly the Act protected any ‘relic’ that was 

more than 50 years old. Now the age determination has been dropped from the Act and relics 

are protected according to their heritage significance assessment rather than purely on their age). 

Excavation of land on which it is known or where there is reasonable cause to suspect that ‘relics’ 

will be exposed, moved, destroyed, discovered or damaged is prohibited unless ordered under 

an excavation permit. 
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1.7.4 Commonwealth Legislation 

There is Commonwealth legislation of relevance but in NSW all state avenues would have been 

exhausted prior to looking further afield. The Australian Government Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 may be relevant where state-based processes are unable 

to protect any item under threat of injury or desecration that is of importance to an Aboriginal 

community. The Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

may also be relevant to some development proposals, particularly where there are heritage 

values which are of national heritage significance. 
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2 THE STUDY AREA 

2.1 DELINEATION OF THE STUDY AREA 

As it was poorly documented, the exact extent of ‘The Springs’ is unknown; except that it occupied 

crown land to the south of Orange, (Figure 2-1). As such, past oral accounts, heritage studies, 

land ownership, and parish maps have been considered in an attempt to delineate the study area. 

Based on the known general location of The Springs settlement, the study area for the project 

encompasses approximately 130 hectares (ha) of crown land including the former rifle range in 

the north; a travelling stock reserve (TSR) corridor located between Forest Road, Shiralee Road, 

Hawke Lane and Rifle Range Road in the west (hereafter referred to as the Hawke Lane TSR), 

and the remainder of land currently used for agricultural purposes and managed by Department 

of Industry (Figure 2-2). 

Figure 2-1: Location of the study area in relation to Orange. 
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Figure 2-2: Aerial of the study area showing current land use. 

 

2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT 

An understanding of the environmental contexts is a particularly important consideration for 

understanding occupation and the detection of archaeological sites, particularly Aboriginal pre-

contact sites. In addition, natural geomorphic processes of erosion and/or deposition, as well as 

humanly activated landscape processes, influence the degree to which these material culture 

remains are retained in the landscape as archaeological sites; and the degree to which they are 

preserved, revealed and/or conserved in present environmental settings. 

2.2.1 Topography 

The study area is located within the South Eastern Highlands bioregion (Orange subregion) 

(NPWS 2003: 203–209) and the Canobolas Sheet Basalt landscape unit (Mitchell 2002: 86). The 

Canobolas Sheet Basalt Mitchell landscape unit includes undulating plains with general elevation 

between 950 and 1200 metres (m) and local relief to 100 m. The topography of the study area is 

consistent with the Canobolas Sheet Basalt landscape unit exhibiting an undulating plain with 

gentle to moderate slopes and low crests (Figure 2-3 and Figure 2-4). Those areas adjacent to 

water are generally flat (Figure 2-4; image 4). 
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Figure 2-3: Aerial showing the study area. 

 

Figure 2-4: Topography of the study area. 

  

1. View north along a moderate slope in the west of the 

study area. 

2. View north along a gentle slope in the central portion 

of the study area. 
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3. View south towards a low crest within scattered 

basalt rocks. 

4. View east across a flat landform adjacent to the 

drainage line with a low crest in the background. 

2.2.2 Geology and soils 

Soils of the Canobolas Sheet Basalt landscape unit are typically composed of red-brown loams 

and yellow-brown texture-contrast soils on lower slopes and is often associated with outcropping 

basalt rocks (Figure 2-4; image 3). 

2.2.3 Hydrology 

The study area is situated within the Macquarie-Bogan Catchment Management Area; thus, all 

water eventually drains towards the Macquarie River. The study area is traversed by a north–

south flowing drainage line (often referred to as Rifle Range Creek) currently associated with 

sizeable farm dams which have impacted the natural flow of the drainage line (Figure 2-5 and 

Figure 2-6; image 1). This drainage line is a tributary of Blackmans Swamp Creek which flows 

from a spring in the west and feeds a ‘soak’ that dominates the central section of the Hawke Lane 

TSR in the west of the study area (OzArk 2010) (Figure 2-6; image 2). Additional areas of water 

pooling along in the drainage line are evident in the north of the study area. 
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Figure 2-5: Map showing hydrological features within and surrounding the study area. 

 

Figure 2-6: View of the drainage line and ‘soak’. 

  

1. View along the drainage line showing a small area of 

water pooling. 

2. View south across the ‘soak’. 

2.2.4 Vegetation 

Vegetation within the study area is varied (Figure 2-2). Much of the north of the study area is 

densely vegetated by mature and regrowth eucalypt species (Figure 2-7; image 1). The central 

and south portions of the study area have likely been subject to land clearance for agricultural 

purposes. These areas consist of remnant stands of mature, native vegetation, stands or 

The ‘soak’ 

Where the spring flows from 
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regrowth vegetation and planted pine trees (Figure 2-7; image 2). Dispersed deciduous fruit trees 

and box trees are present throughout the Hawke Lane TSR in the west and a thick stand of 

willows covers most of the soak. OzArk (2010) speculated that the fruit trees are likely 

descendants of original plantings associated with ‘The Springs’ camp (Figure 2-7; images 3 

and 4). 

Figure 2-7: View of varying vegetation within the study area. 

  

1. Dense woodland in the north of the study area within 

the rifle range.  

2. Regenerating vegetation in the central portion of the 

study area. 

  

3. View of a fruit tree in the west of the study area 

within the Hawke Lane TSR. 

4. View of willows within the ‘soak’ in the central portion 

of the Hawke Lane TSR. 

2.2.5 Land use history 

A parish map of the County of Bathurst, Parish of Orange from 1897 shows the designation of 

land for the rifle range, with the majority of land left as a temporary town common. A night soil 

depot is on an adjoining block to the east (Figure 2-8). 
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Figure 2-8: Plan of the County of Bathurst, Parish of Orange from 1897 (source: 

http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au/pixel.htm). 

 

By 1930, the land surrounding the study area had been subdivided and was under private 

ownership. The study area itself was reserved crown land and later managed by the Agricultural 

Research Station (Figure 2-9). The north of the study area remained reserved for the rifle range 

and the southwest was designated as a TSR. Many private properties surrounding the study area 

were associated with orchards from the early 1900s onwards, including Parkwood Orchards. 

Orchards were abundant in the south of Orange as shown in a 1934 and 1935 sketch plan of 

Orange completed by the Australian Army Survey Corps (Figure 2-10). 
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Figure 2-9: Plan of the County of Bathurst, Parish of Orange from 1930 (source: 

http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au/pixel.htm). 

 

Figure 2-10 and Figure 2-11 detail land use in south Orange, which mostly comprised of 

agricultural activities i.e. orchards and cultivation, as well as the density of vegetation. Major 

features such as Bloomfield hospital, the racecourse and the stockyards are also noted, however, 

there is no indication of the fringe camp. 

An aerial drome photograph taken in south Orange partially captures the study area, however, 

the angle at which the photo has been taken and distance from the study area makes it difficult 

to distinguish any features, such as temporary dwellings, to indicate where people at ‘The 

Springs’ were living (Figure 2-12). 

The earliest aerial photograph able to be accessed which includes the study area is from 1954 

(Figure 2-13). Unfortunately, no remnants of ‘The Springs’ identifiable within the image, and it is 

likely that by this time, the area had largely been cleared of any makeshift houses.
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Figure 2-10: 1934 and 1935 sketch plan showing the study area and surrounding orchards (source: Australia Army Survey Corps 1935). 
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Figure 2-11: 1938 sketch plan showing the density of vegetation (source: Royal Australian Survey 

Corps 1938). 

 

Figure 2-12: 1937 Orange drome aerial photograph (source: Orange drome MAP Aerial). 

Approximate location of the study area indicated. 
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Figure 2-13: Aerial photograph from 1954 encompassing part of the study area (source: City of 

Orange 1950–1959). 

 

2.2.6 Existing levels of disturbance 

Current disturbances throughout the study area are documented below according to area:  

• Rifle range:  

o Two ranges have been constructed with associated disturbances including 

vegetation clearance and earthworks 

o Construction of sheds. 

• Hawke Lane TSR: 

o Construction of a walking track 

o Installation of park benches. 

• Additional crown land 

o Construction of dams 

o Cultivation 

o Graded access roads 
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o Livestock grazing 

o Vegetation clearance. 

2.2.7 Conclusion 

Topography and hydrology: The flat and sloping landforms which dominate the study area would 

not have been an impediment to movement or occupation (camping) by traditional Aboriginal 

people in the past. However, occupation of this area in antiquity by Aboriginal people would most 

likely have been limited to transient habitation resulting from movement across the landscape to 

other areas which provide more stable and abundant resources such as Brandy and Gosling 

Creeks to the south. The original pre-dam creek line (Rifle Range Creek) would have constituted 

a useful watercourse for the mid-twentieth century Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal settlement at 

‘The Springs’. 

Geology and soils: The soils that characterise the study area are relatively stable. Basalt is 

present throughout the study area, particularly on slopes and crests. This material would have 

been a suitable resource for traditional stone tool making and may have been a resource post-

contact in the construction of dwellings. 

Vegetation: Mature, native species which would have been present within the study area in 

antiquity would have provided resources for Aboriginal people in the past, however, resources 

likely to have supported a large population of people would have been present closer to the banks 

of more permanent water sources including Brandy and Gosling Creeks. In post-contact times, 

bark removal may have been continued to be used within the settlement for the construction of 

dwellings, and other various tools, vessels and commodities. 

Land use: The existing levels of disturbance across the crown land managed by Department of 

Industry is likely to have removed or significantly displaced any features or artefacts (both 

traditional and post-contact) and therefore the chances of being able to conclusively identify any 

features in the area are very low. Due to the levels of previous disturbance, OzArk (2010) notes 

that the extant archaeological features, such as building foundations and walls, previously 

identified within the Hawke Lane TSR display significantly reduced integrity. The distribution of 

stone blocks remains concentrated on the western side, however those on the ground surface 

today appear relatively scattered and clustered in groups of two to six stones, particularly in the 

south (OzArk 2010). Those in the north are generally larger and less dispersed. Metal artefacts 

within the area also appear to be situated in disturbed deposits, consisting of some dispersed 

items and clumps of chicken wire and / or corroded and twisted metal items. 
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3 ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

3.1 ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

The current study has aimed to actively involve the Aboriginal community to assist in documenting 

the history of ‘The Springs’, defining an extent for the settlement, and identifying the significant 

values associated with the area. 

An advertisement for a proposed workshop was placed in local Orange newspaper, as well as 

surrounding areas such as Blayney and Cowra by the OCC. The advertisement was also posted 

on the OCC and the Orange Local Aboriginal Land Council website. The workshop was held in 

Orange at the Winhanganha Aboriginal Learning Centre at the TAFE Western Institute on 3 June 

2019 following a Reconciliation morning tea. Unfortunately, no local Aboriginal community 

members with knowledge regarding ‘The Springs’ were able to attend the workshop. 

Due to the lack of attendees to the workshop, OzArk undertook consultation with relevant 

Aboriginal persons with connections to ‘The Springs’ who were able to be contacted from 7 June 

2019 to 25 June 2019. This consultation was in the form of phone calls to relevant Aboriginal 

agencies and individuals, along with supporting emails and mail. 

Those contacted who wished to share information are documented below. 

Joyce Williams (7/6/19) 

I mostly remember how fresh the water at ‘The Springs’ was. The spring was on 

private property, but the landowner used to let us onto his property to get water. I can’t 

remember what his name was, but he was nice to us. The creek ran from the railway 

down to the rifle range and further south. There were about nine humpies when I first 

moved there and lots of children, and the camp was almost in a V shape. Lots of white 

people who lived there in the laneway who were pensioners, they didn’t do any fruit 

picking and vegetables too. We all got along well. It was a quiet place. Other people 

camp for fruit picking, they would come for 2–3 weeks and we did some too. We 

picked blackberries and collected them in kerosene buckets to sell them to Sydney 

and they would make jam out of them. We picked cherries too, I had a friend at school, 

I think his name was Denny Clairy, his grandfather owned an orchard near ‘The 

Springs’. My mother grew some of her own fruit and vegetables. We didn’t eat 

traditional food there; our main food that we lived off was rabbit stew. We all collected 

material for our humpies from the rubbish tip nearby, fibro and that sort of thing and 

we built a fire place inside the humpy from mud and brick to keep us warm. We had 

about three rooms in our humpy. I remember Mr O’Sullivan, he was a white man, who 

had his own tank. Other white people were the Woods sisters, the Alexander brothers, 

and an old man whose name I didn’t know but we called him ‘Deafie’. We also used 

to walk to the shop at Bloomfield which was about one mile from the camp. I had a 
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nice time at ‘The Springs’. I remember we used to skate on the ice when the spring 

froze. We used to walk through the rifle range and over the railway bridge to get into 

town, people weren’t camping in there. And we would pick an apple on our way, the 

granny smith apples, and we would knock them on a post, so they were really juicy. 

The Minister [Protestant] would come for Sunday School. We rode bikes or caught 

the bus to school at Top Convent Catholic School then I asked if I could go to the 

East Orange Convent with a relative. My brother went to the Brothers School on the 

main street. If we caught the bus, we got it at Bloomfield and we used to see planes 

flying at the park. I lived at ‘The Springs’ until I was about 13 or 14 when started work 

at the hospital as a cleaner in town and I lived there too. I remember going to the 

movies every Friday night at the Australian Theatre. 

Rebecca Ingram (interviewed on 7/6/19) 

My mother, Josie Monaghan lived at ‘The Springs’. She was born in 1938 in Orange 

hospital and lived at ‘The Springs’ until she was about two or three. Her sister Frances 

was also born at ‘The Springs’ in 1936. Mummy told me they had nice freshwater 

there. She lived in a humpy and her mother picked fruit until they moved to Cowra. 

My mother’s, mother, Eva, was the first Aboriginal woman living at ‘The Springs’.   It 

is noted that Rebecca and Lavinus Ingram (Cowra) have expressed that the Orange 

region and surrounds is Ngunnawal and not Wiradjuri country. 

Glen Reid (7/6/19) 

I remember visiting ‘The Springs’ when I was around 5 or 6. My mum knew an older 

lady that lived there, and we used to see her when we were visiting my dad across 

the road at Bloomfield. Everyone was living in humpies close together along the creek 

line…. I can’t remember if people lived in the rifle range, but I remember there were 

lots of thorn bushes around.  

On 21 June 2019, former resident Ms Williams was taken to the Hawke Lane TSR within the 

study area to try and identify the main location where people were living and where the spring 

was that they gathered water from (Figure 3-1). Unfortunately, due to changes to the landscape 

in the interim, particularly the construction of two large dams on the adjacent private property 

post-1954, Ms Williams was unable to identify these features of the camp. Ms Williams initially 

recalled that people were not camped near the rifle range noting that “they wouldn’t let us camp 

in there”, however when later describing the layout of the camp in a ‘V shape’ she described 

families camping near the rifle range. Ms Williams also remembered a house at the start of the 

laneway (northern end) where they used to purchase eggs and that Mr Hawke who lived on the 

opposite side used to grow his strawberries and tomatoes into the laneway.  

The OzArk consultation log is included in Appendix 1. 
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Figure 3-1: Joyce Williams during a site visit to ‘The Springs’. 
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4 HISTORIC ASSESSMENT 

This section provides an analysis of primary and secondary sources relating to occupation of the 

Orange area. This supports the analysis of the site to provide clarity on the extent of ‘The Springs’ 

and potential for archaeological relics. 

4.1 ETHNO-HISTORIC SOURCES OF ABORIGINAL CULTURE 

According to Tindale’s (1974) and Horton’s (1994) maps of tribal or ethno-linguistic boundaries, 

the Wiradjuri occupied the northern parts of the South Eastern Highlands bioregion in the vicinity 

of Orange and Bathurst (Figure 4-1). As such, the study area falls within the Wiradjuri ethno-

linguistic group. The Wiradjuri are typically described as a large language group or tribal nation 

extended over a considerable area of New South Wales, comprising many individual groups. 

Pearson (1981: 81) suggests that one Wiradjuri clan occupied the Wellington area, another 

occupied the Bathurst region and another the Mudgee–Rylstone locale. It is acknowledged that 

use of the term ‘tribe’ and the delineation of ‘tribal boundaries’ on maps is problematic; however, 

distinctive ethno-linguistic groups are known to exist. 

Figure 4-1: A portion of Tindale’s (1974) map showing the location of the Wiradjuri ethno-

linguistic group in relation to the study area. 
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The closest earliest reference to Aboriginal culture in the Orange area dates to 23 April 23 1817 

when John Oxley passed by Limestone Creek, south of Mount Canobolas, describing the 

surroundings as ‘a beautiful picturesque country of low hills and fine valleys well-watered’ 

(Whitehead 2003: 351). Further to the southwest, Oxley met with Aborigines at the Lachlan River 

carrying stone hatchets and possum skin cloaks; he then returned to Bathurst along the Bell and 

Macquarie rivers north of Orange in late August. He noted the abundant resources of the areas 

adjacent to the Macquarie River (which included emus, ducks, swans, fish, and freshwater 

muscles) and that the country has running waters everywhere and on every hill was a spring 

(Rawson 1997: 8). 

Several firsthand accounts of contact with Aboriginal people still living a tribal life within the 

general region are available, providing insight into aspects of daily life. Miss Jane Piper, the 

daughter of Captain Piper and owner of “Alloway” and “Westbourne” at Bathurst, wrote in her 

diary: 

In the 1830s, there was a large camp of Aborigines near “Westbourne”. Their shelters 

were made of bark under which an Aboriginal man, his mate and their piccaninnies slept 

at night. If they owned any dogs these would sleep with them in their ‘gunyah’ to help keep 

them warm. The men provided food, consisting of kangaroo, opossums, lizards, snakes 

and other delicacies. The women cooked them by throwing them on to hot coals, skinned 

but not disembowelled. When they were cooked, they were laid on a piece of bark and 

the man sat down to eat, his woman seated at his back. He tore the food to pieces with 

his fingers and threw the bones over his shoulder to his lubra, who then gnawed them and 

passed them on to the dogs (McBurney 1995). 

A fight between the local Aboriginal people and an outside tribe was also described by Miss Piper, 

who interpreted the fight as being over women, whereby the non-local tribe had come into the 

area to steal a woman: 

They used spears, nulla nullas, boomerangs and womerahs. A European sympathiser 

persuaded one of the local tribes to allow him make the warrior of the home (local?) tribe 

into a devil. This he did by fastening two bullocks’ tails to a thick cord, made from grass, 

tying them around the man’s waist. His hair was plastered down with pipeclay, and he had 

red circles around his eyes and red streaks around his body. The Bathurst Tribe won, but 

the victory cost six lives. It is not known what happened to the woman, perhaps she 

escaped! 

The fallen heroes were buried with much ceremony, the bodies in a sitting position with 

their heads bowed on their knees. The war weapons of the dead were placed inside the 

opossum skin rug in which each body was buried. During the burial the women cried and 

wailed, the dead man’s woman cut her head and body severely causing streams of blood 
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to flow freely. The men and women joined in a sort of chant to tell of the deceased’s 

virtues. When the women died they were buried anywhere (McBurney 1995). 

On matters of ceremony she writes: 

The mystic rites of the Aborigine were frequently carried out in secrecy, but when a young 

man was initiated he had his front tooth knocked out and was then considered to be 

eligible for matrimony (McBurney 1995). 

The only reference found that relates more specifically to Orange, names Blackmans Swamp, 

whereby the early settlers note that the area was still home to hundreds of natives who roamed 

the district. 

4.2 EARLY EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT 

John Oxley, when returning from Wellington in August 1817, camped approximately 40 kilometres 

(km) north of Orange. He noted that the country was very rugged, and it was difficult to make his 

way through. In 1818 he returned to the general area, this time avoiding the rugged hills and 

passing through the area known today as Ophir. Two years later James Meehan, a surveyor, 

became temporarily lost in April 1820 on his way across country to Bathurst (it is unclear where 

originated from) and his party was believed to have been the first white men to camp in what is 

now Orange City. 

In 1823 the Chief Constable at Bathurst was given the task of finding a route to Wellington from 

Bathurst so that a convict station could be established. The Chief Constable’s name was John 

Blackman and ‘Blackmans Swamp’ is thought to have been named after him (McBurney 1995). 

Others note that there is no evidence that Blackman had a station at Orange as the only holdings 

he was granted were in Bathurst. 

In the mid-1820s several squatters were using the general area and a government station was 

established on Fredrick’s Valley Creek, now Dairy Creek at the southern end of the study area, 

because of the distance between Wellington from Bathurst. A slab and bark hut and stock yards 

were erected to provide accommodation for stockyard keepers and shepherds. This rapidly 

changed the character of the region as it was now opened up for private settlement once 

Governor Darling redefined the limits of location in 1826 (DUAP 1996). 

The surveyor J.B. Richards was commissioned to undertake survey of the road to Wellington and 

in 1829 he sketched a reserve for a village on a Parish plan marked Orange. This is the first time 

this name was applied to the area. In 1837 Major Bowler, then stationed at Windsor, was 

redeployed with a detachment of the 80th Regiment to Bathurst where he was then appointed as 

the police magistrate at Carcoar. 
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Major Bowler later settled on a small property named “The Meadows” at Blackmans Swamp near 

the study area (McBurney 1995). Blackmans Swamp at this time was reported to have a one-

roomed store, a post office and a lock up. 

Major Thomas Mitchell during his exploration of the interior also uses the name ‘Orange’ to 

describe the area. ‘Orange’ is believed to have derived its name from a fellow British Officer (the 

Prince of Orange) and fellow aides-de camps to the Duke of Wellington whom they both served 

with during the Napoleonic wars. Mitchell’s journal entry on 5 April 1838 first mentions 

Mt Canobolas and the following day he climbs the mountain. His subsequent report to the 

Governor was used to officially recognise the name of the place. 

In 1846, a proclamation was issued from the NSW Government that defined the location of extent 

of the Village of Orange. When the Governor travelled to the district in December 1846, he noted 

in a speech that about 1,500 people resided in the district of Fredrick’s Valley, Summer Hill, 

Blackmans Swamp and Byng (McBurney 1995). 

Settlement in the area was low key until the 1850s when alluvial gold was discovered at Ophir in 

1851. From this point on pastoral leases were more and more frequently bought and sold and the 

boom in mining and mineral exploration in the region lead to the continued expansion of the 

village to become Orange City. 

4.3 ABORIGINAL POST CONTACT HISTORY 

4.3.1 Board for the Protection of Aborigines (1883–1940) 

The Board for the Protection of Aborigines (APB) was established by the Executive Council of 

the NSW Parliament on 2 June 1883. The APB consisted of six members appointed by the 

Governor with the Inspector General of Police as chairman. At weekly meetings the APB 

discussed and made ‘recommendations concerning the general protection of the State’s 

Aboriginal population’ [State Records of NSW, Agency Detail] (OzArk 2018). 

The APB drafted the regulations for the management of Aboriginal stations at Brewarrina, 

Cumeroogunga and Warangesda that were issued in February 1895. Regulations provided for 

the establishment of a local board with representatives elected by the APB and to include the 

local police superintendent. The local boards duties included: 

• Inspecting the station at least monthly and report to the APB with recommendations 

• Inquiring into complaints made about the station 

• Advising the manager about discipline, work to be done and other matters related to 

management  

• Countersigning requisitions for stores and expenditure. 
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The APB had no statutory power until the passage of the Aborigines Protection Act 1909 (Act 

No.25) under which it was reconstituted. The purpose of the new Board was stated as ‘to exercise 

a general supervision and care over all matters affecting the interest and welfare of Aborigines, 

and to protect them against injustice, imposition and fraud’ [State Records of NSW, Agency 

Detail]. Under the new Board local committees or guardians were appointed to stations and 

reserves and had similar responsibilities to the previous committees [State Records of NSW, 

Agency Detail]. 

The Aborigines Protection Amending Act of 1915 extended the powers of the Board to ‘assume 

control and custody of Aboriginal children...in the moral or physical interest of the child’. Other 

changes to the Board included the appointment of Inspectors of Aboriginal people and the 

abolition of local committees and guardians. Amendments to the Act in 1918 and 1936 imposed 

further restrictions on Aboriginal people’s movements and activities. A Parliamentary Select 

Committee established in 1937 was formed to investigate the administration of Aboriginal people, 

recommending that the Public Service Board investigate the work of the Board. Some of the 

recommendations included the assimilation of Aboriginal people into the community away from 

the reserves, stations and homes into which they had been forcibly removed from the late 19th 

century. Other changes proposed included the development of a housing program and education 

and training schemes. The reconstitution of the Board was also recommended, and the 

organisation was replaced by the Aborigines Welfare Board in 1940 [State Records of NSW, 

Agency Detail]. 

The APB was replaced by the Aborigines Welfare Board in 1940. By 1945 there had been a 

decrease of the number of people living on stations and an increase of those on reserves. 

Government assistance of £3,000 for the acquisition of homes had been approved but post-war 

restrictions on materials and the purchase of land created difficulties. The Board’s powers had 

been expanded and they were now authorised to acquire land, build houses and sell or lease 

them with the eventual intention of Aboriginal families acquiring them [Annual Report Board for 

the Protection of Aborigines]. 

The Annual Report of the Board in June 1968 claimed that in the last decade many advances 

had been made in Aboriginal affairs and ‘discriminatory legislation removed from the statutes’. 

J. Morgan and L. Darcy were the aboriginal representatives on the Board in this year. In 1969 the 

Board was abolished to be replaced by the Aborigines Welfare Directorate, Department of Child 

Welfare and Social Welfare (later the Aboriginal Services Branch, Youth and Community 

Services) [State Records NSW, Concise Guide, Aborigines Welfare Board]. 

4.3.1.1 Relation to Orange 

Annual reports form the APB provide brief details about the lives of Aboriginal people in Orange 

from 1882 onwards. The policy of the APB at this time was to create reserves “to enable 
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(Aboriginal people) to form homesteads, to cultivate grain, vegetables and fruit for their own 

support and comfort” (NTSCorp 2012). Except for the old, the disabled and children, the APB 

encouraged Aboriginal people to be self-sufficient. An Aboriginal reserve was not established in 

the Orange district, although the APB provided rations and blankets to support the population 

(NTSCorp 2012). The nearest Aboriginal reserves were established at Cowra in 1890 called 

Erambie and Wellington in 1895 called Blacks Camp (Kabaila 1998). 

The annual report for 1891 indicates that Aboriginal people in Orange and Molong (a combined 

population of 28) did not require rations. The Aborigines Protection Board (1891) noted that: 

None are in need of aid from government; they are generally employed on stations 

and farms, a few also earn a living fencing. They are not addicted to habits of 

intemperance. One child attends the public school at Molong. Blankets are supplied 

annually. They are in no way misappropriated. When ill, they are either treated by the 

government medical officer or sent to the local hospital. 

From this point onwards, working for Europeans became an important source of independence 

and status for Aboriginal people. Wiradjuri men mostly worked as labourers but some gained 

higher-standing jobs such as shearers. Some women worked as domestic servants. Employment 

meant that some families, at least for part of the year, could live outside the restrictive reserves 

and stations. Most of the larger pastoral and agricultural stations had been broken up by this time, 

forcing the former Aboriginal residents either onto reserves and stations or into town fringes. 

Many found work on the smaller properties, but they could not live there. 

4.3.2 Types of Aboriginal post-contact settlements 

In the past, the physical layout and living space at Aboriginal settlements ranged based on the 

level of government control or absence. These types of settlements have been categorised by 

Kabaila (1999: 251–252) as follows:  

• Uncontrolled camps or fringe camps: Aboriginal or mixed community settlements under 

various kinds of land tenure including crown land, pastoral lease, and privately-owned 

land. They were not reserves and therefore not under direct Board control 

• Unmanaged housing reserves: were on land gazetted as Aboriginal Reserve and placed 

under the control of the Board, which had the power to revoke this usage 

• Unmanaged farming reserves: were farm leases granted on behalf of the New South 

Wales government by the Board to particular Aboriginal families 

• Missionary influenced settlements: were settlements on which the Aborigines Inland 

Mission (AIM) organisation was especially active and which built their own Aboriginal. 

community churches. This occurred in a variety of settlements including fringe camps 

and managed reserves 
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• Church-run missions: A true mission is an Aboriginal settlement wholly organised by a 

missionary or missionary organisation 

• Managed government reserves or missions: were run as partly self-sufficient community 

farming villages. They were simply low-cost housing areas under the control of a full-

time teacher/manager and or matron, who were Board employees. 

Following an assessment of characteristics of 11 Aboriginal settlements, Kabaila (1999) depicted 

differing characteristics between government settlements and informal camps (Table 4-1). It is 

noted, however, that variations across settlements were dependent on the population and 

relationships with neighbours. A general idea of what ‘The Springs’ camp was like can, 

nevertheless, be visualised through these listed properties. 

Within camps, Kabaila (1999) notes that the structure was generally influenced by social 

organisation; environmental factors; and sequence of arrival. Much of camp life also fitted in with 

previous traditional patterns and had a strong sense of community. 

Table 4-1: Structure of government settlements and community camps (Kabaila 1999: 253). 

 

4.3.3 ‘The Springs’ fringe camp 

The area known as ‘The Springs’ was used as a mixed Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal fringe camp 

located to the south of Orange and 800 m west of Bloomfield Hospital (Kabaila 1998). ‘The 

Springs’ is mainly known from the 1930s and 1940s, however, there is a record of an unnamed 

Aboriginal man living in an area to the south of Orange, suggesting a possible presence at ‘The 

Springs’ as early as the late 19th century (NTSCorp 2012). 

As the name implies, ‘The Springs’ is in the vicinity of a freshwater spring and is likely to have 

also been occupied by Wiradjuri people prior to European settlement of the region. During the 

1930s and 1940s, ‘The Springs’ was occupied by individuals and families unable to access 

government assistance while suffering the effects of the Great Depression and was a location 

where people subject to the Aborigines Protection Act 1909–1969 could congregate.  



OzArk Environment & Heritage 

Archaeological and Heritage Study: ‘The Springs’ Fringe Camp, Orange NSW. 39 

The state electoral roll for Orange shows Aboriginal families living at ‘The Springs’ in 1930 

(NTSCorp 2012: 62–63):  

Residents at that time included Alex Grace and his parents, Edward Grace and Eva 

Grace (nee Carroll). Two years previously, the Grace family had been living with 

Sidney Glass at 9 Kite Street in town, demonstrating that occupation of The Springs 

began between 1928 and 1930. Other Aboriginal families were still living in town in 

1930, including Reginald and Amelia Glass on the town common (they were living at 

5 Warrendine Street in 1928) and Robert Whitton in a residence on Woodward Street. 

Archie Murphy, tracker, was living at the police station in Anson Street. By 1936, at 

least two families were living on The Springs, namely Henry John Bell and Mary 

Selina Bell (nee Grace), and also Cecil Coe. Others, including members of the 

Alexander, Grace and Simpson families, were recorded as living on Woodward Road, 

which runs in close proximity to The Springs.  

A similar situation is evident from 1937 electoral roll. Henry John Bell and family were 

living at The Springs with his brother Roy William Bell and his wife Gladys Bell (nee 

Towney). Henry and Roy’s parents, Harry Roy Bell and Matilda Bell (nee Stanley) 

were also present.  

Aboriginal families at ‘The Springs’ included members of the Monaghan, Carberry, Grace and 

Bell families. Ms Williams also remembers Burnes, Monaghan, Hart and Merritt families 

(Ms Williams, pers. comm.). Many of the Aboriginal residents of ‘The Springs’ were from well-

established Wiradjuri and Ngunnawal families (NTSCorp 2012 63–64):  

Harry Roy Bell, for example, was born in Yass in the late 1880s. He had strong ties 

to the Ngunnawal country at Yass through his mother Lexter Lane and maternal 

grandmother Caroline Chisholm… It is possible that he may have travelled through 

Orange on his way to Wellington, working as a labourer or drover to support himself 

and stopping at The Springs to camp, rest and water a mob of cattle. 

Harry Bell’s wife (Matilda Stanley) was from an old Wellington Wiradjuri family. Born 

at Molong in the early 1890s, Matilda Stanley had spent most of her life in the 

Wellington district. After marriage, she and her husband divided their time between 

Wellington and Yass, and some of their children were born in each place. Henry John 

Bell, for example, was born at Wellington in about 1909. Ties between Wellington and 

Yass were further cemented when he married Mary Selina Grace (who was born at 

Yass in about 1909) at Wellington in 1933. Henry and Mary’s eldest child, John ‘Ted’ 

Bell was born at Wellington the following year before the family moved to Orange and 

set up at The Springs. John remembers that several of his siblings were born at The 

Springs and that his mother worked as a maid at the Duntryleague club. The family 
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stayed at The Springs until John was approximately four years old before returning to 

Wellington. 

A similar web of kinship, connection and movement is evident from the family history 

of Josephine Monaghan who was born at The Springs in May 1938. Josephine’s 

mother, Eva Carberry, was born at Young in the mid-1890s. Eva’s father, Frederick 

Carberry, was born at Gundagai in the early 1860s. He married Frances Lane (who 

is descended from Yass and Lachlan River families) at Yass in 1890. In adulthood, 

Eva travelled between Yass, Cowra and Wellington before moving to Orange, most 

probably in the mid-1930s. She was joined after that by her father who lived at The 

Springs before moving into a March Street residence in town. It was at this place that 

he passed away in May 1943. Josephine lived at The Springs until she was about five 

years old. She and her mother later moved to Erambie at Cowra. 

Thurlow (2009: 1) regards ‘The Springs’, which was provided voluntarily by the non-Aboriginal 

community, as an example of cooperation between the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 

communities. Ms Williams remembers the community as consisting of Aboriginal families, white 

families and mixed families (Ms Williams, pers. comm.). Ms Williams said everyone who lived at 

‘The Springs’ got along really well, whether they were white or Aboriginal. White people living at 

‘The Springs’ included the Woods sisters, the Alexander brothers, Deafie (an elderly deaf man), 

and Mr O’Sullivan (Ms Williams, pers. comm.) (Figure 4-2). There are also records of Alick 

Solomon, a labourer, listed as living at ‘The Springs’ between 1935–1937 (Orange District 

Historical Society, pers. comm.) 

Figure 4-2: Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people living at ‘The Springs’ as remembered by Joyce 

Williams (Kabaila 1998: 49). 

 

Whilst some of the households resided there relatively permanently, others were itinerant: ‘they’d 

just blow in and blow out’ (Kabaila 1998: 48). Seasonal fruit picking for local farmers was the main 
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occupation for both permanent and itinerant residents. The proximity and abundance of orchards 

in the south of Orange drew Aboriginal fruit pickers from nearby towns such as Cowra and 

Condobolin (Kabaila 1998: 48). Locally grown fruits consisted mainly of apples, blackberries, 

strawberries and cherries and also included tomatoes, mushrooms and beans (Ms Williams, pers. 

comm.). Blackberries were picked and boxed and taken into town to sell. Most people made jam 

from them (Ms Williams, pers. comm.). Other permanent residents were employed permanently 

in town, including Ms Williams who was employed at the Base hospital when she 13 years old. 

Other people reportedly received permanent employment at Duntryleague and Emmco 

(Electrolux) and during the war, men used to do relief work for Canobolas Council (Ms Williams, 

pers. comm. cited by Kabaila 2011: 164). 

Dwellings—and indeed items of furniture—at ‘The Springs’ were largely constructed from 

materials gathered from the rubbish tip located nearby to the east, such as flattened kerosene 

tins. Typical shacks, or humpies, were also made from scraps of corrugated iron, hessian, wood 

and cardboard (Figure 4-3). Roofs were typically made from sheets of corrugated iron, and 

earthen floors were smoothed over and covered with calico flourbags or hessian sugarbags. 

Permanent residents lived in tin shacks, while temporary accommodation for itinerant residents 

generally consisted of tents (Kabaila 1998: 48). Mr O’Sullivan’s ‘nice little hut with a tank’ was 

one of the few relatively permanent houses remembered by Ms Williams. The original structures 

at ‘The Springs’ are no longer standing, however the extant foundations of a number of these 

buildings identified within the Hawke Lane TSR in the west have been previous identified (OzArk 

2010). Itinerant residents who come mostly from Cowra and Condobolin for fruit pricking stayed 

with relatives in their humpies or in tents (Ms Williams, pers. comm. cited by Kabaila 2011: 165). 
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Figure 4-3: Example of a kerosene tin hut (source: 

https://www.historyofaboriginalsydney.edu.au/west/1920s).  

 

Several factors contributed to the movement of Aboriginal people to and from ‘The Springs’ other 

than looking for work. Such factors included maintaining kinship ties, marriage, and evading the 

Aborigines Welfare Board which was introduced in 1940 replacing the Board for the Protection of 

Aborigines. The process of removing Aboriginal families from ‘The Springs’ began in November 

1941 when a nearby white couple complained to the police about the condition of the camp and 

the behaviour of some of the residents (NTSCorp 2012: 64–65):  

After several police inspections and instructions to the residents to improve and 

expand their tin dwellings, the AWB were informed of the situation. They sent a 

delegation in August 1942, including Professor A.P. Elkin, anthropologist and 

Chairman of the AWB [Aborigine Welfare Board], to investigate and make 

recommendations. Elkin and the others found that five Aboriginal families (including 

members of the Monaghan, Ingram and Bamblett families) and one white family were 

living at The Springs. On the whole, the delegation considered that the living 

conditions of the Aboriginal families were “deplorable” and that action should be taken 

to move them into town or nearby Aboriginal reserves and stations. They met with an 

officer of Canobolas Shire Council (CSC) and recommended that a Health Officer 

“inspect and condemn” one house in particular which was occupied by a mother and 

her children. The inspection was made and the order to demolish issued, but the 
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family resisted, obtaining legal representation and writing to Mr J. Breen, Federal 

Member for Orange, protesting against the treatment of the CSC and AWB. The AWB 

made arrangements for the family to move to the Aboriginal reserve at Yass where 

they had relatives, but they refused to go. In the meantime, some of the other families 

began moving into Orange. By November 1943, only two Aboriginal families were still 

living at The Springs. One family was living in a tent and the father worked in the local 

munitions factory. The other was the family whose house had been condemned and 

they left for Cowra and “other places” soon after. By the time they returned to the 

Orange district in February 1944—they settled in either Spring Hill or Spring 

Terrace—their house at The Springs had been demolished. 

A further removal at ‘The Springs’ is documented in The Leader in 1943 of Mrs Eva Moynihan by 

the AWB. The AWB sought an order of the court to have Mrs Moynihan removed from ‘The 

Springs’ following an inspection of her premises by the health inspector of Canobolas Shire. The 

premise was noted as:  

Consisting of galvanised iron. It measured 18 by 10 feet and was divided into two 

rooms with bagging. The walls were partly lined with bagging and the roof was 

galvanised iron. The floor was the earth. Four children lived with this woman: two 

boys and two girls, there were two beds. He did not see Mrs. Moynihan at any of the 

inspections. He did not consider the building suitable for human habitation. The place 

was dirty and a dump.  

Mrs Moynihan’s representative, Mr. Whiteley, submitted that no case had been made out which 

justified Mrs Moynihan’s removal and that the dwelling would be cleaned and well-maintained in 

the future. The contention was upheld, and the application dismissed. Additional dwellings were 

noted as being present at ‘The Springs’ at this time, but were considered to be better maintained. 

Following the closure of ‘The Springs’, families dispersed throughout New South Wales. Records 

from the Erambie Reserve at Cowra into the origins of residents showed that 25 of the 33 families 

came from Cowra, Orange or Yass (Long 1991). Ms Williams recounts that people went 

‘everywhere’ (Ms Williams, pers. comm. cited by Kabaila 2011: 165):  

The Wedges went to Cowra. The Bells went to Sydney and it was years after that 

they left Sydney and went to the Common. I was the only person I remember coming 

from ‘The Springs’ to Wellington. And even I went to my grandmother at the Bell River 

Flats first.  

The descendants of many of these families have returned in more recent decades to the Central 

West (Ms Williams, pers. comm.). Other Aboriginal families came to Orange from other areas as 

a result of the Aboriginal Family Resettlement Scheme which was run by the NSW Government 

between 1972 and 1986. 
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

5.1 REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

Within the Wiradjuri region, the presence of Aboriginal people in the Darling Basin has been dated 

to 40,000 BP (years before present; Hope 1981 as cited in Haglund 1985). A spread east into the 

mountains is thought to have occurred between 14,000 to 12,000 BP with occupation of areas 

surrounding Mudgee currently dated to between 7,800 and 5,000 BP (Kuskie and Clarke 2007: 

12). Within the region, dates obtained from the Blue Mountains sites of Walls Cave, Lyre Bird Dell 

and Noola shelter (Johnson 1979), and probably Kariwara site 22 (McIntyre 1990) indicate that 

the area was occupied approximately 10,000 BP. Several other sites were occupied from at least 

7,000 years BP including Horseshoe Falls, Capertee 3 (Johnson 1979) and Bobadeen 1 (Moore 

1970). 

A number of previous studies have assessed a variety of landforms and landscape types in the 

surrounding region. 

Pearson (1979) wrote a ‘Pilot Survey’ of sites in the Bathurst Orange Development Area. Much 

of this work, based upon Gresser’s earlier site recordings, has been invaluable in forming the 

basis for all archaeological predicative models developed in the area since. Gresser (1960s) was 

an amateur archaeologist, ethno-historian and collector of aboriginal artefacts who documented 

the first major recording of sites and oral accounts in the Bathurst–Orange area. Pearson’s main 

conclusions were that open camp sites are most commonly located on well drained areas 

accessible to fresh water and adequate fuel. A sunny aspect, elevation above cold air drainage 

channels in winter and adequate breeze in summer also appeared to be important factors in site 

location. Gentle hillslopes, level areas on ridges, river flats and creek banks were the most 

common places in which open camp sites were located. 

An assessment of the Suma Park and Spring Creek Reservoirs near Orange was undertaken by 

Oakley (2002). Seven sites were located on low gradient spurs, and many were either just visible 

above the water line of both reservoirs. The primary raw material was quartz with artefacts of 

basalt also recorded, and to a lesser degree, chert. Most artefacts were flakes and broken flakes, 

with several cores also recorded (bipolar and multi-platform), although one interesting find from 

site SPR-1 was labelled as a ‘phallic rock’ (also known as a cyclon) made from basalt. The final 

site was located on a naturally occurring quartz outcrop on a low gradient slope. Artefacts 

included flakes, broken flakes, possible bi-polar cores and flakes. All were quartz except for one 

basalt flake. This site was speculated to be a quartz procurement site as good quality stone was 

present. 

In 2006 OzArk undertook survey of 212 ha between Leeds Parade and the Ophir Road Orange, 

NSW for the Orange City Council Local Environmental Study. The Aboriginal heritage 

assessment occurred on hilly country interspersed with ephemeral and permanent creeks 
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(Summer Hill Creek and a tributary of Blackmans Swamp Creek). The assessment recorded nine 

Aboriginal sites and one potential archaeological deposit (PAD). Recorded site types included 

isolated finds and scarred trees. Artefacts were manufactured from quartz sources with a volcanic 

scraper also recorded. All recorded scarred trees were yellow box trees and were identified in a 

cluster.  

OzArk (2009) also conducted an archaeological assessment of an area referred to as ‘Area 51 

Recreation Park’. Seven Aboriginal sites were recorded, including five artefact scatters, one 

scarred tree, and one isolated find. Open artefact scatters were commonly located on valley 

floors, including creek banks and nearby terraces, and the gently sloping lower slopes of adjacent 

hills. Common stone artefact material types included: quartz, quartzite and fine-grained siliceous 

materials, with greywhacke, hornfels and chert also present in low quantities. 

In 2014, OzArk completed the salvage on SPR-5 (#44-2-0128) in accordance with 

AHIP C0000423. SPR-5 was one of eight sites recorded during part of a broader assessment 

area for a previous design for the project (Oakley 2002). A total of 298 artefacts were salvaged 

from SPR-5. All but two of these artefacts were retrieved from within 10 m of the waterline of the 

Suma Park Reservoir. Two main trends were identified from the salvaged artefacts: many 

artefacts are flakes and the vast majority are made from the same grey volcanic material. Among 

the artefact types there was also a significant amount of debitage and shatter. Five scrapers were 

recorded in the salvage and five other artefacts (blades and flakes) were also backed. Many more 

artefacts were salvaged from SPR-5 than was expected based on previous recordings of the site. 

Only three artefacts were recorded within SPR-5 during the 2013 inspection, although it is 

important to note that water levels were significantly higher than in 2002 and 2014. 

In 2017, OzArk completed a Due Diligence Aboriginal archaeological assessment for the 

proposed subdivision of Lot 9 DP243046 on Lower Lewis Ponds Road, Clifton Grove, located 

7 km southeast of the current study area. One Aboriginal site was recorded during the survey 

(White Hill Lane-IF1). White Hill Lane-IF1 was recorded as an isolated stone artefact: a complete 

mudstone end/side scraper at a tertiary stage of reduction exhibiting steep unifacial retouch and 

edge wear along the lateral and distal margins. It was concluded that the artefact may have 

washed downslope to its current position or may have been moved onto the road with fill sourced 

elsewhere for road maintenance. As such, no area of PAD was delineated at the site.  

5.2 LOCAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

5.2.1 Previous archaeological assessments within the study area 

5.2.1.1 Aboriginal heritage assessments 

Access Archaeology (2015) completed an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report 

(ACHAR), for a proposed pipeline installation intended to service the South Orange Urban 
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Release Area. Areas A and B of the assessment intersect parts of the current study area. Two 

Aboriginal sites, both artefact scatters, were identified within the corridor of the assessed area. 

Site 44-2-0125 was identified in Area A and consists of an artefact scatter consisting of three 

quartz flakes. During inspection of 44-2-0126, previously recorded in 2014, an additional 10 

artefacts were identified on a graded track which crosses a spur within Area B. Access 

Archaeology concluded that the size and content of archaeological sites recorded are typical of 

the region.  

In 2019, OzArk completed a due diligence assessment of the northern boundary of the current 

study area for the proposed works associated with Stage 4 at the Southern Feeder Road. The 

visual inspection of the study area was undertaken by OzArk Project Archaeologist, Stephanie 

Rusden, on Tuesday 19 February 2019 with the assistance of Ian Sutherland from the Orange 

Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC). The visual inspection did not record any Aboriginal sites 

during the field inspection and all landforms were assessed as having low potential to contain 

Aboriginal objects in subsurface archaeological deposits. 

5.2.1.2 Historic heritage assessments 

In 2010, OzArk completed an archaeological assessment and Conservation Management 

Strategy (CMS) on behalf of the OCC on the Hawke Lane TSR portion of ‘The Springs’ along the 

western boundary of the study area. The aim was to identify any features associated with “The 

Springs” and to help guide appropriate future management and conserve / protect any extant 

remains.  

OzArk zoned the assessment area into four zones (zone 1 to 4) and recorded a summary of the 

material evidence that was visible on the ground surface during the field inspection (Table 5-1). 

Figure 5-1 is a sketch map showing the locations of the most prominent archaeological features 

visible during the field assessments. The most common features identified included fences and 

stone features while artefacts identified were manufactured from metal, ceramics and glass. 

Three knapped stone artefacts were also recorded. 

Table 5-1: ‘The Springs’ – extant material evidence and site features in 2010. 

Zone Item Quantity Condition 

1 Stone blocks, isolated 4 Fair 

Timber fence posts 14 Fair 

Timber cap rails 4 Fair 

Fruit trees, not contemporaneous with ‘The 
Springs’ 8 7 Fair; 1 Dead 

Knapped stone artefacts 
1 definite, 1 
possible Good 

2 Stone blocks, dispersed, but located in two 
discrete locations. 70 + Fair 

Metal artefacts 1 
Poor – heavily corroded and 
damaged 
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Zone Item Quantity Condition 

3 
Metal artefacts 6 + 

Poor – heavily corroded and 
damaged 

Stone blocks, isolated 4 + Fair 

4 
Metal artefacts 20 + 

Poor – heavily corroded and 
damaged 

Trailer, not contemporaneous with ‘The Springs’ 1 Poor 

Stone blocks, three concentrations (one linear 
feature, one cairn and one area of larger 
dispersed boulders) 50+ Fair 

On access 
track 
outside 
northern 
end of Study 
Area Knapped stone artefact 1 Fair 

 

Figure 5-1: Site sketch indicating locations of most prominent archaeological features  

(OzArk 2010: 21). 
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5.2.2 AHIMS search 

A search of the Biodiversity and Conservation Division (BCD) administered Aboriginal Heritage 

Information Management System (AHIMS) database completed on 8 February 2019 returned 

eight records for Aboriginal heritage sites within a 4 km by 4 km search area that includes the 

study area (GDA Zone 55, Eastings: 692386–696386, Northings: 6310896–6314896 with no 

buffer) (Appendix 2). The site types of these records are summarised in Table 5-2 and the site 

locations of those sites closest to the study area are plotted on Figure 5-2. 

Of the eight sites returned, seven are located within the study area. Site types include scarred 

trees, stone quarries and artefact scatters. The two stone quarries are located within 55 m of 

each other. It is not known whether they are two discrete quarries or one large site across the 

same outcrop. Sites 44-2-0214 to 44-2-0216 are all artefact sites with only 44-2-0214 being 

recorded with a PAD. The remaining site, 44-2-0157 (The Springs Orange), is recorded as a 

habitation structure, artefact and PAD site. The ‘habitation’ aspect of the recording is related to 

building foundations identified as being made from stone blocks that are not considered to be 

pre-contact. The site extent includes the extent of Hawke Lane surveyed and therefore relates to 

all identified structure foundations. Three knapped stone artefacts were recorded at 44-2-0157 

(OzArk 2010). 

Site 44-2-0216 (South Orange 2) was recorded as a low-density artefact scatter consisting of ten 

stone artefacts. The site is listed as ‘valid’ on AHIMS, however an Aboriginal Heritage Impact 

Permit (AHIP) was approved by the Office of Environment and Heritage in 2015 to impact the 

whole site (AHIP number C0001229). 

Table 5-2: AHIMS site types and frequencies. 

Site type Number 

Artefact scatter 2 

Modified tree (scarred) 2 

Artefact with potential archaeological deposit (PAD) 1 

Artefact; habitation structure; and PAD 1 

Artefact; stone quarry 1 

Stone quarry 1 

Total 8 
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Figure 5-2: The study area in relation to AHIMS sites. 
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5.3 ABORIGINAL SITE TYPES TYPICALLY FOUND IN THE ORANGE AREA 

Open artefact scatters are defined as two or more artefacts, not located within a rock shelter, and 

located no more than 50 m away from any other constituent artefact. This site type may occur 

almost anywhere that Aboriginal people have travelled and may be associated with hunting and 

gathering activities, short or long term camps, and the manufacture and maintenance of stone 

tools. Artefact scatters typically consist of surface scatters or sub-surface distributions of flaked 

stone discarded during the manufacture of tools, but may also include other artefactual rock types 

such as hearth and anvil stones. Less commonly, artefact scatters may include archaeological 

stratigraphic features such as hearths and artefact concentrations which relate to activity areas. 

Artefact density can vary considerably between and across individual sites. Small ground 

exposures revealing low density scatters may be indicative of a background scatter rather than a 

spatially or temporally distinct artefact assemblage. These sites are classed as 'open', that is, 

occurring on the land surface unprotected by rock overhangs, and are sometimes referred to as 

'open camp sites'.  

Artefact scatters are most likely to occur on level or low gradient contexts, along the crests of low 

ridgelines and spurs, or on elevated areas fringing watercourses or wetlands. Larger sites may 

be expected in association with permanent water sources. 

Topographies which afford effective through-access across, and relative to, the surrounding 

landscape, such as the open basal valley slopes and the valleys of creeks, will tend to contain 

more and larger sites, mostly camp sites evidenced by open artefact scatters.  

Isolated finds are single stone artefacts in the landscape that may be indicative of: random loss 

or deliberate discard of a single artefact; the remnant of a now dispersed and disturbed artefact 

scatter; or an otherwise obscured or sub-surface artefact scatter. They may occur anywhere 

within the landscape but are more likely to occur in topographies where open artefact scatters 

typically occur. Isolated finds may be more frequent in disturbed contexts, in areas that have been 

previously cleared, or areas subject to erosion.  

Modified trees provide evidence of the removal of bark (and sometimes wood) in the past by 

Aboriginal people, in the form of a scar usually on the trunk. Bark was removed from trees for a 

wide range of reasons. It was a raw material used in the manufacture of various tools, vessels 

and commodities such as string, water containers, roofing for shelters, shields and canoes. Bark 

was also removed as a consequence of gathering food, such as collecting wood boring grubs or 

creating footholds to climb a tree for possum hunting. Due to the multiplicity of uses and the 

continuous process of occlusion (or healing) following removal, it is difficult to accurately 

determine the intended purpose for any particular example of bark removal. Scarred trees may 

occur anywhere old growth trees survive. The identification of scars as Aboriginal cultural heritage 

items can be problematic because some forms of natural trauma and European bark extraction 
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create similar scars. Many remaining scarred trees probably date to the historic period when bark 

was removed by Aboriginal people for both their own purposes and for roofing or cladding on 

early European houses. Consequently, the distinction between European and Aboriginal scarred 

trees may not always be clear.  

Burials are generally found in soft sediments such as aeolian sand, alluvial silts and rock shelter 

deposits. In valley floor and plains contexts, burials may occur in locally elevated topographies 

rather than poorly drained sedimentary contexts. Burials are also known to have occurred on 

rocky hilltops in some limited areas. Burials are generally only visible where there has been some 

disturbance of sub-surface sediments or where some erosional process has exposed them.   

Quarries are extraction areas for either stone, used for making stone tools or grinding stones; or 

ochre, used for creating colour palettes for rock art and ceremony. 

Resource gathering sites are recorded in areas where specific resources can be anticipated to 

occur, such as swamps that may bear rich vegetation that attracts prey animals, or areas known 

for medicinal plants. 

Ceremonial sites are locations where ceremonies were held and may also be locations for 

meetings between neighbouring groups. Evidence for such sites can be hard to see in the 

landscape and these sites may be intangible and known largely through oral history. 
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6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

6.1 SAMPLING STRATEGY AND FIELD METHODS 

Standard archaeological field survey and recording methods were employed in this study (Burke 

& Smith 2004). The survey focused on areas which have been subject to lower levels of 

disturbance and therefore have potential for intact deposits to remain. The survey also included 

re-recording features identified by OzArk in 2010 along the Hawke Lane TSR to gain spatial data 

of the extents of the features. 

The study area was surveyed by two OzArk archaeologists (Figure 6-1). 

Figure 6-1: Pedestrian survey coverage within the study area. 

 

6.2 SURVEY CONSTRAINTS 

Ground surface visibility (GSV) was low along the Hawke Lane TSR portion of the study area with 

thick and high grass cover, while GSV across the remainder of the study area was moderate to 

high. The lack of GSV within the Hawke Lane TSR inhibited the ability to identify potential historic 

features and locate some of the features previously recorded by OzArk in 2010. 
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6.3 HISTORIC HERITAGE SITES 

6.3.1 Newly recorded historic sites 

Four previously unrecorded historic sites were identified during the survey with a possible 

relationship to ‘The Springs’ (Figure 6-2). Additional historic sites were identified surrounding the 

rifle range, however, where the association between sites and the rifle range were obvious or 

deemed to be too recent, these sites were not recorded. Details of the recorded sites follow. 

Figure 6-2: Location of recorded historic heritage sites near the rifle range. 

 

HS1 

Site Type: Building cut and relics 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 694505E 6312590N 

Location of Site: HS1 is located within the southern extent of Lot 7009 DP1000831 to 

the east of Rifle Range Creek. 

Description of Site: HS1 consists of a square cut into the edge of a gentle slope (Figure 

6-3). The cut measures approximately 15 m x 9 m and is potentially the location of a 

former dwelling. The inside of the cut is filled with various metal relics and fragments of 

glass are present along the sides. To the southwest of the cut are further artefacts 

including a bedframe and sheets of corrugated iron. 
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Figure 6-3: View of site HS1. 

  

1. View south towards HS1. 2. View of sheets of metal at HS1. 

  

3. Discarded items including a bed frame near HS1. 4. View of a metal relic of unknown use associated with 

HS1.  

HS2 

Site Type: Building cut 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 694503E 6312553N 

Location of Site: HS2 is located within the northern extent of Lot 7011 DP1000831 to the 

east of Rifle Range Creek. 

Description of Site: HS2 consists of a square cut into the edge of a gentle slope, along 

one side is less obvious and the side at the back edge of the slope has eroded (Figure 

6-4). The cut measures 17 m by 13 m and is potentially the location of a former dwelling. 

No artefacts are present surrounding the cut, although it is 22 m south of the HS1 cut.  
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Figure 6-4: View of site HS2. 

  

1. View east towards HS2. 2. View south towards HS2. 

HS3 

Site Type: Water tank 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 694618E 6312587N 

Location of Site: HS3 is east of Rifle Range Creek within the southern extent of Lot 7009 

DP1000831, 65 m west of the boundary of Lot 228 DP722284.  

Description of Site: HS3 is a small corrugated iron water tank (Figure 6-5).  

Figure 6-5: View of site HS3. 

 

1. View of HS3.  

HS4 

Site Type: Metal and bricks 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 694646E 6312700N 

Location of Site: HS4 is east of Rifle Range Creek within the southern extent of Lot 7009 

DP1000831, 65 m west of the boundary of Lot 228 DP722284. 
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Description of Site: HS4 consists of several corrugated iron and a clump of bricks 

(Figure 6-6). No discernible features are present at the site. 

Figure 6-6: View of site HS4. 

  

1. View of sheets of metal at HS4. 2. View of bricks at HS4. 

6.3.2 Previously recorded historic heritage sites 

During a survey of the Hawke Lane TSR in 2010, OzArk recorded a number of historic sites 

associated with ‘The Springs’. The most common features identified included fences and stone 

features while relics identified were manufactured from metal, ceramics and glass. The current 

survey aimed to locate the previously identified sites (Figure 6-7 to Figure 6-9). Details of the 

sites follow. 

Additional features other than those listed below were previously recorded as sites during the 

2010 survey, however, re-assessment of some of these has concluded that there is not enough 

evidence to indicate they are in fact artificial. This is particularly the case where stones have been 

recorded but where they do not form a discernible pattern; particularly given the natural 

outcropping of stone across the study area. Other sites not listed below, previously identified by 

OzArk in 2010, were unable to be located, mostly notably, the two stone lined holes to the south 

of the ‘soak’. 
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Figure 6-7: Location of previously recorded historic heritage sites within the Hawke Lane TSR 

(north). 

 

Figure 6-8: Location of previously recorded historic heritage sites within the Hawke Lane TSR 

(centre). 
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Figure 6-9: Location of previously recorded historic heritage sites within the Hawke Lane TSR 

(south). 

 

HS5 

Site Type: Discarded relics 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693894E 6312131N 

Location of Site: HS5 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, to the east of the walking 

track and along the fence line bordering Lot 96 DP750401 and Lot 7011 DP1000831. 

Description of Site: HS5 consists of discarded wiring, metal artefacts, kerosene cans, 

glass bottles and pieces of ceramic (Figure 6-10). The relics do not appear to be 

associated with a building feature. 
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Figure 6-10: View of site HS5. 

  

1. View north towards HS5. 2. View of discarded materials. 

  

3. View of glass fragments. 4. View of ceramic similar to that found at HS10. 

HS6 

Site Type: Stone feature 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693809E 6312016N 

Location of Site: HS6 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, to the west of the walking 

track and along the fence line bordering Lot 195 DP750401. 

Description of Site: HS6 consists of several large stones is a roughly linear alignment 

(Figure 6-11). The full extent of the stones was unable to be determined due to low GSV, 

however, the extent in likely to be quite limited. 
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Figure 6-11: View of site HS6. 

  

1. View northwest towards HS6. 2. View of stone feature. 

HS7 

Site Type: Discarded wiring and metal 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693787E 6311948N 

Location of Site: HS7 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, to the west of the walking 

track near a signpost, between Lot 10 DP1025095 and Lot 7011 DP1000831.  

Description of Site: HS7 consists of discarded wiring, largely chicken wire, small sheets 

of metal and tine cans (Figure 6-12). Two large stones are also at the base of the pile of 

discarded material.  

Figure 6-12: View of site HS7. 

  

1. View northwest towards HS7. 2. View of discarded wiring, sheets of metal and large 

stones. 
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HS8 

Site Type: Discarded wiring 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693679E 6311744N 

Location of Site: HS8 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, to the west of the walking 

track and east of a large dam, between Lot 195 DP750401 and Lot 7011 DP1000831. 

The site is adjacent to a stand of willows surrounding the ‘soak’. 

Description of Site: HS8 consists of discarded wiring, largely chicken wire (Figure 6-13). 

The amount of wiring has increased since 2010, with more having been place there 

following the installation of new power poles to the west. 

Figure 6-13: View of site HS8. 

  

1. View northeast towards HS8. 2. View of discarded wiring. 

HS9 

Site Type: Stones 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693644E 6311712N 

Location of Site: HS9 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, to the west of the walking 

track and east of a large dam, between Lot 195 DP750401 and Lot 7011 DP1000831. 

Description of Site: HS9 consists of several stones varying in size in various 

concentrations (Figure 6-14). Most stones in the north of the site are sitting on top of the 

vegetation cover and therefore are likely in a secondary context. No discernible features 

or relics are present, although GSV was very low. 
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Figure 6-14: View of site HS9. 

  

1. View north towards HS9. 2. View northwest along one side of HS9. 

  

3. View northwest across a pile of stones. 4. View of large scatters stones. 

HS10 

Site Type: Stone and brick mound 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693661E 6311701N 

Location of Site: HS10 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, to the east of the walking 

track, between Lot 195 DP750401 and Lot 7011 DP1000831. 

Description of Site: HS10 is a low mound with visible concentrations of predominately 

stone rubble and some bricks (Figure 6-15). Artefacts are interspersed throughout the 

rubble, including glass, ceramic and various pieces of metal such as a spring and a 

decorative hook. No discernible features are present, however, parts of the site are 

covered by vegetation. 
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Figure 6-15: View of site HS10. 

  

1. View north across HS10. 2. View of stone and brick concentration at HS10. 

  

3. View of bricks. 4. View of a metal spring. 

  

5. A piece of fine ceramic. 6. A decorative metal hook. 
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HS11 

Site Type: Stone and metal rubble 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693634E 6311688N 

Location of Site: HS11 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, to the west of the walking 

track, between Lot 195 DP750401 and Lot 7011 DP1000831. 

Description of Site: HS11 is a small concentration of chicken wire and stones (Figure 

6-16). GSV surrounding the site was very low making it difficult to determine whether a 

discernible feature is present. 

Figure 6-16: View of site HS11. 

  

1. View east towards HS11. 2. View of stone and chicken wire comprising HS11. 

HS12 

Site Type: Stone foundations 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693588E 6311601N 

Location of Site: HS12 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR along a formerly used 

graded road and adjacent to a walking track. 

Description of Site: HS12 is a mound of stone rubble with one identifiable line of small 

stones (measuring 1.3 m in length) and two larger worked stones (spaced approximately 

95 cm apart) (Figure 6-17). A rusted shovel blade is on top of the rubble mound, and 

glass fragments are scattered nearby.  
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Figure 6-17: View of site HS12. 

  

1. View of HS12 at the junction of a road and walking 

track. View to the west. 

2. View of a line of stone at HS12. 

  

3. View of two larger worked stones. 4. Close up view of one worked stone. 

HS13 

Site Type: Fence 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 693564E 6311618N 

Location of Site: HS13 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, along the southern 

boundary of Lot 195 DP750401 and the eastern boundary of Lot 10 DP539725 and Lot 

190 DP750401. 

Description of Site: HS13 is a post-and-rail wire fence which runs east to west and then 

north to south, measuring approximately 115 m in length and 1.25 m high (Figure 6-18). 

HS13 consists of heavily weathered timber posts, suspended wire netting and some 

timber cap rails. Some posts have been replaced with metal stakes. A stone with likely 

historic modification is present at the base of one of the fence posts to the east of the 

walking track. 
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Figure 6-18: View of site HS13. 

  

1. View north towards HS13. 2. View northeast along one side of HS13. 

 

3. Rock at the base of a fence post showing a form of 

historic modification.  

HS14 

Site Type: Fence 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693486E 6311394N 

Location of Site: HS14 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, between Lot 10 DP539725 

and Lot 7011 DP1000831. 

Description of Site: HS14 is a post-and-rail wire fence, measuring approximately 19 m 

in length and 1.25 m high (Figure 6-19). HS14 consists of heavily weathered timber posts, 

suspended wire netting and some timber cap rails. Some posts have been replaced with 

metal stakes. 
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Figure 6-19: View of site HS14. 

  

1. View north towards HS14. 2. View northwest along one side of HS14. 

HS15 

Site Type: Fence 

GPS Coordinates: GDA Zone 55 693379E 6310853N 

Location of Site: HS15 is located within the Hawke Lane TSR, between Lot C DP106266 

and Lot 7011 DP1000831. 

Description of Site: HS15 is a post-and-rail wire fence, measuring approximately 18 m 

in length and 1.25 m high (Figure 6-20). HS15 consists of heavily weathered timber posts, 

suspended wire netting and some timber cap rails. Some posts have been replaced with 

metal stakes. 

Figure 6-20: View of site HS15. 

  

1. View south towards HS15. 2. View northwest along one side of HS15. 
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6.3.3 Historic archaeological potential 

The study area incorporating the ‘The Springs’ is not regarded as an intact archaeological 

complex as it has been highly disturbed by walking track construction and agricultural practices. 

Whilst the settlement was home to a number of permanent residents, the current study area only 

demonstrates evidence of between one and five buildings. In addition, ‘The Springs’ likely had a 

high frequency of itinerant residents, i.e. tent dwellings, during the occupation period. 

Archaeologically, the most noteworthy aspects of the study area’s surface manifestation are: 

• Two square cuts south of the rifle range (HS1 and HS2) 

• A linear stone arrangement north of the footbridge in the Hawke Lane TSR (HS6) 

• A mound of stone in the Hawke Lane TSR with two in situ worked stones (HS10) 

• A mound of stone and brick within the Hawke Lane TSR with several relics (HS12). 

As ‘The Springs’ was occupied for approximately twenty years, isolated sub-surface artefacts are 

considered feasible anywhere within the study area. However, the areas with the highest potential 

for intact sub-surface features are to the north and south of the ‘soak’ in the Hawke Lane TSR 

and in the immediate vicinity of the two cuts south of the rifle range (HS1 and HS2). Figure 6-21 

shows the areas assessed as having archaeological potential and their sensitivity (low to high). 

While excavation programs could be carried out at these locations with increased archaeological 

potential, ‘The Springs’ is expected to have left a single shallow layer of evidence on the surface 

rather than the deep stratigraphic deposits. 

The remainder of the study area is not assessed as having archaeological potential based on the 

following factors:  

• Distance to the ‘soak’ and Rifle Range Creek 

• Lack of indicative surface features 

• High levels of disturbance which will have removed any archaeological deposits.  

Overall, preservation conditions of early to mid-20th century settlement is poor, and site 

disturbance has been high in comparison. 
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Figure 6-21: Areas with historic archaeological potential within the study area.  

 

6.4 ABORIGINAL SITES 

6.4.1 Recently recorded Aboriginal sites 

No previously unrecorded Aboriginal (pre-contact) sites were identified during the survey. 
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6.4.2 Previously recorded Aboriginal sites located 

Seven AHIMS sites are recorded within the study area (Section 5.2.2). The locations of all 

recorded sites were visited during the survey, however, none of the sites were able to be located.  

AHIMS 44-2-0095 

Other Names:  Rifle range 

Site Type:   Stone quarry and artefact scatter 

GPS Coordinates:  GDA Zone 55 694413E 6312584N 

Description of Site:  44-2-0095 was recorded by Runar Bjaaland in 1995 and was 

described as being located on the eastern side of a knoll to the east of Rifle Range Creek. 

The site includes a basalt quarry and artefact scatter within a 40 m x 40 m area.   

2019 survey results: The quarry and artefact scatter were unable to be located during 

the survey. Attempts to ground truth the location of the site confirmed that the AHIMS 

coordinates do not match the description provided in the site card. More specifically, the 

site described as being on the side of a knoll, however, the AHIMS coordinates place the 

site on a low-lying, flat landform. A nearby knoll with outcropping basalt was inspected, 

however, no evidence of quarrying or manufactured flakes were able to be identified.  

AHIMS 44-2-0140  

Other Names:  Rifle Range SQ 

Site Type:   Stone quarry  

GPS Coordinates:  GDA Zone 55 694362E 6312583N 

Description of Site:  44-2-0140 was recorded by Bill Allen in 1995 and is a stone quarry. 

No additional site location or description details are presented in the site card. It is 

unknown whether this is the same quarry recorded as 44-2-0095. 

2019 survey results: The quarry was unable to be located during the survey. Outcropping 

basalt at the recorded location was inspected, however, no evidence of quarrying could 

be identified. 
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AHIMS 44-2-0141 

Other Names:  Rifle Range ST2 

Site Type:   Scarred tree  

GPS Coordinates:  GDA Zone 55 694212E 6312643N 

Description of Site:  44-2-0141 was recorded by Bill Allen in 1995 and is a scarred tree. 

A report attached to the site card for 44-2-0142 mentions two scarred trees (44-2-0141 

and 44-2-0142) being located 70 m and 20 m respectively from the quarry. Tree 2 is 

described as being a stump measuring 1.1 m high with a scar 0.5 m high by 0.3 m wide.  

2019 survey results: The scarred tree was unable to be located during the survey at the 

provided AHIMS coordinates. No trees identified during the survey matched the provided 

description. 

AHIMS 44-2-0142 

Other Names:  Rifle Range ST1 

Site Type:   Scarred tree  

GPS Coordinates:  GDA Zone 55 694362E 6312583N 

Description of Site:  44-2-0142 was recorded by Bill Allen in 1995 and is a scarred tree. 

The attached mentions two scarred trees (44-2-0141 and 44-2-0142) being located 70 m 

and 20 m respectively from the quarry. However, the coordinates provided for 44-2-0142 

are the same for 44-2-0140 (the stone quarry). The scar is described as being 1.8 m high 

by 0.75 m wide. Steel axe marks are present at the proximal and distal ends of the scar. 

2019 survey results: The scarred tree was unable to be located during the survey. No 

trees identified during the survey matched the provided description. 

AHIMS 44-2-0157 

Other Names:  The Springs, Orange 

Site Type:   Artefact scatter; habitation structure and PAD  

GPS Coordinates:  GDA Zone 55 693608E 6311610N 

Description of Site:  44-2-0157 was recorded by Kim Tuovinen (OzArk) in 2010 and is 

an artefact scatter; habitation structure and PAD. The ‘habitation’ aspect of the recording 

is related to building foundations made from stone blocks and dating to the historic period. 

Three knapped stone artefacts were also identified at the site location. OzArk 2010 

assessed the archaeological subsurface potential of the site by sensitivity (low to high) 

based on the results of the field assessment (Figure 6-22). 
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2019 survey results: None of the recorded stone artefacts were identified during the 

survey, although GSV was very low along the Hawke Lane TSR. Nor were any items 

relating to a ‘habitation structure’ visible at the AHIMS location. 

Figure 6-22: Archaeological potential of the Hawke Lane TSR (source: OzArk 2010).  

 

AHIMS 44-2-0215 

Other Names:  South Orange 1 

Site Type:   Artefact scatter  

GPS Coordinates:  GDA Zone 55 694464E 6312006N 

Description of Site:  44-2-0215 was recorded by Access Archaeology in 2015 and is a 

low-density artefact scatter comprised of three quartz artefacts. The site is on a gentle 

slope surrounded by open woodland.  
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2019 survey results: None of the recorded stone artefacts were identified during the 

survey, however, the site location was been pegged and matches the provided 

coordinates. 
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7 DISCUSSION 

7.1 DISCUSSION OF HISTORIC HERITAGE SURVEY RESULTS 

While several historic heritage sites were recorded during the survey, very few of these are 

evidence of previous dwellings. The overall lack of features present within the study area is 

attributable to past levels of disturbance, the ephemeral nature of the settlement, and the reported 

clearing of the dwellings at ‘The Springs’ when residents were forced out in the early 1940s.  

Remnant features and artefacts present within the study area include:  

• Fences: predominately late nineteenth / early-mid twentieth century post-and-rail-and-

wire fencing (HS13 to HS15). These fences demarcate part of the Hawke Lane TSR 

with post-and-rail-and-wire fencing, consisting of heavily weathered timber posts, 

suspended wire netting and some timber cap rails. Each pair of timber-capped panels 

is divided by a wire and dropper panel with no timber cap. While these fences were 

potentially present at the time of the occupation of ‘The Springs’ but they are a feature 

more likely associated with the Hawke Lane TSR itself than ‘The Springs’ 

• Stone features: basalt stones are naturally occurring across the study area and are 

more abundant on upper slopes and crests than lower slopes adjacent to Rifle Range 

Creek. As they are naturally occurring, their assessment considered whether any 

discernible features are present, i.e. worked stones or linear features, and whether they 

are associated with building materials such as bricks or other materials. Based on this, 

only four stone features are present, all located within the Hawke Lane TSR 

• Metal artefacts: metal artefacts are present throughout the Hawke Lane TSR and the 

rifle range. While those located within the Hawke Lane TSR are likely to be associated 

with occupation of ‘The Springs’, it cannot be conclusively said that those within the rifle 

range are associated with ‘The Springs’ rather than the use of the rifle range itself. 

Relics largely include wiring, cans and gallon drums, although a bed frame and metal 

box are associated with Site HS1. These artefacts are unlikely to be in situ 

• Glass and ceramics: fragments or glass and ceramic were identified across the study 

area, particularly within the Hawke Lane TSR. They were often noted in association with 

mounds with stone and brick, or with accumulations of metal relics. However, the overall 

number of these artefacts is relatively low 

• Ground cuttings: Two square cuts are present in the north of the study area near the 

rifle range (HS1 and HS2). The cuts likely indicate the location of two previous dwellings. 

Accounts by Aboriginal people in the past have noted that ‘The Springs’ occupied part 

of the rifle range, and therefore, these may have been previous dwelling locations.  

As previously noted, GSV was a constraint in identifying features and artefacts across the survey 

area, particularly within the Hawke Lane TSR. The survey completed in 2010 by OzArk, when 

GSV was much higher, recorded several features not able to be identified in 2019 such as two 

stone-lined holes. In addition to this, several relics and a feature appear to have been removed, 

including a stone cairn and a few metal relics including buckets. 
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7.2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH POTENTIAL  

The value of archaeologically investigating a site relates to the ability of the potential 

archaeological resources to contribute to substantive research questions. Archaeological 

investigations in this case would be most useful if they identified additional building foundations 

or confirmed whether the already identified potential features are locations of previous dwellings. 

This would assist in further determining the nature and extent of ‘The Springs’. However, artefacts 

associated within any deposits are unlikely to substantially contribute to a better understanding 

of the day-to-day living conditions at the property or the socio-economic conditions of its early 

occupants as it is well-known that the economic status of Aboriginal settlements and depression 

era camps was low. 

7.3 DISCUSSION OF ABORIGINAL SURVEY RESULTS 

As highlighted in Section 5.3, archaeological sites typically found in the Orange area are stone 

artefact sites (isolated or scatters), culturally modified trees and stone quarries. Other site types 

associated with intangible heritage include ceremonial sites and resource gathering sites. While 

the original pre-dam creek line (Rifle Range Creek) would have likely constituted a useful 

watercourse for pre-contact occupation, no evidence of this was found as no previously 

unrecorded Aboriginal (pre-contact) sites were identified during the survey. Despite the 

abundance of basalt stones, no evidence of quarrying was identified and no trees able to satisfy 

the criteria of having a cultural origin were identified. Stones artefacts may be present across the 

study area and identification of these may have been hampered by low GSV, however, it is 

unlikely that large, complex sites are present due to past levels of disturbance and a lack of 

elevated landforms adjacent to the creek line. 

7.4 EXTENT OF ‘THE SPRINGS’ 

The results of the archaeological assessment, in conjunction with a review of parish maps, aerials 

and consultation with the Aboriginal community was completed in order to address one of the 

aims of the project: to define the extent of ‘The Springs’. 

Despite undertaking all of these investigations, the definitive extent of ‘The Springs’ has not been 

identified for the following reasons:  

• The overall lack of archaeological features that remain in situ  

• The high levels of disturbance over more than half of the study area 

• The lack of government records noting the presence of ‘The Springs’ and details of a 

specific location being occupied 

• The large area of Crown land to the south of Orange where the settlement was 

anecdotally said to exist (hence making it hard to narrow down a specific location) 
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• The ephemeral nature of the settlement 

• Inability to access private property in the west where the spring is thought to originate 

from 

• The clearance of the camp when residents were forcibly removed from the area. 

Accounts from local Aboriginal people have previously noted that ‘The Springs’ extended north 

into the rifle range, however, accounts of occupation of the rifle range have varied. Due to the 

type of use of land occupied by the rifle range, it is unlikely that ‘The Springs’ occupied much land 

surrounding the shooting ranges. However, the presence of two cuts at the very southern border 

of the rifle range indicates occupation in this area that may be related to ‘The Springs’. There are 

also accounts that ‘The Springs’ occupied portions of adjacent private property where the spring 

itself is thought to have been located (Figure 7-1); potentially to the west of where two large dams 

have now been constructed. During a site visit held in June 2019 which attempted to identify 

areas of the camp with former resident Ms Williams was relatively unsuccessful due to the length 

of time that has pasted (over 80 years) and changes to the landscape in the interim. This includes 

the excavation of the two large dams along the creek, potentially incorporating to the ‘soak’, which 

has altered the environment and made the area unrecognisable. 

As the evidence for the extent of ‘The Springs’ is lacking, determining the curtilage of the place 

is problematic. Two zones have been devised to embody what is known about the possible extent 

of ‘The Springs’: 

• Inner zone: This zone is limited to the Hawke Lane TSR where it is most-likely that the 

settlement comprising ‘The Springs’ was located. This determination is made due to: 

o The inner zone includes what little archaeological evidence there is for the 

existence of dwellings  

o The population at ‘The Springs’ was relatively low, with records of up to thirteen 

families at one point and therefore they are more likely to have lived in a confined 

area together, in close proximity to the creek line (Rifle Range Creek). In his study 

of camp settlements across NSW, Kabaila (1999) notes that households tended 

to form clusters where there was ‘social harmony’ and members from the same 

families were living. This would indicate that the settlement was not spread out 

o The inner zone is adjacent to the area where the soak and spring is assumed to 

have been located enabling water to be obtained. A good water supply was noted 

in the oral traditions of the settlement. 

• Outer zone: This zone includes the area where oral tradition holds that ‘The Springs’ 

was located. This includes areas to the north where the rifle range is located and along 

Rifle Range Creek. However, as previously noted, it is unlikely that people lived on or 

close to an active rifle range and there is little evidence of archaeological remains 

outside of the inner zone. 
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It is most likely that ‘The Springs’ occupied land within the inner zone closely adjacent to the 

Hawke Lane TSR (Figure 7-1). 

Figure 7-1: Area most likely to have been occupied at ‘The Springs’. 

 

  

Where the spring flows from  



OzArk Environment & Heritage 

Archaeological and Heritage Study: ‘The Springs’ Fringe Camp, Orange NSW. 78 

8 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT 

8.1 ASSESSMENT OF HISTORIC HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

8.1.1 Assessment of significance—general principles 

The current assessment will evaluate the heritage significance of ‘The Springs’ in accordance 

with the NSW Heritage Office Assessing Heritage Significance (Heritage Office 2001). A historic 

heritage site must satisfy at minimum one of the following criteria to be assessed as having 

heritage significance: 

Criterion (a): An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NWS’s cultural or natural history 

(or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 

Criterion (b):  An item has a strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or 

group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural 

or natural history of the local area) 

Criterion (c): An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high 

degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area) 

Criterion (d): An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural 

group in NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 

Criterion (e): An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding 

of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local 

area) 

Criterion (f): An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or 

natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 

Criterion (g): An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 

NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments (or a class of 

the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments). 

Significance assessments are carried out on the basis that decisions about the future of heritage 

items must be informed by an understanding of these items’ heritage values. The Australia 

ICOMOS Burra Charter (Australia ICOMOS 2013) recognises four categories of heritage value: 

historic, aesthetic, scientific, and social significance 

Items are categorised as having local or state level, or no significance. The level of significance 

is assessed in accordance with the geographical extent of the item’s value. An item of state 

significance is one that is important to the people of NSW whilst an item of local significance is 

one that is principally important to the people of a specific LGA. 
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8.1.2 Assessment of significance of historic items 

The following significance assessment will consider the remains of ‘The Springs’ as a whole, with 

the recorded elements, HS1 to HS15, being components. None of the components, by 

themselves, have heritage value and the heritage value of ‘The Springs’ is manifested primarily 

as a cultural landscape with few tangible elements. 

Criterion (a): Historic significance – (evolution) 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural 

history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area). 

‘The Springs’ does not meet this assessment criteria. As an exemplar of a fringe settlement, ‘The 

Springs’ is most notable as being representative of the living conditions of the poorer members 

of society in early twentieth century New South Wales. Although it is not important to the historical 

themes of the day, its existence, nevertheless, is a reflection that not all members of society 

benefited equally from the growing prosperity seen elsewhere in the state. 

Criterion (b): Associative significance – (association) 

An item has a strong or special association with the life or works of a person, 

or group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the 

cultural or natural history of the local area). 

‘The Springs’ meets this assessment criteria. ‘The Springs’ is important to the local Wiradjuri 

community and Ngunnawal families as a place of settlement during the early decades of the 

twentieth century. The landscape also demonstrates use of the land pre-settlement through the 

presence of traditional Aboriginal sites.  

Criterion (c): Aesthetic significance – (scenic qualities / creative accomplishments) 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high 

degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area). 

‘The Springs’ does not meet this assessment criteria. The dwellings once located at ‘The Springs’ 

were utilitarian and without aesthetic qualities. No dwellings survive to the present day. While the 

broader landscape would have likely had aesthetic values in antiquity, present day disturbances 

have reduced these values. 

Criterion (d): Social significance – (contemporary community esteem) 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or 

cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

‘The Springs’ meets this assessment criteria. ‘The Springs’ is important to the Aboriginal 

community for social, cultural and spiritual reasons. The Wiradjuri and Ngunnawal families of 

central and southern NSW, which includes descendants of people who were born or lived at ‘The 
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Springs’ for a period prior to leaving or being forcibly removed, have consistently asserted their 

cultural affiliation to the place.  

Furthermore, ‘The Springs’ was home to both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal families during the 

twentieth century who lived cooperatively. 

Criterion (e): Technical/research significance – (archaeological, educational, research 

potential and scientific values) 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 

understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural 

history of the local area). 

‘The Springs’ does not meet this assessment criteria. Archaeologically, ‘The Springs’ is a highly 

disturbed site with a fragmented surface expression. Sub-surface deposits would have a limited 

potential to illuminate the lives of the site’s early twentieth century occupants. 

Criterion (f): Rarity 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural 

or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area). 

‘The Springs’ does not meet this assessment criteria. ‘The Springs’ is an example of a twentieth 

century Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal settlement in the Orange area. However, few tangible 

values remain, and the site derives its importance as a cultural landscape. The site’s intangible 

values are related to it being an example of a cooperative relationship between the Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal communities during the early twentieth century. However, as a cultural 

landscape, it cannot be said to possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s 

cultural heritage. 

Criterion (g): Representativeness 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 

NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments (or a class 

of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural 

environments). 

‘The Springs’ cultural landscape is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of 

fringe camps (unmanaged settlements) within NSW that were occupied by Aboriginal and also 

non-Aboriginal people. Such settlements are rare, and while it derives its value from the intangible 

aspects of the place, the landscape where the settlement was once located can be appreciated 

by the general public, particularly with the aid of interpretation. 
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Integrity/Intactness 

‘The Springs’ has been impacted upon by agricultural activities, infrastructure and services and 

the construction of a walking track. As a result of this, the site displays significantly reduced 

integrity. 

8.1.3 Statement of significance 

The former fringe camp was home to Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people over a relatively brief 

period of time but created a sense of community. The permanent and itinerant residents lived 

together cooperatively while facing the same struggles of the Great Depression. 

‘The Springs’ has an important place in the history of the local Aboriginal community in particular, 

and the area allows the local Aboriginal community to connect with their history and culture, both 

pre- and post-contact. 

For the broader community, the landscape of ‘The Springs’ illustrates the reality of the living 

conditions of the poorer members of the Orange community during a time of great financial stress. 

‘The Springs’, as a cultural landscape, is illustrative of a chapter in the history of Orange and has 

local heritage values to both the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal community. 

8.1.4 Grading of significance 

Different components of a place may make a different relative contribution to its heritage value. 

Loss of integrity or condition for example, may diminish significance. In order to aid future 

management of ‘The Springs’, this report includes an assessment of the relative contributions of 

individual features associated with ‘The Springs’ to its heritage significance. 

This assessment was based on the standard grades of significance set out in the NSW Heritage 

Office publication ‘Assessing Heritage Significance’ (2001) (Table 8-1). 

Table 8-1: Standard grades of significance. 

Grade Justification Status 

Exceptional 
Rare or outstanding element directly contributing to an item’s local and 
State significance. 

Fulfils criteria for local or state 
listing 

High 
High degree of original fabric. Demonstrates a key element of the item’s 
significance. Alterations do not detract from significance. 

Fulfils criteria for local or state 
listing 

Moderate 
Altered or modified elements. Elements with little heritage value, but which 
contribute to the overall significance of the item. 

Fulfils criteria for local or state 
listing 

Little Alterations detract from significance. Difficult to interpret. 
Does not fulfil criteria for local 
or state listing. 

Intrusive Damaging to the item’s heritage significance. 
Does not fulfil criteria for local 
or state listing. 
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The following table (Table 8-2) lists the different sites identified at ‘The Springs’ and provides a 

significance grading for each.  

Table 8-2: Grades of significance for features at ‘The Springs’. 

Site name Site type Grade of significance Justification 

HS1 
Building cut and 
relics 

Little to moderate 

While the site indicates previous occupation 
potentially associated with ‘The Springs’, it has 
very little archaeological or research potential. 
Would not, in itself, fulfil criteria for local heritage 
listing. 

HS2 Building cut Little to moderate 

While the site indicates previous occupation 
potentially associated with ‘The Springs’, it has 
very little archaeological or research potential. 
Would not, in itself, fulfil criteria for local heritage 
listing. 

HS3 Water tank Little  
Item is unremarkable and common. Association 
with ‘The Springs’ cannot be confirmed. 

HS4 Metal and bricks Little 
Site does not constitute a discernible feature or 
contain significant items and/or materials.  

HS5 Discarded relics Little 
Site does not constitute a discernible feature or 
contain significant items and/or materials. Site is 
also in a secondary context. 

HS6 Stone feature Little 
While the item has a roughly linear alignment, it 
has little to no archaeological or research 
potential. 

HS7 
Discarded wiring 
and metal 

Little 
Item is unremarkable and the materials present 
are common locally and state-wide. Site is also in 
a secondary context. 

HS8 Discarded wiring Little 
Item is unremarkable and the materials present 
are common locally and state-wide. Site is also in 
a secondary context. 

HS9 Stones Little 
Site does not constitute a discernible feature or 
contain significant items and/or materials. 

HS10 
Stone and brick 
mound 

Little to moderate 

While the site indicates occupation potentially 
associated with ‘The Springs’, it has very little 
archaeological or research potential. Would not, in 
itself, fulfil criteria for local heritage listing. 

HS11 
Stone and metal 
rubble 

Little 
Site does not constitute a discernible feature or 
contain significant items and/or materials. Site is 
also likely in a secondary context. 

HS12 Stone foundations Little to moderate 

While the site indicates previous occupation 
associated with ‘The Springs’, it has very little 
archaeological or research potential. Would not, in 
itself, fulfil criteria for local heritage listing. 

HS13 Fence Little 

While the fence potentially dates to occupation of 
‘the Springs’, the site is more likely associated with 
the Hawke Lane TSR itself than ‘The Springs’. 
New materials have also been introduced to 
maintain the fencing.  

HS14 Fence Little 

While the fence potentially dates to occupation of 
‘the Springs’, the site is more likely associated with 
the Hawke Lane TSR itself than ‘The Springs’. 
New materials have also been introduced to 
maintain the fencing.  

HS15 Fence Little  

While the fence potentially dates to occupation of 
‘the Springs’, the site is more likely associated with 
the Hawke Lane TSR itself than ‘The Springs’. 
New materials have also been introduced to 
maintain the fencing.  
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9 INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

The history of a site or place and its fabric provides an opportunity for on-site interpretation which 

can enhance visitor understanding and appreciation of the significance of a site. For many sites 

or places, significance is better understood through interpretation (Heritage Council 2005). 

Interpretation also has the ability to strengthen and maintain relationships and connections 

between the community and the heritage item. 

9.1 ASSESSMENT OF INTERPRETATION POTENTIAL 

In order to gain an understanding of the interpretation potential of ‘The Springs’, this report 

includes an assessment of the remnant features present.  

Table 9-1 lists the different sites identified at ‘The Springs’ and rates their interpretation potential. 

Table 9-1: Interpretation potential for sites identified at ‘The Springs’. 

Site name Site type Interpretation potential Reasoning 

HS1 Building cut and relics Low to moderate 

While the cut and associated relics are evidence of 
occupation, the remnant feature (the cut) is difficult 
to interpret as there are no remaining building 
foundations or materials present. 

HS2 Building cut Low to moderate 

While the cut is evidence of occupation, the 
remnant feature (the cut) is difficult to interpret as 
there are no remaining building foundations or 
materials present. 

HS3 Water tank Low 
Feature has low significance and therefore 
interpretation would not assist in conveying the 
significance of ‘The Springs’.  

HS4 Metal and bricks Low 

No discernible feature is present; therefore, it is 
unknown what these items were once associated 
with. It is also possible that the they are discarded 
materials. 

HS5 Discarded relics Low 

The feature consists only of discarded materials 
and has low significance. Interpretation would not 
assist in conveying the significance of ‘The 
Springs’. 

HS6 Stone feature Low to moderate 

Feature offers some potential for interpretation as 
it contains potential building materials (stones), 
however, interpretation opportunities are limited 
due to a lack of archaeological evidence. 

HS7 
Discarded wiring and 
metal 

Low 

The feature consists only of discarded materials 
and has low significance. Interpretation would not 
assist in conveying the significance of ‘The 
Springs’. 

HS8 Discarded wiring Low 

The feature consists only of discarded materials 
and has low significance. Interpretation would not 
assist in conveying the significance of ‘The 
Springs’. 

HS9 Stones Low 

The feature consists only of discarded materials 
and has low significance. Interpretation would not 
assist in conveying the significance of ‘The 
Springs’. 

HS10 
Stone and brick 
mound 

Low to moderate 

Feature offers some potential for interpretation as 
it contains building materials and artefacts, 
however, interpretation is limited as no discernible 
features are present. 
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Site name Site type Interpretation potential Reasoning 

HS11 
Stone and metal 
rubble 

Low 

The feature consists only of discarded materials 
and has low significance. Interpretation would not 
assist in conveying the significance of ‘The 
Springs’. 

HS12 Stone foundations Moderate 
Feature offers some potential for interpretation as 
it partly contains a discernible feature which 
indicates occupation.  

HS13 Fence Low 

Feature is more closely associated with the Hawke 
Lane TSR and therefore interpretation would not 
assist in conveying the significance of ‘The 
Springs’. 

HS14 Fence Low 

Feature is more closely associated with the Hawke 
Lane TSR and therefore interpretation would not 
assist in conveying the significance of ‘The 
Springs’. 

HS15 Fence Low 

Feature is more closely associated with the Hawke 
Lane TSR and therefore interpretation would not 
assist in conveying the significance of ‘The 
Springs’. 

9.2 DISCUSSION OF INTERPRETATION POTENTIAL 

The significance of the ‘The Springs’ is derived from its association, in particular, with the local 

Aboriginal community for social, cultural and spiritual reasons. As its value is largely derived from 

the intangible aspects of the place, the significance of the site is not obvious in the current 

landscape and therefore cannot currently be appreciated by the public. In addition, due to the 

ephemeral nature of ‘The Springs’ and the current condition of the remnant features present, 

there are few opportunities for interpretation with regard to the existing features (Table 9-1). Most 

features recorded either retain little integrity, do not constitute a discernible feature, and/or are in 

secondary contexts.  

As opportunities for interpretation with the existing features at ‘The Springs’ are limited, 

interpretation could include, but not be limited to, signage and reconstructions.  

Signage, in association with landscape maintenance and design, will allow the general public to 

appreciate what was once located at ‘The Springs’ focussing more on the general landscape, 

rather than individual items. Historic items such as HS12 could be highlighted but other 

information would need to be derived from oral histories and documentation.  

As ‘The Springs’ will be an area that people move through, rather than being a static display, the 

interpretive signage could emulate a trail where different themes are picked up by each 

successive sign. For example, a sign at HS12 could explore why built remains are lacking at ‘The 

Springs’, while a sign at HS1 could try to help the general public to imagine what may have been 

built at this location. Other signs could be more general discussing the nature of the itinerant work 

in the orchards, the Aboriginal association with Orange, and the life and times of inhabitants at 

‘The Springs’. With the aid of the landscape design, this could allow an overall experience of the 

place to be gained by people recreationally using the area by presenting another layer of history 

to the landscape that may not be immediately obvious. 
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Through oral histories and documentation, the materials used for the construction of huts are 

well-known, and there are ample examples of the type of housing that would have been at ‘The 

Springs’ from other settlements in the state (Figure 9-1). This would allow a recreation of one 

structure to be installed at ‘The Springs’ to provide a visual interpretation allowing audiences of 

all ages to understand and appreciate the living conditions at ‘The Springs’. 

Figure 9-1: Examples of the types of constructions that would have once existed at ‘The Springs’. 

  

1. Historic photo from La Perouse, Sydney, showing 

a typical Depression-era ‘shanty town’ 

construction. State Library of New South Wales 

(FLFL9742254). 

2. Historic ruin showing vernacular building techniques 

that would have been employed at the Springs’. 

Hawthorn property, Murrumbateman, NSW. 

9.3 INTERPRETATION PRINCIPLES 

When looking at interpretive strategies, it is also important to consider the proposed installations 

(i.e. signage or reconstructions) to ensure they will not negatively impact the significance of the 

site. For example, interpretive works or installations should be reversible and not clutter the 

landscape or unnecessarily impact on the landscape; they should be consistent with what was 

likely to have been present at the fringe camp based on people’s accounts; and avoid ground 

disturbance where known archaeological sites are present. 

A Heritage Landscape Plan is being prepared by sala4D which will bring an interpretative element 

to ‘The Springs’ and allow for an imaginative reconstruction of certain aspects of the camp.  

To deliver the range of interpretation appropriate to ‘The Springs’ the following ‘best practice’ 

principles, derived from established by the Heritage Interpretation Strategy (Heritage Council 

2006): 

• People and culture: Interpretation development should engage and incorporate the local 

Aboriginal community to create a sense of community ownership 

• Significance: ensure the significance of the site is communicated through interpretive 

elements i.e. why and for whom is this item important? 
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• Records and research: utilising available documentation and oral accounts  

• Audience: identify expectations of the Aboriginal community and what they want to 

convey to the public; identify how to best communicate the significance of the site with 

the public and help visitors relate to the place 

• Context: Recognise connections related to the site and activities which are related to 

the history of the site i.e. the relationship between residents of ‘The Springs’ and nearby 

orchards and the town of Orange. 
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10 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

‘The Springs’ was a fringe camp occupied by Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal families during the 

early decades of the twentieth century located on crown reserve land south of Orange, NSW.  

Very few physical remnants of the fringe camp remain extant in the landscape and it is not 

regarded as an intact archaeological complex. While there are few physical remnants left which 

indicate the presence of ‘The Springs’, the former fringe camp has local heritage values and is 

significant to the local Aboriginal community and to the history of Orange. The surviving cultural 

landscape primarily derives its value as an example of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people living 

together cooperatively while enduring the same social struggles during the Great Depression.  

Based on the assessed local significance of ‘The Springs’ the site meets the criteria for 

registration on the Orange LEP which will ensure its protection. Nomination of ‘The Springs’ is 

challenging as the extent of the camp has not been able to be accurately identified during the 

current study. As a result of this, it is recommended that the nomination area include only the 

‘inner zone’ within the Hawke Lane TSR (Section 7.4). This zone incorporates the area most 

likely to have been substantially occupied in comparison to the remainder of the study area and 

it retains the most archaeological evidence of occupation (Figure 10-1). The ‘outer zone’ may act 

as a buffer for the area where ‘The Springs’ was probably located but there is no tangible evidence 

of a cultural landscape in this area (with the exception of the few potential sites in the north). In 

order to preserve the intangible values of the cultural landscape, the northern portion of the ‘outer 

zone’ which has been subject lower levels of disturbance should be preserved in its current state.  

Further survey could be completed in the west to investigate the area where the spring flows from 

and determine whether any archaeological evidence exists in this area that could be related to 

occupation of ‘The Springs’. 

Currently, there is no public information which acknowledges the existence of ‘The Springs’ and 

therefore, there is no interpretation into the history of ‘The Springs’ and its significance. Part of 

the project includes the preparation of a CMP, which will guide the management of ‘The Springs’ 

and a Heritage Landscape Plan which will bring an interpretative element and allow for an 

imaginative reconstruction of the camp. Together these components of the project will allow 

community appreciation of the site and acknowledge the struggles of its residents. 
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Figure 10-1: ‘Inner zone’ of ‘The Springs’ recommended for LEP listing. 
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APPENDIX 1: CONSULTATION LOG 

Date Name Contact details Notes 

31-May-
19 

Linton Howarth 
Emailed Leeanne Hampton asking if Linton Howarth had any 
information on The Springs. Linton would be in contact. 

7-Jun-19 Glen Reid 

Remembers visiting the Springs when he was around 5 or 6 
(now 71, born in 1948). His mum knew an older lady that 
lived there (Dwyer?). They visited as it was across the road 
from Bloomfield where his father was in hospital. 
Remembers people living close together around the creek 
line mostly in humpies. Site was past the drive-in cinema, 
couldn't remember if it extended into the rifle range. 
Remembers lots of thorn bushes around. Glen is originally 
from Narromine, but also lived in Gilgandra, Condobolin, 
Nyngan. Also lived in Orange for around 40 years.  

7-Jun-19 Rebecca Ingram 

Daughter of Josie Ingram (born 1938) at the Orange hospital 
who lived at the Springs until she was about two or three. 
Her sister Frances was also born there (1936). They lived in 
a humpy and her mother picked fruit until they moved to 
Cowra. They also had to camp at the Canowindra show 
ground. Rebecca noted that Josie's mother, Eva, was the 
first Aboriginal woman living at the Springs. It is noted that 
Rebecca and Lavinus Ingram (Cowra) have expressed that 
the Orange region and surrounds is Ngunnawal and not 
Wiradjuri country. 

7-Jun-19 Joyce Williams 

Remembers how fresh the water at the Springs was. The 
spring was on private property, but the land owner used to 
let them onto his property to get water (can’t remember his 
name). The creek ran from the railway down to the rifle 
range and further south. There were about nine humpies 
when she first moved there. The camp was almost in the V 
shape. Lots of white people who lived there in the laneway 
who were pensioners (not fruit pickers) - all got along really 
well. Used to skate on the ice when the spring froze. 
Collected material for the humpies from the rubbish tip, i.e. 
fibro. Used to walk through the rifle range to get into town, 
people not camping in there? Rode bikes or caught the bus 
to school at Top Convent Catholic School then went to East 
Orange Convent with a relative. Brother went to the Brothers 
School on the main street. Used to walk to the shop at 
Bloomfield which was about 1 mile from the camp. Lived at 
the Springs until she was about 13 or 14 when started work 
at the hospital in town, lived there too. Remembers going to 
the movies every Friday night. Now 93 years old.  

7-Jun-19 
Rob Clegg 
(Wiradjuri Council 
of Elders) 

Does not know any information regarding the site. 

7-June-
19 

Orange District 
Historical Society 

Alick Solomon , labourer, was listed as living at The Springs, 
Pinnacle Road (1935-1937) [Ross Maroney's family 
database, ODHS] 

14-Jun-
19 

Bradley Bliss 
Brad called with information regarding a previous 
archaeological assessment and AHIP application throughout 
The Springs completed by Access Archaeology 

18-Jun-
19 

Linton Howarth 
Does not have any information on The Springs. Would ask 
his step sister and pass on information if she has any. 

19-Jun-
19 

Neil Ingram Advised he is not well enough to be involved in the project.  

19-Jun-
19 

James Williams 

Not sure if he is willing to share any information at the 
moment. He is trying to get the site listed as an Aboriginal 
Place himself. Sent text msg with contact details if he does 
want to discuss.  

19-Jun-
19 

Neville Williams Left message 

19-Jun-
19 

Bill Allen Left message 
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Date Name Contact details Notes 

20-Jun-
19 

Alice Williams 
Would pass on contact details at the next Elders meeting 
and anyone who wants to discuss will call OzArk. 

21-
Jun019 

Joyce Williams Site visit to ‘The Springs’  
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