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Orange City Council is situated 
within the traditional lands of the 
Wiradjuri Nation. 

We acknowledge the traditional 
custodianship of these lands, and pay our 
respect to the Wiradjuri people for their 
care and stewardship of these lands for 
more than 60,000 years and to the Elders 
of the Wiradjuri Nation past, present and 
future.

Front cover: Summer Street 1974. 

Left: Orange Fire Station, Anson Street c1900.

Back cover: Summer Street c1927. 

Images courtesy Orange City Library.
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2021 marks 75 years since Orange was officially 
declared a city, becoming only the 14th city in NSW. This 
year also commemorates 175 years since it was officially 
proclaimed as the village of ‘Orange’. It’s an important 
milestone which offers the opportunity to celebrate the 
progress the community has made over that time.

Today Orange is one of the major regional cities 
of inland NSW (and Australia) recording steady, 
sustainable growth, while retaining its charm.

It’s a time to reflect on our journey that began with 
what was a sleepy few huts and a collection of dirt 
tracks called Blackmans Swamp. It was named after a 
policeman, Chief Constable Blackman from Bathurst.

We officially became a village called Orange 175 years 
ago. The gold rush of the 1850s sparked major growth. 
Since the early days of becoming a city in 1946, we’re 
now a prosperous, multifaceted and multicultural 
inland city that has much to offer in education, health, 
commerce, mining, viticulture, horticulture, agriculture, 
cultural and sporting/leisure activities.

I have experienced so many changes in the last 31 years 
as a councillor and I am very proud of seeing Orange’s 
continued lead role in so many spaces.

I was born and bred in Orange as were my parents and 
grandparents. All our family took much pride in Orange 
and what it offered. My family has been involved in 
various businesses ranging from orcharding, retailing 
and mining, to name a few.

My Dad was a painter and my Mum worked in retail. We 
lived in Frederica Street and I attended Glenroi Heights 
Public School and the Orange High School.

After university I was lucky enough to be able to return 
and work from the place I was passionate about – 
Orange. That background instilled in me a good sense 
of place and community.

A highlight for me personally was being able to serve as 
Mayor of my beloved city. Firstly in 2008/2009 (elected 
by Councillors) but I was even prouder when I was the 
first popularly elected Mayor in 2017.

It has been an extreme honour for me to be a Councillor, 
and Mayor of Orange. I will always be ‘a son of Orange’. 

Reg Kidd 
Mayor of Orange

Foreword by the Mayor
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I am honoured to be the current Chief Executive Officer 
of Orange City Council and to be asked to write this 
contribution. I moved to Orange in 2005 with my young 
family, ostensibly for a two-year work contract and have 
never left! There is something about this place that 
hits a nerve with the new arrivals; a sense of Europe, of 
history, of old families, a lot of which is not in the big 
cities of today. Maybe that was why. Maybe also the 
beauty of the place; both natural and that of its built 
form has kept me here.

The history of Orange is fascinating. From a small 
village that was established 175 years ago, the 
settlement grew as a service and administrative centre 
after the gold rush of 1851. This period in Orange’s 
history attracted new and temporary residents. Gold 
was the financial strength behind the community 
with profits ploughed back into the town, laying the 
foundations for the expansion of Orange. 

The township was incorporated as a municipality in 
1860, creating a governing body represented by a 
Chairman and five councillors. Incorporation prompted 
the improving of facilities, road building, and major 
contributions to the building of community. 

During the last century, tourism promotion of Orange 
stressed its healthy climate, four seasons, exotic trees 
and green parks and gardens. 

One of the most important events in the history 
of Orange was the proclamation as a city in 1946, 
becoming one of the major centres in the Central West. 

And still the city attracts new generations. Let’s hope 
we can keep it looking as beautiful as it is.

David Waddell 
Chief Executive Officer

From the CEO



years  
as a village

years  
as a city

4

Early history and exploration
Orange is located in Wiradjuri country. Known as the people of the three rivers, the 
Wiradjuri people have inhabited the area west of the Great Dividing Range and bordered 
by the Macquarie, Lachlan and Murrumbidgee rivers for at least 60,000 years. 

The district known as Orange was occupied by a 
Wiradjuri clan group who lived around the upper 
Macquarie River and its tributaries. Historians estimate 
that the combined population of the clan group and two 
others who lived nearby in the Mudgee and Wellington 
areas was 500-600 people. Day to day, people lived 
in smaller groups of 20-40 people occupying areas 
such as Summer Hill and Cadiangullong creek valleys. 
Because water was available throughout the year, it’s 
believed the area was permanently occupied although 
lower lying areas may have been unsuitable during 
winter months.

The Wiradjuri Nation remains the largest Aboriginal 
group in central New South Wales, by area and by 
population.

European history in this area began when the explorer 
George William Evans journeyed southwest from 
Bathurst in November 1813, observing to the northwest 
what he described as “high, distant mountains.” This 
was presumably the first European sighting of Mount 
Canobolas.

Surveyor-General John Oxley travelled through the area 
to the east of Orange – now known as Lewis Ponds and 
Ophir – in 1817 and 1818; and surveyor James Meehan 
passed to the west in 1820.

In 1823 Lieutenant Percy Simpson, en route to 
Wellington, traversed what is now the location of the 
city of Orange, creating the first track westwards. He 
was accompanied by Chief Constable John Blackman, 
who selected the route, and for many years this locality 
was known as Blackmans Swamp.

In the late 1820s the Department of the Surveyor-
General directed James Byrn Richards to trace the road 
from Bathurst to Wellington. He followed Simpson and 
Blackman’s route and in March 1829 produced a parish 
map which included a reserve for a village at Blackmans 
Swamp.

NSW Surveyor-General Sir Thomas Mitchell mapped 
much of inland NSW and relied on the services of 
local Wiradjuri men Piper and Yuranigh as guides and 
diplomats on his explorations into the interior. Yuranigh 
died near Molong in 1850. Mitchell ensured Yuranigh’s 
grave was fenced and later he paid for an inscribed 
headstone.
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Mitchell named the village at Blackmans Swamp 
‘Orange’ in honour of William, Prince of Orange (later 
King of the Netherlands), a fellow aide-de-camp to the 
Duke of Wellington in the Peninsular War in Spain.

The area’s rich basalt soils soon attracted settlers. 
Joseph Moulder and William Ealy Sampson were the 
first to purchase land in 1836. They subdivided their 
properties in the late 1830s and leased them to tenants 
who began to clear and cultivate the land.

The district’s first building was erected in 1838 by 
John Peisley, The Coach and Horses Inn on Sampson’s 
Campdale property on the western outskirts of the 
village site. A public pound was established in 1842. 
Peisley opened a second inn on the eastern side of the 
reserve in 1844. By this time blacksmith David Blowes 
and wheelwright Thomas Wynne were established on 
Moulder’s property, thereby forming the nucleus of a 
settlement.

Right: A plan of the Parish of Orange showing 
Wellington Road crossing Blackmans Swamp at the 
Village Reserve, also Fredericks Valley and Government 
Station, JB Richards, 1829.

Image courtesy State Archives and Records Authority 
of New South Wales.
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Village Proclamation and Progress
The demand for land increased and encroachments on the Village Reserve ensued. On 22 
September 1845 a requisition for the creation of a village was submitted by 29 men who 
had pledged to purchase allotments. Signatories included Peisley, Moulder, Mills, Blowes, 
Wynne, John Templer, farmers, a saddler, a butcher, a shoemaker and the chief constable, 
William McFaul.

Surveyor Walker Rannie Davidson drew up a plan 
for the village which was submitted to the Colonial 
Secretary for the Governor’s consent. The plan was 
placed before the Executive Council on 3 November 
and duly approved. The site for the village of Orange 
was proclaimed on 18 November 1846. The proclamation 
appeared in the Government Gazette of 20 November 
1846.

The village progressed little in the following five years. 
Land was cleared and wheat was sown. Storekeeper 
John Arkins was appointed Clerk of Petty Sessions 
and acted as Postmaster. A slab and bark hut served 
as a Court House and was used as a church by visiting 
clergy.

John Arthur Templer opened the district’s first flour 
mill in late 1848. The Sydney Morning Herald of 26 
December 1848 observed:

The wheat crops in the neighbourhood and for miles 
around present a very promising appearance, and 
there is every prospect of an abundant harvest. 
Mr. Templar [sic] has completed his steam-mill at 

Narambula [sic], and this day commences operations 
in grinding, dressing, and smutting. The building 
is spacious and commodious, and most admirably 
adapted for the purpose. The engine is of twelve-
horse power. The opening of this mill will be a great 
accommodation to the settlers for many miles round, 
and there can be little doubt but that the spirited 
proprietor will find the speculation profitable.

The village’s first church, the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in Anson Street, opened for service on 1 January 
1849. The church was Orange’s first brick building. On 3 
January 1849 the Sydney Morning Herald reported:

During the last two or three years, the population of 
this neighbourhood has very considerably increased, 
and with a view of meeting the spiritual wants of the 
people, the Wesleyans have erected a very neat brick 
chapel, 30 feet by 16 feet in the clear, which was first 
opened for Divine Service, on Sunday, the 1st instant, 
when the Rev. B. Hurst preached two appropriate 
sermons, to large and attentive congregations; there 
were several persons present on the occasion, who 
had not been known to attend a place of worship of 
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any kind for many years past; and from the interest 
already manifested, there is every reason to believe 
the chapel will be well attended.

The discovery of gold at Ophir and Lucknow in 1851 
heralded a period of growth and prosperity for the 
village. Both European and Chinese miners worked the 
goldfield over the next half decade. 

The population of Orange in 1851 was 28 and there 
were just seven dwellings. By the time Orange became 
a municipality in 1860 the population had increased to 
500 and the number of dwellings to 90.

Sydney Morning Herald, 21 May 1851

THE GOLD MINES.

On arriving at the “diggings” which lie in the narrow 
bed of the creek, where there is not level standing 
room for fifty people, a singular and exciting scene 
presented itself. About two hundred individuals 
were congregated (though large parties were hourly 
arriving) forming as motley a group as could possibly 
be brought together, and attired in every conceivable 
style of costume, the fierce and brigandish seeming 
to be the one most in vogue. From the magistrate 
down to the shirtless vagabond, the features of every 
one bore an expression of bewildered anxiety. It was 
evident that by far the greater portion of the people 
went there with the expectation of picking up lumps 
of gold among the rocks and stones of the creek, 
many arriving with nothing but a pick or a spade, and 
not provision even for a single meal, or a covering for 
night.

The first National School opened in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Chapel in December 1852, with 42 pupils. At 
the opening ceremony John Templer declared:

An auspicious time has arrived, when the children of 
all classes and creeds will have the advantage of, it 
is to be hoped, a good and sound education. A new 
era has sprung up amongst us, and instead of the 
almost hopeless despondency of parents about the 
intellectual improvement of their children, joy will 
now be in the ascendant, and all the advantages they 
could possibly have wished for, are within their reach.

Orange’s first bank, the Union Bank of Australia, opened 
on the corner of Byng and Sale Streets in 1857, and is 
still standing.

The first Anglican Church opened in Anson Street 
in January 1858. This building is now known as the 
Bluestone Hall.

On 9 January 1860 the small township of Orange 
was incorporated as a municipality. Orange Municipal 
Council first met on 18 February 1860, presided over 
by Chairman John Peisley with Councillors John 
Woodward, George McKay, James Dale, Dennis 
Hanrahan and William Tucker Evans in attendance. 
Crown Solicitor George Colquhoun was appointed 
Council Clerk and James Dalton and Patrick Kenna were 
accepted as auditors.

Orange developed considerably during the 1860s. In 
November 1863 it was described as one of the most 
promising townships of the interior, featuring two 
hotels, several public houses, seven stores, a steam mill 
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and a soap and candle factory. By 1866 there were six 
flour mills, four banks, fourteen hotels and a hospital. 
The Orange Gas Company was formed in 1877, providing 
street lighting.

The opening of the railway in 1877 was an important 
historical landmark, with Orange becoming a railhead 
where teams from the west loaded wool and other 
products for export east, and returned with supplies for 
outback stations.

The passing of The Robertson Land Acts in 1861 was 
responsible for much development in the district. 
Between 1860 and 1870 nearly 1,000 settlers took up 
some 20,234 hectares on which they grew wheat. For 
nearly fifty years, Orange was a principal wheat growing 
area of the colony. The planting of fruit trees began 
in the early 1880s and orcharding gradually displaced 
wheat growing as the major industry.

A growing town
With a population approaching 3,000, the village of 
Orange was proclaimed a town on 20 March 1885. The 
beautification of both Cook Park and Robertson Park 
began in 1887 and the Town Hall was opened in 1888. 
Gosling Creek, the town’s first water supply was turned 
on in 1890.

Subdivision of the land surrounding the town began in 
1900. A sewerage system was completed in 1918 and 
electricity connected in 1923.

In 1927, the area of the town was increased to 6.96 
square kilometres. By 1948 the city had expanded to 
20.8 square kilometres. On 1 October 1977, the City of 
Orange was extended in area to 298 square kilometres 
when parts of the surrounding shires of Cabonne, 
Blayney, and Lyndhurst were transferred to the City of 
Orange.

Following the Second World War, many displaced 
migrants from Europe arrived in Australia and settled 
in the Orange district. As they found jobs and built 
homes, they made a remarkable contribution to the 
development of the city. 

Left: 
Village of Orange Proclamation, New South Wales 
Government Gazette, 20 November 1846 [Issue No 97],  
page 1455.



years  
as a village

years  
as a city

9

Above: 
1. Orange District Hospital 1886. 2. People congregate at Orange Railway Station to see Prince Edward, Prince of 
Wales, 13 August 1920. 3. Six police officers outside the Union Bank building c1873. 

Images courtesy Orange City Library.

1

2

3
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City Proclamation
In 1946 Orange’s population reached 15,000 and the town’s revenue exceeded £20,000. 
The town now met Local Government Act criteria and was eligible to be proclaimed a city. 

The City of Orange was proclaimed on 10 July 1946, the 
state’s fourteenth city. The proclamation appeared in 
the Government Gazette dated 19 July 1946.

State Member for Orange, Robert Emmet O’Halloran, 
was attending Parliament at the time of the 
announcement. He sent the following telegram:

Congratulations on the high honour long overdue for 
the finest country town in the State. I am delighted 
that the progress of Orange in recent years has been 
so fittingly recognised.

The Mayor, Alderman John Percival Jaeger’s reaction 
was:

This is a red letter day, as by this action in 
proclaiming Orange a city, the Government has 
officially recognised it as one of the largest and most 
important centres in NSW.

Known as Jack, Jaeger had served on council since 1922 
and had become Mayor in 1945. Aged 49, Jack was one 
of the youngest ever mayors of an Australian city. When 
asked if he would be investing in a set of mayoral robes 
to mark the occasion he reportedly replied “I think we 
should be more interested in roads.”

Above: 
Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales, 
19 July 1946 [Issue No 78], page 1598. 
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The City of Orange Crest
Designed by Clive Kaufman, the City of Orange Crest 
was registered in 1960 to commemorate the centenary 
of the Municipality of Orange. It was intended to endure 
and remain unchanged as the Seal of Orange.

The crest consists of a stylised traditional garter 
surrounding a shield divided into nine segments. Each 
segment contains images that depict the city’s heritage, 
history, development and progress.

Items featured include a boomerang, gold prospecting 
tools, agricultural implements and fruit trees.

Above: 
Award-winning Library and Reginal Gallery opened in 
1986. Image courtesy Orange City Library.
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Reflections of Orange City Councillors 
2017-2021

Cr Kevin Duffy Cr Jason Hamling

My memories of growing up in Glenroi are wrapped up 
in the fun of playing games with neighbours in a quiet 
street with only occasional traffic. Glenroi Heights Public 
School and Canobolas High are now both so much 
bigger than when I was a student there, but then you’d 
know the names of almost every student.

One of the things that made Orange unique was its 
place as a hub for the local television industry. I enjoyed 
working for many years as a news cameraman and 
often saw a side of life that was often confronting and 
challenging, but also one that opened doors to see 
things that weren’t as open to the wider community.

My time serving as a member of Orange City Council 
has given me a close-up glimpse of the tough decisions 
that help form our community. I’m delighted to be 
serving as a member of Council at a time when the city 
is growing and facing important challenges that will 
help shape its future.

I come from a family that has lived in Orange for 
generations.

Since its inception as a European settlement called 
Blackmans Swamp, Orange City has developed 
sensationally from the era of dusty bullock teams, 
horses and carts and with limited services.

During this time we have seen it grow on the back of 
gold rushes and the rich diversity of its agriculture.

I feel proud to be part of the growth of Orange and how 
it now has also become a city of excellence in health, 
education and diversity in cultures. Our quality of life 
today is envied throughout our nation.
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Cr Tony MiletoCr Joanne McRae 
(resigned 9 August 2021)

I arrived in Orange as a four-year-old in 1979, when Dad 
joined Dr Deithe’s Anson Street GP practice. Cherry 
orchards still surrounded the city, and vineyards had not 
yet been planted. Growing up in Hill Street, I recall my 
brothers and I catching yabbies in Moulder Creek and 
falling in the Cook Park duck pond. 

We all played a lot of sport, as did Mum and Dad. 
Orange has grown, and I really appreciate the cultural 
assets we now enjoy, including the art gallery, library, 
conservatorium and museum. These enrich our 
community and have contributed to Orange becoming a 
sophisticated, inclusive and diverse regional city.

I relocated to Orange in 1977 with my family and 
completed all my secondary and tertiary education in 
Orange. I have always called Orange home and in 1989 
I joined the New South Wales Police Force, serving 
the community for nine years. During my time in 
Orange, the city has experienced continued sustainable 
growth in population and industry, in particular health, 
education and mining.

I have always been impressed in the way the Orange 
residents support people in need, which, in my opinion, 
typifies the people that we are and highlights what we 
stand for. 

My passion for Orange has always been its people and 
giving back to the community for the opportunities 
it has provided me. I have been involved in football 
(soccer) for 25 years during which time I’ve been 
the president of the Orange and District Football 
Association. I have been a strong supporter of suicide 
prevention and also the establishment Domestic 
Violence Centre (The Orchard).

Orange has become a desirable place to live with 
its beautiful historic buildings, open parkland and 
employment opportunities.
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From about 13 years old I visited my stepmothers in 
Orange regularly. When I was 13/14 years old I spent 
school holidays in Orange and eventually moved to our 
family farm at Cumnock in 1990. 

In 1993 I married a great county girl Victoria McCourt, 
who’d been born here. My four children have been born 
at Orange Hospital. 

I purchased a butcher shop in the Summer Centre 
in 1999 and ran the business until the centre was 
renovated. I also owned the butcher shop in North 
Orange for three years and the new butcher shop in the 
Summer Centre for another two years. 

Because of my business relationships with people in 
Orange and the rural community, I have built a great 
respect and appreciation for Orange, the people and 
friendships that I have made over all my years. 

I stood for Council in 2012 and this experience has been 
both very rewarding and challenging. The opportunities 
I have had as a councillor to help members of my 
community who otherwise could not help themselves 
has really made my commitment to the community 
worthwhile.

Cr Scott Munro

I moved to Orange 20 years ago and it was the best 
move I’ve ever made. I had married a local and landed 
a job at OCTEC where I still work. I have the privilege 
of spending each working day in the Old Town Hall, 
one of Orange’s magnificent heritage buildings. Our 
heritage and beautiful trees are two of the things that 
make Orange so special. The Wiradjuri people have 
lived here for thousands of years, Europeans for 200. 
Together we share a rich history. And the last four years 
have arguably been as significant as any. With drought, 
hotter summers, bushfire smoke and COVID-19, it’s been 
tough. But we have matured as a city during that time 
and increased the range of experiences we offer locals 
and visitors alike. It simply is a great place to live.

Cr Stephen Nugent

Cr Mario Previtera 
(passed away 1 August 2020)
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I was farming in the Condobolin district when I started 
coming to Orange regularly, to visit my children at 
boarding school. During those visits I remember being 
very impressed with the climate and the friendly 
atmosphere, as well as the food and entertainment to 
be found here.

Orange was the clear choice when we sold the farm 
and moved to town in 2000. Working as an electrician I 
found Orange a great place to do business and work on 
projects.

Because I had run a business, worked as a tradesman 
and lived in a few locations over the years, I felt I 
could offer something to the community by running 
for Council. I was pleased to be elected for the first 
time in 2008, and I’m proud that a number of ideas 
I’ve suggested over the years have been adopted and 
taken shape. I’m not surprised by the steady growth in 
Orange’s population. It’s a beautiful place to live with 
fantastic connections to the region and the rest of 
Australia.

Cr Sam Romano Cr Glenn Taylor

I was born and raised in Orange. My dad was born 
here and my mum came here with her family from 
Coonamble in 1946, the year we were proclaimed a city. 
I grew up in Kearneys Drive and went to De La Salle 
College, graduating in 1976. Mine was the last class to 
graduate from the school at its Summer Street site. 
Back then, the city ended at Matthews Avenue.

Orange has changed so much, it’s now a large regional 
centre. The loss of industries such as manufacturing and 
the abattoirs have been replaced by mining, tourism and 
health.

I have been on Orange City Council for 26 years, and 
have been deputy mayor seven times. Tim Sullivan, 
Danny Perry and Margaret Stevenson were three people 
who inspired me over the years. 

The things that give me the most pride are the 
construction of the Northern Distributor Road, and the 
fact that we’re now constructing the Southern Feeder 
Road, as well as the contribution we made to establish 
the new hospital. I am incredibly proud to have served 
the people of Orange.
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Cr Russell Turner

In 1972 my wife Diane and I, with our three young 
children, made the momentous decision to relocate 
ourselves and our poultry egg production business from 
Sydney to Orange. We purchased a property near Cargo 
and it is a decision we have not regretted since.

We have watched Orange grow from a population of 
around 20,000 to the bustling city of 42,000 today.

We quickly became involved in our community through 
schools, Apex and Rotary, and I was elected to Orange 
City Council in 1991.

In 1996 I was honoured to be elected as the NSW State 
Member for Orange and served in that position until 
retiring in 2011. In 2012 I was re-elected to Council and 
will retire this year (subject to COVID-19 restrictions).

It has been an honour and privilege in that time to 
watch our great city grow into one of which we can all 
be proud. However it is a combination of all three levels 
of government and our wonderful citizens who have 
contributed in making the Orange of today.

Cr Jeff Whitton

Growing up in Orange in the 60s and 70s was great. 
The winters seemed to go on forever, and we would go 
around town getting paid two bob to rake up the leaves 
in the street and then burn them, with the aroma of 
burning leaves hanging low over the city all winter.

Orange has undoubtedly changed in my lifetime, 
expanding residential and industrial premises into north 
and south Orange. I’ve witnessed the emergence from 
orchards to wineries, from manufacturing (Electrolux) 
to mining and becoming a centre of excellence in 
education, health and culture. Orange has successfully 
moved with the community’s changing needs in 
providing job security and lifestyle outcomes while 
maintaining the small-town community family values.

Orange has been home to my family for many 
generations. I was schooled, worked, married and raised 
a family here. My children live in Orange along with my 
grandchildren. I love the four seasons in one day, the 
brisk clean air and visiting the local Victoria Hotel for a 
cold beer and a chat with people I have known all my 
life. I value Orange: my home and its familiarity.
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Orange City Council Executive 
Leadership Team 2021
David Waddell Chief Executive Officer

Ian Greenham Director Technical Services

Mark Hodges Director Development Services

Scott Maunder Director Community Recreation and Cultural Services

Rachelle Robb Director Corporate and Commercial Services
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Ruins of Templer’s flour mill, Narrambla. Image courtesy Orange City Library.
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• Wiradjuri country

1813 • 23 June Explorer George William Evans observes “high, distant mountains”, the first European 
sighting of Mt Canobolas

1817 • Surveyor-General John Oxley passes through the area now known as Lewis Ponds and Ophir

1820 • Surveyor James Meehan passes west of Orange

1823 • Lieutenant Percy Simpson and Chief Constable John Blackman traverse what is now Orange

1829 • March Surveyor James Byrn Richards marks a reserve for a village on parish map of 
Blackmans Swamp

1832 • October The district’s first church service is held at Byng

1836 • Joseph Moulder and William Ealy Sampson are the first people to purchase land 

1838 • 19 June John Peisley erects the first building on the western outskirts of the reserve, The 
Coach and Horses Inn

1838 • George Hawke plants apples, cherries, plums and hawthorns at Byng

1839 • Wheat is sown at Narrambla

1842 • A public pound is established at Blackmans Swamp

• The first Wesleyan chapel west of Bathurst is built at Byng

1844 • May John Peisley opens a second Coach and Horses Inn on the eastern side of the reserve



1845 • A village develops at Summer Hill, with an inn, two stores, a tannery, a shoemaker and the 
district’s first doctor, John Brown Favell

• 22 September 29 men sign a requisition for the creation of a village at Blackmans Swamp

1846 • 27 August  Surveyor Walker Davidson’s plan for the village is sent to the Deputy Surveyor-
General

• 14 October A design for the “Village of Orange” is submitted to the Colonial Secretary for the 
Governor’s approval

• 3 November The Executive Council approves the plan

• 18 November The Village of Orange is proclaimed on the reserve at Blackmans Swamp

• 20 November The proclamation of the Village of Orange appears in the Government Gazette

• 2 December Governor Sir Charles FitzRoy visits the district

1847 • A Court of Petty Sessions is established at Fredericks Valley

• November John Peisley makes the first application for land in the village

1848 • The first public building, a slab and bark watchhouse, is constructed on the site of the current 
Court House

• 30 October The first proclamation of land to be sold in Orange is advertised in the 
Government Gazette

• 7 December The first land sale in the village is held, ten lots are purchased

• December John Arthur Templer opens the Narrambla flour mill

1849 • 1 January A Post Office is established in Orange

• 1 January The Wesleyan Methodist Church opens for worship, the first brick building in the 
village

• The Court of Petty Sessions at Fredericks Valley relocates to Orange

• James Dalton opens his first store in Orange



1851 • Population 28

• April William Tom and John Lister discover Australia’s first payable gold at Ophir

• June Gold is discovered at Lucknow

• August John Peisley begins a coach service between Orange and Ophir. Three services a 
week convey mail and five passengers.

1852 • December The first National School opens in Orange

1853 • 30 May Land is appropriated for Orange General Cemetery

1855 • Henry Curran erects the village’s first flour mill on the northwestern corner of Peisley and 
Summer Streets

1857 • Orange Mechanics’ Institute (later the School of Arts) opens in the Court House building

• 21 July William Dale lays a foundation stone in Anson Street for the first Anglican Church

• November John Busby opens the Orange branch of the Union Bank of Australia on the 
southeastern corner of Byng and Sale Streets

• Alfred Spencer Heathcote is awarded the Victoria Cross for “constant intrepidity” during the 
siege of Delhi. Colonel Heathcote migrated to Australia in 1864 and spent 17 years in Orange.

1858 • January The Anglican Church opens in Anson Street 

• Andrew Kerr builds Wellwood

• The Orange branch of the Sydney Savings Bank opens

1859 • Population 400

• A Court of Quarter Sessions and a District Court are established at Orange

• 18 July The campaign for the creation of a municipal government begins

• Benjamin Nelson opens his first store in Byng Street



1860 • Population 500

• 9 January Orange is incorporated as a municipality

• 9 February First council election is held, John Peisley is appointed chairman

• 18 February First business meeting of the Orange Municipal Council

• July Dalton Brothers Summer Street store opens

• 21 December The overland telegraph line from Sydney reaches Orange

1861 • Population 581

• 27 September St John’s Presbyterian Church opens

• 7 December Michael Francis Cahill establishes Orange’s first newspaper, the Western 
Examiner (and Orange, Molong, Wellington, Dubbo and Lachlan Advertiser)

1862 • Cadia copper mine opens

• Dalton Brothers flour mill commences operations on the northeastern corner of Summer and 
Sale Streets

• Cobb & Co introduce a coach service from Bathurst to Orange and Forbes

• April The Bank of New South Wales opens a branch in Orange

• 26 May Ben Hall is acquitted of armed robbery after spending a month on remand in Orange 
Gaol

• 15 June Frank Gardiner’s gang holds up a coach carrying gold at Escort Rock and escapes 
with gold worth £14,000

• December Orange Court House opens

1863 • September A tollgate is established on Bathurst Road near Cemetery Lane. It operates for 12 
years.

1864 • 17 February Australian poet Andrew Barton ‘Banjo’ Paterson is born at Narrambla

• Samuel Frost opens a brickworks

• Nelson Brothers build a mill in Byng Street



1865 • Patrick Mulholland successfully applies to divide Orange into three wards: Young, Victoria and 
Wellington, giving council three extra members. Titles change from Chairman and Councillors 
to Mayor and Aldermen. Patrick Mulholland is appointed the first Mayor.

1866 • Population 600

• 31 March Orange’s first hospital opens on the corner of Prince and Anson Streets with 12 beds

1867 • Local grazier John Tom Lane JP is appointed the first Orange Police Magistrate

1870 • Orange’s first fire brigade is formed

1871 • Population 1,456

• St Joseph’s Catholic Church opens

• Benjamin Nelson opens a three-storey store in Summer Street

1872 • Council employs a man to “sweep gutters and do other jobs of an urgent nature” for ₤6 per 
month

1873 • 31 March The Volunteer Rifle Club is formed with 100 members

• 27 May The first Orange Show is held in the Pound Paddock, where Bowen Terrace now 
stands

• The site for Cook Park is purchased and reserved for public recreation

1874 • 10 June John Star Thomas launches the Western Advocate

1875 • Council calls for tenders to clear Lords Place between Summer and Byng Streets for a 
recreation reserve

1876 • James Dalton builds Duntryleague

1876 • Bowen Terrace is built



1877 • 19 April The railway line from Orange to Sydney is opened by the Premier, Sir Henry Parkes

• The Orange Gas Company inaugurates gas lighting in Orange

1878 • The Orange Liberal newspaper begins

• The saleyards in Lords Place open

1879 • Byng and Summer Streets are paved

1880 • 10 February Postmaster-General, the Honourable Saul Samuel CMG, opens the Post and 
Telegraph Office in Summer Street

• The railway is extended from Orange to Molong and Wellington

1881 • Population 2,701

• Orange Public School opens

1883 • 10 May Minister for Justice, the Honourable HE Cohen, opens the Orange Court House, 
designed by James Barnet

1885 • 20 March Orange is proclaimed a town

• Parts of the main streets are kerbed and guttered and laid with gravel

1886 • 15 September The Australian Hall opens in Lords Place at a cost of £6000, the largest theatre 
west of Sydney

• A new two-storey wing is added to Orange District Hospital



1887 • Robertson Park is dedicated and named after the Premier Sir James Robertson

• The Orange Show moves to the cricket ground (now Wade Park)

• 21 July Mayor of Orange, John McCutcheon Paul JP, lays the foundation stone for the Town 
Hall on the corner of Anson and Byng Streets

• September GB Pascoe opens the Orange branch of The Bank of Australasia

1888 • 29 March East Orange is proclaimed a municipality

• April The Orange Town Hall is completed

1890 • 4 October The Orange Liberal changes its name to The Orange Leader

• 8 October Governor Lord Carrington turns on Gosling Creek, the town’s first water supply

1891 • Population 3,240

1899 • 30 October A telephone service is established in Orange with 30 subscribers

1900 • 24 July Orange doctor and Mayor Neville Howse is awarded Australia’s first Victoria Cross for 
services in South Africa

1901 • Population 3,989

• Following federation in January, Orange is considered as a potential location for the nation’s 
capital. The final decision is not made until 1908; Orange is unsuccessful.

• The first cinematic film is shown in Orange

• 27 March Poet Kenneth Slessor is born at St Kilda in William Street

• July The first motor car passes through Orange

1903 • Gordon Leeds becomes the first resident to own a car in Orange

• The Congregational Church opens at Five Ways



1905 • 29 March The Boer War Memorial is unveiled at the intersection of Summer and Anson Streets 
to commemorate the town’s four war dead

• EC Cameron opens a motor garage in Summer Street

1906 • Canobolas Shire is gazetted

1908 • January Dalton Brothers open a new five-storey flour mill in Peisley Street opposite Wade 
Park

• 12 March The bandstand is opened in Cook Park

• March The Orange Show moves to the new showground on what is now Leeds Parade

• 5 May The Independent Order of Oddfellows’ Lodge (IOOF) is instituted

• The subdivision of Bletchington Estate begins

1909 • 1 June An Orange branch of the Government Savings Bank opens

• 10 June Dame Nellie Melba performs at the Australian Hall

1910 • 26 January Jubilee celebrations are held in Orange to observe 50 years of municipal life

1911 • Population 5,263

1912 • A Bleriot Monoplane flies over the Orange Show, the first airplane seen in Orange

• Orange’s first high school opens on the corner of March and Sale Streets

• The last Cobb & Co coach passes through Orange

• 19 December Orange and East Orange municipalities merge

• 24 DecemberThe amalgamation of Orange and East Orange municipalities is gazetted

1913 • 1 November The Honourable JCL Fitzpatrick opens the bandstand in Robertson Park

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia, Summer Street, 1915.

Image courtesy Orange City 
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1915 • Dudley Private Hospital is founded in William Street

• 1 June A branch of the Commonwealth Bank is opened, the tenth in NSW

• 9 August John Patrick Hamilton is awarded the Victoria Cross for “most conspicuous bravery” 
during the Battle of Lone Pine

1918 • 4 October The town’s sewerage system is completed

• The subdivision of Warrendine begins

• Meadow Creek water supply (Lake Canobolas) is opened

• 13 November Orange celebrates the end of World War I. Almost 2,000 of the district’s men 
and women volunteered to serve, 258 lost their lives.

1919 • 15 people die in Orange during the Spanish Flu pandemic 

1920 • 2 April The Strand Theatre opens and shows the first movies in town

• 13 August HRH Prince Edward, Prince of Wales, visits Orange

1921 • Population 7,398

• 24 May NSW Governor, Sir Walter Davidson, visits Orange

1922 • 25 April The Soldiers’ Memorial Hall opens in Anson Street

• The Victoria Hotel is established

1923 • 25 April The Anzac Memorial Avenue of trees is planted along Bathurst Road to 
commemorate fallen WWI soldiers

• 8 September Mayoress Edith Colvin turns on the town’s electricity

1924 • 23 February Orange Municipal Baths open in Peisley Street

• 12 July Orange branch of the Country Women’s Association (CWA) is formed



1925 • The subdivision of Glenroi begins

• May Orange Ambulance Service is established

• Orange Rural Producers’ Co-operative Society Ltd begins operations

• Amalgamated Textiles Ltd (later Macquarie Worsteds Mill) opens in Byng Street

• November Bloomfield Hospital opens

1926 • 20 May Mayoress Colvin opens the CWA restroom in Robertson Park

• 26 September St Mary’s Catholic Church opens in East Orange

• 1 October Rowland Gregory establishes the Orange Male Voice Choir, which continues today 
as the Rowland Gregory Orpheus Singers

1927 • 19 September A local branch of The Commercial Bank of Australasia opens

• 26 September Orange is declared the state’s Most Beautiful Town

• 1 October Municipal boundaries are extended to 6.96 square kilometres

1928 • 19 August First radio broadcast is heard on the government station 2FC

• August Dalton Brothers is taken over by Western Stores

1929 • The Sisters of Charity open Croagh Patrick Orphanage

1931 • 21 March NSW Minister for Works, the Honourable Mark Davidson, opens Spring Creek 
Reservoir

1932 • 12 April Minister for Health, William Ely, opens the ambulance station on the corner of Anson 
and Prince Streets

1933 • Population 10,153

• 9 November NSW Governor, Sir Philip Game, opens Orange Base Hospital

1934 • Orange Scout Hall opens

• 27 November HRH Prince Henry, Duke of Gloucester, visits Orange



1935 • 31 October The first commercial radio broadcast on station 2GZ

1936 • GJ Coles and Co Ltd open a store in Summer Street opposite the Post Office

1937 • 29 April Postmaster-General, Senator Alexander McLachlan, opens ABC radio station 2CR

1938 • 19 February Minister for Defence, the Honourable HVC Thorby, opens Orange aerodrome on 
the site of what is now Sir Jack Brabham Park

1939 • Hotel Canobolas opens

1940 • King George V Memorial Baby Health Centre opens

1941 • Small Arms Factory is built (later EMMCO/EMAIL/Electrolux)

1942 • The first Technical College opens in Anson Street

1945 • 2 June Orange Returned Servicemen’s Club is founded

• 1 July The town’s two newspapers, The Orange Leader and The Western Advocate, 
amalgamate to form the Central Western Daily

• 2 September World War II ends, 110 men from Orange are killed in the conflict

1946 • Population 15,000

• 10 July Orange is proclaimed a city, the 14th in NSW

• 19 July The proclamation of the City of Orange appears in the Government Gazette

• EMMCO takes over the Small Arms Factory

1948 • City increases in area to 20.8 square kilometres

• The inaugural Cherry Blossom Festival is held



1950 • The United Protestant Association opens Buena Vista Boys Home

1951 • 16 November Coles opens a new store in Summer Street

1952 • 20 April Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Groves Wright Anderson, VC, MC, unveils the Cenotaph 
in Robertson Park

• 18 November Inaugural Field Day is held at Kyalla Park

• Orange becomes the largest pome and cherry producing area of NSW with 429 growers 
within a 24km radius

1953 • January Mayor Jack Jaeger opens the Gnoo Blas racing circuit

• 5 May Prime Minister Robert Menzies visits Orange

• 28 August Orange boxer Pat Ford wins the British Empire lightweight crown

• 27 July The Korean War ends, four men from Orange are killed in the conflict

1954 • Population 18,332

• New CWA Hall opens

• March Sir John Northcott opens Orange Ex-Services Club

• September New Police Station opens in Byng Street (southern side)

1956 • 1 January Ophir County Council is constituted to control the region’s supply of electricity

• 23 February Woolworths opens a department store on Summer Street next to Western Stores

• 2 October Mayor Alan Ridley opens the city’s first escalator at Western Stores

• 2 October The first televisions in Orange go on display at Western Stores

• 9 November Orange Public Library opens in Curran Street (now McNamara Street)

1957 • 2 March King George VI Memorial Olympic Pool opens on the corner of Hill and Warrendine 
Streets

1959 • 13 November Orange High School in Woodward Street opens

• Suma Park Dam is completed
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1960

1960

• Myers of Melbourne takes over Western Stores

• October Orange hosts the Local Government Association Conference, with more than 500 
attendees. Orange is awarded the 1959 AR Bluett Memorial Award for the most progressive 
council in NSW.

1961 • Population 19,045

• 17 June Orange Regional Airport opens near Spring Hill

• October The Gnoo Blas Racing Circuit closes

1962 • 13 February Fluoridation of the city water supply begins

• March TV station CBN 8 is established

• 24 November NSW Minister for Public Works, the Honourable Phillip Ryan, officially 
commissions Suma Park Dam

1963 • 19 July The new garbage depot opens on Ophir Road

1965 • February The inaugural Festival of the Arts is held

1967 • 13 February Deputy Premier, Minister for Education and Science and MLA for Orange, Mr 
Charles Cutler, unveils the city’s first set of traffic lights at the pedestrian crossing outside the 
post office

• 21 July US Ambassador, Ed Clark, visits Orange

1970 • 30 April HRH Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh visit Orange

• 8 October Western Cinemas Drive-In Theatre opens on Forest Road

1971 • Population 23,143

• 3 March Governor-General, Sir Paul Hasluck, visits Orange

• The last Cherry Blossom Festival is held



1972 • September Orange’s second set of traffic lights is erected at the intersection of Peisley and 
Summer Streets

• 3 October NSW Premier, Sir Robert Askin, proclaims Bathurst-Orange district as the state’s 
first growth centre

1974 • The Bathurst-Orange Development Corporation (BODC) is formed to implement growth 
strategy

• 23 May Work commences on the new Orange Civic Centre

1975 • 30 April The Vietnam War ends, two men from Orange are killed in the conflict

1976 • 9 October Sir Roden Cutler VC opens the Orange Civic Centre

• The inaugural Orange Eight Day Games is held

1977 • 1 October City of Orange area extended to 298 square kilometres following amalgamation 
with parts of the Cabonne, Blayney, and Lyndhurst shires

1978 • April The inaugural Apple Country Fair is held

• 1 June HRH Crown Princess Beatrix and HRH Prince Claus of The Netherlands visit Orange

1979 • 7 October Member for Calare, Sandy Mackenzie, opens the new Dudley Private Hospital in 
March Street

• 27 October Minister for Tourism, Ken Booth, opens the Orange Visitors’ Centre

1980 • 1 August John Sumegi of Orange wins the silver medal in the K-1 500 metres canoeing event 
in the Moscow Olympics

1981 • Population 31,300

1982 • 1 August ABC chairperson, Professor Leonie Kramer, launches FM radio transmission in 
Orange



1983 • 18 April Western Stores changes its name to Grace Bros

• 28 August Mayor Dick Niven and Mrs Beryl Niven plant the first tree in Orange Botanic 
Gardens

1986 • January Orange City Library opens new premises in Byng Street

• 19 April Minister for Finance, Bob Debus, opens the Orange City Library and Orange Regional 
Gallery building

• 5 November Mayor Tim Sullivan opens Orange City Centre, the city’s first shopping centre

1987 • April Orange Community FM Radio is established

1988 • 29 October NSW Chief Secretary, Minister for Tourism and Member for Orange, Garry West, 
opens Orange Botanic Gardens

1989 • June BODC phased down with view to ceasing operations by end of 1990

• The subdivision of Bel Air begins

1990 • Population 33,400

• The subdivision of Rosewood begins

• 31 December BODC activities cease

1991 • Population 33,750

• 17 February Mayor Tim Sullivan launches the inaugural Banjo Paterson Festival

• 19 November FOOD (Food of Orange District) Week is launched

• 4 November NSW Department of Agriculture relocates its headquarters to Orange

1992 • 22 January Premier Nick Greiner opens the NSW Department of Agriculture building

• May The inaugural FOOD (Food of Orange District) Week is held

• Newcrest Mining Limited discovers gold at Cadia Hill near Orange



1994 • 23 June HACC (Home and Community Care) Centre opens

• 29 June Community Information and Services Centre opens

1995 • Orange City Council purchases the Plymouth Brethren hall in Hill Street with a view to 
developing a conservatorium

1996 • Newcrest Mining Limited commences operations at Cadia

1997 • Printing of the Central Western Daily is transferred from Orange to Dubbo

1998 • The Orange Metro Plaza shopping centre is completed

1999 • The Orange Music Association and the Orange Symphony Orchestra merge to form the 
Orange Regional Conservatorium

2000 • Gold from Ophir is used in the medals for the Sydney 2000 Olympics

• July Orange City Council purchases the Wentworth Mine site at Lucknow to conserve its 
heritage and develop it as a tourist and educational facility

• 14 August NSW Health Minister, Craig Knowles, launches CareFlight’s Central West dedicated 
regional emergency helicopter service at Orange

2001 • Population 35,529

2004 • 16 August Suzy Balogh of Orange wins the gold medal in the Shooting: Women’s Trap event 
in the Athens Olympics

2005 • 20 October Orange City Council adopts a Statement of Commitment to the Wiradjuri people

2007 • 23 March Northern Distributor Road opens between Molong Road and Burrendong Way



2009 • 25 February NSW Police Minister, Tony Kelly, and Police Force Commissioner, Andrew 
Scipione, officially open the new Police Station in Byng Street (northern side)

• 27 August NSW Minister for Water, Phillip Costa, opens Blackmans Swamp Creek Stormwater 
Harvesting Scheme

2010 • Gala dinner held to celebrate 150 years of Local Government in Orange

2011 • Orange Health Service opens at Bloomfield

• North Orange Shopping Centre opens

2016 • Population 41,210

• November Orange Regional Museum opens

• The Email factory closes after 70 years of household appliance manufacturing

2020 • Estimated population 42,503

• August Orange City Council launches the Future City Project, a five-year plan to revitalise the 
CBD

• 9 September NSW Minister for Water, Property and Housing, Melinda Pavey, opens the new 
Department of Primary Industries building in Prince Street

• 4 October Orange tenpin bowler Jason Belmonte wins his 25th PBA World Championship title

• 8 October NSW Minister for the Arts, Don Harwin, Mayor Reg Kidd and the Honourable Sam 
Farraway MLC turn the first sod for the Orange Regional Gallery extension

• November Orange City Council approves the construction of a $20 million Conservatorium 
and Planetarium project on the same block as the Gallery, Museum, Library and Civic Theatre, 
thereby completing the Orange Cultural Precinct

2021 • 18 May NSW Crown Lands Deputy Secretary, Melanie Hawyes, presents the land title to the 
former Orange Police Station site to the Orange Local Aboriginal Land Council Board

• 3 August Orange Mayor Reg Kidd and CEO David Waddell plant a Gingko biloba tree in 
Robertson Park to mark 75 years of the City of Orange (photo right) 
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